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INTRODUCTION. 


Ordeal of Parliament, is one of the firſt in utility and eminence. 


It is by communications of this nature alone, that practical know-. 
ledge arid experience can be conveyed to the uninformed; and their. 
benefits difſeminated and ſecured to future generations. Hence the. 
| Senator is furniſhed with information the moſt to be relied on, be- 
cauſe the moſt expoſed to ſcrutiny and expoſition ; and, by com- 
paring and weighing 1 1n his cloſet all facts, arguments, and opinions 
thus ſubmitted to public view, with what he may collect from pri- 
vate quarters, he is enabled to form an impartial judgment, and to 
decide upon juſt principles and intrinſic merits; and thus topics | 
otherwiſe abſtruſe and. difficult become eaſy and familiar. Under 
the influence of this impreſſion, the Editor of theſe ſheets, whoſe. 


particular ſituation and line of life has, he conceives, afforded him 
the means of ſetting in their true lights the Nature and State of our 


India and China Trade, in a way that may be uſeful, at a juncture 2 


when that very important and valuable branch of our Commerce is 
at the eve of undergoing the moſt ſerious inveſtigation, would have 


thought himſelf remiſs in his duty as a good citizen, had he re-. 


mained lilent. 


% 


A As 


Anonosr the many Herd e Stirs to the com- 
munity from a Government conſtituted like that of Great Britain, 

the means which it affords, through the Liberty of the Preſs, for a 
free diſcuſſion and communication of ſentiment on every national 
concern, and more particularly ſuch as in their natyre muſt paſs the 


WET 


Ce 


As the main object of this Treatiſe i is to farnith uſeful information 


relating to the Aſiatic Trade, to ſuch, as either by their avocations, 


or the want of better means, have been prevented from obtaining 
it elſewhere, rather than with a deſire to enter the lifts with thoſe 

already converſant on the ſubject, and who may be diſpoſed to be- 
come diſputants with reſpect to the beſt means for conducting it, 
we have thought it right to give a connected, but very brief, account 
of the Origin and Progreſs of the Trade, and the Hiſtory of the 
Companies erected for carrying it on, previous to our entering into 
the conſideration of the ſtate of it, as at a circumſtanced· 


The favorable Reception of this Tra by the Public, under the 

former Edition, has induced the Editor to permit this ſecond Edition. 
to be printed. The Juſtice of the opinion he had ventured. to 
obtrude in the 3d Chapter, relative to the Claim of the Company to 
the excluſive Property and Revenue of the five Northern Lircars, 
having been in ſome degree queſtioned by reſpectable Characters, in 
high official Situations, he has added a Section on that Subject, to 
ſhew the Grounds on which that Opinion was formed. If it be a 
wrong one, he is open to Conviction, and will not heſitate to ac» 
knowledge his Error. The Facts he has ſtated may at leaſt lead to 
a further Elucidation of ſeveral particulars which, howeyer i impor- 
tant, are at preſent little known to hy Community. 


CHAPTER 
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© The Origin of the Old aud New'Eaft India Companies, with their Union. - * 


THE paige by Sea to the Peninſula of India, and the Eaſtward part of 
the Continent of Aſia, the preſent ſeats of out Aſiatic trade, was not diſcovered 


till about the latter end of the 1 5th Century; and of the various attempts made 
from hence by individuals to open a Trade thither, none proved ſucceſsful, 
until * Queen Elizabeth eſtabliſhed the firſt Incorporated Company by the 
Name of De London Eaſt India Company. After a long ſeries of Diſaſters and 
Privilege of a limited Trade in certain parts of India and Perſia, and of 
ſmall Sarlements or Houſes of Trade. called Factories, for the refidence of their 
Factors and Servants. In thoſe early times the + Charters of the Cron, and 
the Powers which they conveyed, were not mou r 
Sanction; nor was it until after the Reſtoration: of Charles II. that the Rights 
or Authorities derived under them, though reſting on Prerogative alone, were 


firſt called in queſtion, 


4 The Science of Navigation, and the true Principles of Foreign Trade, dur- 
ing the exiſtence of thoſe Charters, were but beginning to dawn upon. us. At 


the time of their ceſſation, we could be ſaid to be only in a ſtare of Commercial 


Infancy, We are therefore not to be ſurpriged at finding, that by the in- 


terruptions of ſpeculative Adventurers, called Interlopers, who had begun 
to reſiſt the excluſive Claims of the Old Company, derived by their Charters, 
on the ground of their wanting the Sanction of Parliamentary Authority, and 
by occaſional. failures of inveſtments of goods from abroad, and the not unfre- 
quent loſſes of ſhips-in their paſſage, the Commerce of the Company was often 
chequered with diſaſters and diſappointm ente. | , So 


.  Notwithſtandivg theſe viciſſitudes and diſcouragements, the Company, with 


many hard ſtruggles and heavy expences, formed by degrees various ; Factories 


and Houſes of Trade both in India and Perfia; and at length becoming more 
The Charter uns dated the 3ziſt December, 1600. Printed Adts and Charters, Part 25 : 


Page z. 

5 ; See Anderſon's Hiſtory of Commeree. 1 | ROLE 
t Fru Mazagom, Mahim, Syon, Syere, Warlee, Carwar, Angengo, Tellicherry, Calicutt, 
Fort St. orgs, Fort St. David, Vizagapatam, York Fort or Fort Malbro', Fort William, 
Bombay, and St. Helena, 


Fadbories : Surat, Swally, Broach, Amadavad, Agra, Lucknow, Gombron, Shyraz, Iſpahaun, | 


Chingu, Orixa, Cuddalore, Porto Novo, Pettipolee, Metchlepatam, Madapollam, In rapour, 


Tryamong, Sillebar, Tonqueen, Bellafore, Coſſimbuzar, Dacca, Houghley, Malda, Rajamaul, 

and Pat, with the Cuſtoms of Trade, and a Rent of 3333 6% 8. granted by che Sophy of 

erſia. | | TIL ji 
| e + AS | ſucceſsful, 
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Loſes this Company obtained from the Country: Pozvers, at a great expence, the 


ht to require Parliamentary 


d 


ſucceſsful, their proſperity began to excite that ſort of envy in Individuals, 


Which is too apt to reſulc from the beneficial Commerce of Great Bodies. 


Various attempts were in conſequence made to induce the Crown, and even 


Parliament itfelf, to interpoſe and revoke the Charters of the Company; ſome 


on pretext that every man had an equal Right to trade in the Eaſ as well as the 
Weſt Indies, whilſt others hoped to effect it on propoſals of Terms of Advan- 


tage in point of Publick Finance, that they might themſelves be erected into 


by 


an excluſive Company, to the dawntall of that which exiſted, t. 
Suach was the ſtate of things in 1 G9; 


Failure in the Payment of 'a paltry uty which pad been impoſed on their 


capital Stock, gave an opening to Government to determine their Charters: 


For, by the ® Act which impoſed that duty, any default in payment, within 


the time therein limited, rendered their Charters void: And though, in the 
ſame” year, the Crown, to obviate all doubts, revived their Powers and ex- 


elafive Privileges by a new Charter, the Company were obliged to ſubmit fo a 
_ eondition that their Capacity and Trading ſhould in future be cbterminable 4 


Three Tears Notice. The legal obſtacle to the erecting a N TY 


thus removed, an + Act was paſſed in 1698 for borrowing 77 Millions on 

Loan at 8 per Cent. towards carrying on the War; and as an encouragement 
to Subſcribers, it was declared, that they ſhould be incorporated by a Charter 
from the King into a General Society, with liberty for each individual Member: 


to trade to India and the other Limits of the Old Company's excluſive Charter ;. 


fo that the value of his Exports exceeded not his Share of this Loan or Capital; 
and that ſuch of the Subſcribers as ſhould chooſe to convert their Subſcriptions 
ird a joint Stock, fhould be at liberty to do ſo, and be incorporated by a ſeparate 
_ Charter by the name of The Engliſh Eaft India Company,” with the privilege of 


trading with and to the amount of ſuch pager All perfons but 'thoſe- 
e 


incorporated, and ſuch as they ſhould licenſe, were prohibited from this Frade, 


except the Old Company, who had time given them to wind vp their Com- 


mercial Affairs. Fhe Act reſerved a power to determine the Charters both 6f 
the General Society and the New Company after September” 1711, on Repay- 
ment of the Loan, and Three Tears Notice. JJͤͤ T0000 


The bulk of the Subſcriders having agreed to trade as a ſepatate Company 
with a joint Stock, the Old Company, in whoſe prejudice the two New Cor- 


Potations were to be erected, found means to become Members for à very large: 
Proportion of the Loan of Two Millions. With an intereſt thus acquired, they 


| Joo with the Engliſh Company, and with the ſuperior Knowledge of the 


Trade, which they had gained by experience over the other members, and 
poſſeſſed av they were of Shipping, Stores, and Stock at home, and of the 
Settlements and Factories neceſſary to the Trade abroad, they obtained a de- 


þ a C : 


cided influence in the general Courts of the New Company, and thus paved. 


AA 4 and g Will. and Mary, ch. 25. ſ. 10 and v2, : 


. 4 Act and 10 Will. III. ch. 44. 1 
e ie | | the 


when the Company, by an accidentat | 
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the way to that Union which afterwards took place in 1702, and which, under 

"the auſpices of Lord Treaſurer Godolphin, in 1708, was confirmed by Parliament. 

By the terms of this Union, the Warehouſes at home, and Shipping, and allo | 
all the Settlement and Faflories of the Old Company in the Eaſt Indies, ' Perſia, aus e 
China, including ib Iſland of Bombay and St. Helena, with their Dependencies, - | 
and all their Rights and Privileges, however derived, became veſted in the 

United Company, except their Body Polite, which they ſurrendered to the 

Queen. n ESO EIS 12 33 * & * nnn a ; ED. La 2 8 1 : 
ASH DOCS e e ß TTC ͤĩ ĩͤ VV . - | ; 
The curious Reader | wilk-wiſhto” learn what became of che general Society, FE 
whoſe Members were individually authorized to trade, as far as the value of their | — 
Subtcriprions in Goods, exported from hence. All we can difcover of them is, 

that though they were actually incorporated by tbe King's Charter, and were 
therefore legally authorized to ſend ſhi ps to India or China, it does not with cers 

tainty appear that any one ſhip was ever fitted out by them: and that the ſupe - 

rior advantages of being concerned in che Trade to be carried on with a int 
Stock were ſd evident, that at the time of the Union of the TWO Companies, „ 
out of the whole Loan of Two Millions“, only . 7, ooo then remained the 3333535 
property of The ſeparate Traders of the General Society, and that this ſum alſo was | 
foon abſorbed in the United Company, whoſe dapital or trading Stock, by es 
which their Dividend of Profits was to be governed, thereupon: became fixed: 
n ene, $211 n 7770. TFT TETE CRP-2 2 FEA 2-296 
Having thus briefly traced the general Hiſtory of the two Companies to their 
perfect Union, we ſhall refer our Readers to the Collection of Statutes, 
Charters, and Bye- laws of the India Company, lately printed and publiſhed,. 
for any further particulars they may deſire on that part of the ſubject, and cloſe 
this Chapter, with a ſhort recital of the Acts Parliament, by which the 
United Company have been continued in the exclufive 'Frade to the preſent 8 85 
time, and of what were the conditions of the compacts made with the Puhlio on e 
the occafions.. sss . „ „ , nent = fon 


*. 
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The firſt enlargement of their term took place in 1708 f, when the United 
Company bargained with the Public to advance J. 1,200,000 as a loan, but 
without any intereſt, (or, which operated as the ſame thing, at a reduced | 
intereſt of 5 per cent. on the two loans conjointly), for an extenſion of their 2 
term in the excluſive Trade of fifteen years, and thus their nominal trading capitah,. - 
on which the dividend was made, became advanced to . 3, 200, 0, f 
II 1712 the Company petitioned Parliament, on the ground that the term: 
which remained unexpired in their trade was too ſhort to admit. their riſking: 


* Act of 6 Anne, ch. 17. f. 7. me 3 By ; 

+ By Francis RusseLL, Eſq, of the India Board, and printed by Eyzsz and Srzanan, His: 
Majeſty's Printers, 1 1 55 | ; | $92 
1 Act 6 Anne, ch. 17, "$6221 8 | Fi 

Commons Journals. 
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ine further neceſſary expences of regaining and ſecuring the Pꝙper Trade, which 
had been engroſſed by the Dutch, that their corporate capacity might be con- 
tinued, tho the debt due to them from the Public ſhould be redeemed; In 
conſequence. of this petition · f, an act paſſed for repealing all formet proviſoes 
and powers of determining their trade or incorporation, but with power for the 
Public to redeem the debt at any time after September 1733; and thus the 
United Company were ſuppoſed to have obtained & perpetuiqy as well in the 
excluſive trade, as in all their chartered rights and capacities. They however ſub- 
mitted themſelves in that reſpect to the pleaſure of Parliament in 1730, when | 
an act 4 was paſſed for continuing to them their excluſive trade till 1766, ſor 
which they gave the Public a premium of C. ao, oo without any return of 
either principal or intereſt, and alſo agreed to a reduction of the rate of intereſt 
t C. 4 per cent. on the debt of . 3, 200, ooo, and to accept of payment of the 

principal by inſtalments of £. 500, ooo at a tinunun mda... 


In 1744 || they contracted for, and obtained a further addition of fourteen 
years in the excluſive Trade, for which they lent to the Public one million at 3 per 
cent.; and in 17 be $ they agreed. to a further eduction of the rate of intereſt 
on the former debt to 3 per cent. VVV 


Thus grew the preſent debt of C. 4, aco, ooo from the Public to the United 

Company, lbrz with it an annuity of /. 126,000, But the Company's 
capital or nominal ſum, by which their dividends were governed, continued as 
before at C. 3,200,000, the million laſt lent having been raiſed by their bonds, 
and therefore not added to their former capital. nn 


The laſt renetval was made by contract with the Public in 1781 *, when a 
further Term determinable in 1794 was granted in the excluſive Trade, on 

N of F. 400, ooo in diſcharge of all claims on the Company by the 
\ublic, previous to 1ſt March, 1781. But it was provided by Parliament, 

That after payment of a yearly dividend of 4:8 per cent. to the holders 

of India ſtock, the ſurplus of all the net proceeds 

ſhould be applied, three fourths to the uſe of the Public, and the remaining fourth 

to the uſe of the Company. . e ae 1 


Tube debts incurred by tde Company in che wars dds in India at and 
after that period, have hitherto prevented any ſuch ſurplus from ariſing, and 
therefore no participation of revenue hath taken place under this act. On the 


of their trade and revenues 


contrary, the preſſure of thoſe debts, and the compulſory clauſes of an act of 


1784, by which the Company are obliged to keep a ſtock of teas always in 
their warehouſes ſufficient for one year's conſumption, have rendered it neceſ- 
ſary for them to enlarge their actual trading capital, by new ſubſcriptions, to five 
millions, for which they had the ſanction of Parliament granted them by two 
aQ of the years 1786 and 1789. Vl 


+ Act 10 Ann. ch. 28, | G. 2. ch. 14. | 14 8. 2. ch. 1 „ ; 
Act 23 G. 2. ch. 22. 128 ch. 65. ſ. 9. 9 | 1 


* 


75 


- 


| oe Nr. 1 Wr the , Hoſe; and the Finds 


( 5 


In order to tine the duch Trade, it is necefliry that the pode 
he ſhould firſt make ptoviſion- for the debt of . 4,200,000 which is fil} 


due, to the Company and partly to the Annuitants. The nature of their 
reſpective intereſts ny rr debt * Wil! e to ſhew in . een, 
Chapter, 2 22 „ 2 n i 13 1 | 432) 8 „ 111 * e e — Toe 
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„ with the Payment of them. hs 


3 I 


We 5 have 8 in the rvceditig chapter, the origin and . of PR 


Debt of C. 4,200,000 incurred by the Public to the Eaft India bo th ri and 
that in 1750 tbe: intereft ar annuity. payable... on it was. SORES to the rate. of 
3 per cent. or C. 126,000 per anaum. 5 


The ſecurities pledged by the Public for the payment i of * annuities were 


theſe: Certain Salt Duties and S$!amp Duties were, in the firſt inſtance, made 


chargeable | for the intereſt of C. 160,000 on the two firſt loans of C. 3,209,000, 


and when in 1730, the intereſt was reduced to lee Sib? it was TOS... 2 


ſpecific charge on the Aggregate Fund. 4 


The . 30,000 per annum for the intereſt of the One Mills Logs was * | 
on certain Duties upon Prits, and upon the Sinking Fund. 8 


The terms upon which the company agreed, in 17 50, to reduce the rate of 
their annuity to 3 per cent. were (as is ſpecified in the act for that purpoſe) that 
they ſhould be permitted to raife £,4,200,000 9 ſat of annuities at ** ſame rate 
of intereſt which the Public were to pay to the Company; and it was declared 


that the annuities ſo ſold ſhould be paid half. yearly at The India Houſe (where the 
transfer books were to be kept and managed) out of the ſame duties and revenues as 


ſtood chargeable with the payment of the intereſt of the debt due by the Public 


to the Company, ſubject nevertheleſs to the like oviſo of e 08 wad 
Public as the faid loans were ſubject or liable to. a | 


* ” 


vader this power the Company ſold * | annuities to ine amount of 
{Lo 2,992,440 : 55. carrying an intereſt or dividend of 3 per cent. per ann. 
amounting to £.89,773 : 45. which ſums conſtitute what are called Ea India 


Annuities, the half-yearly payments of which 'are regularly made at the India 


Houſe, out of the annuity of C. 126,009 received by the Company at zhe Raabe. 
der, the remainder being ſtill the property of the Company. 


Some doubt e been entertained whether the Company's power to fell the 
W of theſe annuities continued in force under the act of 1750, they were 
ü C 


* AR 26G. 3. ch. ba 2 


again 


4d 
gain impowered to ſell it by an act of the year 2786 in which, it was provided, 
that the purchaſers thereof ſhould hold their annuities upon the like terms as the 
former purchaſers ; and that what ſhould be ſo ſold ſhould be conſolidated with 
the annuities formerly ſold, and that the, debt; of, £..4,290,009,; due hy the: 
Public to the Company, ſhould be a collateral ſecurity to the holders theregf, 
but ſubject to redemption. 8 | EL pots 


7 - 


The Company however have not availed themſelves of their power to alienate 
the remaining part of this annuity, amounting to £. 1,207,559 : 155. producing 
95 36,226 : 16 . per ann. but ſtill eri een derne e der | 
that income, they alſo receive from the Exchequer,..by virtue of an a 0 
1751, 65 1687 per ann. for the receiving, paying, and "managing, the amount for- 

0 


merly ſold to the annuitants, being in, proportion to, the allowances made/ts | 
the Bank for the management of Bank Annuities. | © A Jo ary 
„ Se | f n 3 : WF ICE . 161 


The India annuities are therefore part of the National Debt, charged upon 
public revenues alone, and redeemable only by the Public; and being fo, ' proviſion- 
is made by the act of 1786 * for knees the national debt, that when and 
as the annuities ſhall be purchaſed or paid off by the Commiſionerz, the Directors 
of the Eaft India Company ſnall permit Transfers thereof to be made in their books 
into the names of the | Commiſſioners, fimilar to what is done at the Bank and 
South Sea Houſe; * and the Bank are impowered to receive the annual, dividends 
thereof for the uſe of the Public. LEE SITS VR Bd 3 1-115 RI! 


By the Conſolidation Act + of 1787 the Annuity of L. 126, oog per ann. 
payable by the Public to the Company, (and. out of which they pay the An- 
nuitants) is charged upon the Conlolidated F una. 


1 
1 


1 3: 


# 4 * 11 


The naa Anmuity has been for ſeveral years at à price ixferior to the annuities 
of an equal rate transferable at the Ban. This difference has been probably 
occaſioned by the diſtance of the pläce of its transfer from the Stock dene, 
and its ſmall annual amount, preventing that frequency of its being brought to 
market, which is neceſfiry'to a quick demand}; and where the magnitude of 
other redeemable annuities renders this of but little conſideration. The conſequence' 
has been, that not a ſingle purchaſe has been made of the Iniia Annuity by the 
Commiſſioners for the reduction of the National” Debt, though, when brought in 
ſmall ſums (as jt uſually is) to market, it has been generally ſold at the rate of 
from 3 to 4 per cent. % than the Buuk rediced Annuities, and iperbaps the ge- 
_ neral knowledge that the Co,mmifioners have made no purchaſe ih it, may have 
operated as an additional cauſe in depreſſing its price. 


It would be better if this annuity were conſolidated with the Bank Annuities. 
The allowance of C. 1687 per ann. might be ſaved to the Public; the value 
of the annuity would be improved in the hands of the Proprictors, and the 


_— 
* 
* 
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Public in no reſpect injured, while the Company, if they chooſe to part with 
their ſhare of it, would find it more marketable, and obtain a higher price. 


* 


CHAPTER 


Of the Forts, Faftories, and Teri India, diflinguiſhing thoſe which are the Pro- 
per of the Company by Purchaſe, from thoſe acquired by Conqueſt. 


Previous to ſuggeſting any regulations for the future Trade from Great 
Britain to the Eaſt Indies, it appears neceſſary, on account of the relative connec- 
tion that ſubſiſts between the Revenues of our Aſiatic Poſſeſſions and the * Inveft- 
ments of India Goods for China, as well as for Europe, to aſcertain what Fortreſfſes, 
Ports, or other Places of Importance 7s the Trade of India do of right belong to the 
Company #n perpetuity, free from the- claims of the Public, to examine what 
thoſe poſſeſſions are, and to diſtinguiſh ſuch as were acquired by actual Con- 
queſt or influence of arms, and to which the Nation have made their claim, from 
fuch as were the Property of tbe Company before the making of any conqueſts, 
by purchaſe from the Native Powers. N | 


The reſult of this inveſtigation is, that Fort St. George, Madras, and Vizagu- 
palam, and every other valuable ſea port poſſeſſed at this time by the Company 
on the Coaſt of Coromandel, and viſited by their ſhips from hence, together with 
their Settlements of Fort William and Calcutta on the Ganges, Fort Marlbro* or 
York-Fort at Bencoolen, and the Iſlands of Bombay and St. Helena, were purchaſed 


by the Old Eaft India Company F, and conveyed by them to the preſent Company, 


in full right for ever. In this deſcription Maſulipatam alone is meant to be 
excepte Ss 15 | . 

At theſe Ports, and above all at Calcutta, Madras and Bombay, the Company 
are equally intitled to Port Duties and Cuſtoms on Imports and Exports, as they 
are to the places themſelves, and have been in the conſtant exerciſe and enjoy- 
ment thereof at all times. The Towns of Madras and Calcutta as well as the uo 


Forts, are built chiefly, if not entirely, upon the lands of the Company, under 


annual Ground Rents, By Grants obtained from the Native Powers, they are alſo 


* 'Though the proviſion of Inveſtments is generally aided by the Revenue, in the firſt inſtance, 
it has frequently happened in time of war, that Bills of Exchange, to a greater amount than the 
1 prop coſt of the goods, have been drawn upon the Company to reimburſe the Treaſuries abroad, 

or the money advanced from the revenues. 3 | GET 85 
+ Fort St. George was made a Settlement by the Old Company in 1620; St. Helena in 1651; 


poſſeſſed 


Calcutta and Fort William in 1689; and Bombay in 1668. 


. „ 
poſſeſſed of, and intitled in perpetuity to the Five Northern Circars, the Pen. 3 
nahs and Faghire Lands, and ſundry valuable Factories and Houſes of Trade ow . = 
different parts of the Continent of Afia, and in the Afatic Iſſands. To theſe 4 
therefore the Public have no Claim whatever. „ 
But with regard to the Provinces (or Kingdoms as they are ealled) of Bengal, 
Bahar, and Oriſa, the Country of Henares, and the Country newly acquired from 
Tippoo Sultaun, the right of property to them ſtands on a very different ground, 
and were it not for thoſe equitable Claims which the Company and their Creditors 4 
ſeem to have, to be firſt paid or indemnified for the expences and debts unavoidably 2 
incurred in the Conqueſt of thoſe countries, and in their fubſequent defence and 
rotection, little doubt could be entertained in reſpect to them; for the right, I 
ubje& to thoſe claims, is indiſputably in the Public ; nor have we been able to. 3 
diſcover from what fource the doubt, which has been by ſame perſons entertained: 
regarding it, has ariſen, As far as our reſearches. have gone, neither the Court 
of Proprietors nor the Court of Directors, nor any of their Committees, ever 1 
laid claim to the property of theſe conguered Territories, either by any formal F 
Reſolutions, or by any of their Petizions- to Parliament, although the appropriation: 4 
of the revenues of thoſe territories, underwent full and ſerious diſcuſſions. both» 2 
there, and at the General Courts on many occaſions, and particularly in 1766, 4 
1767, 1769, 1773, 1779, 1780, 1781, and 1784; and the Company having: 3 
for a ſeries of time agreed to become participants of the territorial revenues 9 
with the Public, and having alſo. paid annually to the Exchequer}, for the uſe f 3 
the Public, their ſtipulated ſhare of C. 400,000 per ann. until prevented by the C 
preffure of new debts incurred by the expences of ſupporting wars in India, it 3 
would be ſuperfluous to create a. doubt on the right of the Public at, this: = 
day. | oe ne Oe a rom ne „„ 
We are aware; that in the temporary Act of 1779, as well as in the Acts af 7 
1780 and 1781, a clauſe was inſerted declaring that the appropriation of this Y 
revenue made by theſe Acts ſhould not prejudice the: Rights. ether: of the Public or A 
the Company : but, if we miſtake not, there was no ſuch ſaving clauſe offered,, b 
much leſs inſerted, in either of the former Acts of Appropriation, _ 9 
Leſt, however, any perſon ſhould, for want of being better informed; hge- 4 
fitate to pronounce the right to theſe extenſive and valuable territories to be in 1 
tze Public, (ſubject, however, to the equitable and juſt claims for indemnity 1 
* The Cirears being held merely as a Farm under Nizam Ally, at a yearly rent of feven lacs of 3 
rupees, or about C. 20,000 per ann. Sterling, with an exception of the Diamond Mines, and under aj 
other ſpecial conditions, we apprehend, but with ſubmiſſion to better judges, that the Circars ſtand 2 
on a {imilar footing with 24d hire Lands. . See Chapter XV for the Hiſtory: of ſome of theſe 1 
wiinons, and particularly Maſulipatam and the Northern Circara. | 5 1 
"I Theſe payments, between 2766 and 2782, amounted to upwards of Two Millions Sterling. Y 
l I 
[ 2 


abroad /to rake the moſt ſpeedy and vigorous meaſures for recompenti 


« quired, or might acquire from any Nation, State, ef 
© or congueft, with power to reſtore, give up, and di 


G INC 
they made their report dated the 24th December, 1757, of which the follows 


Is reſpect to ſuch places as have beet, or ſhall be acquired by Treaty of 


(i) 


+ 


ſofficient to obvlatè every doubt. 3 8 1 
It will be remembred, that our conqueſts in Tydia immediately followed 
that memorable and ever to be lamented act of barbarity, committed on the 
Company's ſervants in the Black Holz of Calcutta, by the then Nabob of Bengal. | 
This happened in 1756, and the Company, after having directed their Ate 
| them» 


ſelves, preferred their & Petition to the King, ſtating the doubt“ whether rhe 


both of the Conpaty and their Creditors), we ſhall btiefly fate whit we cohcelve 


. lands, plunder, and booty which might be conquered or taken by their forces 


& upon any occaſion, would not belong to His Majeſty; and praying that in con- 


4 ſideration of their expences and loſfes, the King would grant them the plunder 
ce aud booty, and that the Company might be n to hold and enjoy to 
* them and their fucceſfors, fubje& to His i 


and th | | is Majeſty's 8 in of Sovereignty 

cc therein, all ſuch Forereſſes, Diftrifts, and Territories, my ey s ONE 
” People, by treaty, grant, 

þ | | | iſpoſe 0 the ſame, 48 they 
% might ſee occaſion, uber to His Majeſty's diſpofition as ts land s acquired 


* by conqueſt from the ſubjects of avy Europeay Power.” 


The Petition being referred to the confideration of the Attorney and Solicitor 
eneral, (the preſent Lord Camden, and the late. Chancellor Mr. Charles Ponte,, 


144 L 


is a literal extraCt : 


«& Grant from the Mogul, or any of the Indian Princes, or Governments, Your 
«© Majeſty's Letters Patent are not neceſſary; the property of the ſoil veſting 


« in the Company by the Indian Grants, ſubject only to Your Majeſty's right 
4 ; and er the 


« of Sovereignty over the Settlements, as Engliſh pr; ann 
Majeſty's Laws 


ce Tnhabitants, as Engliſh Subjects, who Se Ach them Your 
«© wherever they form Colonies, and receive Your Majeſty's proteckion, by 
* virtue of Your Royal Charters, In reſpe& to ſuch places as have lately been 
& acquired of ſhall hereafter be 1 by conqueſt, the property, as Well 
ec as the dominion, veſts in Your Majeſty, by virtue of Your known Prero- 
&« gative;z and conſequently the Company can only derive a right to them, 
* 72 Your Majeſty's Grant. But we ſubmit our humble opinion to Your 
% Majeſty, that it is not warranted by precedent, nor agreeable to ſound po- 
« licy, nor to the tenor of the Charters, which have been laid before us, to 
« make ſuch a general grant, not only of part, but of future e e con · 
% queſts, made upon any Power, European or Indian, to a Trading Company. 
* Many objections occur to it, more material to be weighed than explained. 
& If at any time the Eaſt India Company, in the proſecution of their juſt rights, 


hall chance to conquer a Fortreſs or Diſtrict, which may be convenient for 


* Vide Appendix to 1ſt vol. Bolt's Hiſtory, for this Petition and Report. 
| B 2 c carrying 


* 


( 


*« carrying on their trade, and is afterwards either eeded to them by treaty, 
4 or proper to be maintained by force, it is time enough to reſort to Your 
„ Majeſty for Your Royal Grant, whenever the caſe ariſes. At the ſame time 
e we muſt: do juſtice to the honourable intentions of thoſe who preferred this 
% Petition to Your Majeſty, in ſaying, That as ſoon as the objections were. 
« intimated, they readily acquieſced, and expreſſed themſelves much more 
&* anxious for the ſake of obtaining a clear rule for the direction of their officers- 
4“ in India, to have their doubts explained, as to their powers of reſtoring or 
« ſurrendering places conquered; and to know whether the Company is ena- 
, bled, by any of their preſent Charters, to yield og nels made on the 
* Indian Princes or Governments by treaty, without Your Majeſty's Licence 
“ in every inſtance; the procuring of which might be attended with great. 
« delay in preſſing exigencies. In anſwer to this doubt ſo ſtated, we are. 
4% humbly of opinion, that the Royal Charters, granted to the Company, 
« having repeatedly given them the Powers of making Peace, as. well as War, 
t with the Indian * or Governments, it is incident to the Power of 
« making Peace to be. enabled to reſtore conqueſts, or things taken in war, 
& otherwiſe they would have the Power to, make Peace, without the means. 
« of obtaining it. But to remove all poſſible doubts, we think it will not be 
« improper Gf it ſhall be Your Majeſty's pleaſure) to explain their Powers 

c of ma ing Peace, by a clauſe to be inſerted in the Letters Patent propoſed, 
e enabling them to make ceſſions of new Conqueſts, acquired from any of. 
« the Indian Princes or States, during the late troubles between the Eaſt India 

% Company and the Nabob of Bengal, or which ſhall be acquired in time 
% coming; with an expreſs exception, agreeably to the Prayer of their Pe- 
« tition, of any Settlements. or Territories conquered from the Subjects of 
« any European Power, . the ſame open ta be diſpoſed of in all caſes, 
« according to yaur Royal Witdam,” 5 V 


Upon this Report, the King granted all plunder and booty to the Company, 
under certain reſtrictions; and allo licenſed the Company and their Servants, 
« by any Treaty of Peace with any Indian Princes or Governors, to cede, reſtore, 
© or diſpoſe of any Fortreſſes or Territories acquired, or thereafter to be acquired. 
0 by conqueſt, except Settlements conquered from any European Power, which 
« they were not to 8 of without His Majeſty's Permiſſion *. Which 
Licence, thus reſtricted, was accepted by the Company. To add to all this, 
the Houſe of Commons in 1773 (which was Nine Years. after the Company's. 
poſſeſſion had been eſtabliſhed by a Grant from the Mogul in the Dewanneeſhip 
of Bengal) came to a decifive Reſolution, That all acquifitions made under the 
wr agony of @ Military Force, or by Treaty with Foreign Princes, do of right belong 
« to the Slate,” Z | | 5 hs 


of Coll. of Statutes. and Charters, ad Part, p. xliv. 


WY. 


Z Juſtice will. be done by ſetting the Receipts. againſt t 


.. conſidered as the excluſtve right of the Company). 


ET ( ug ) 


THEE © 
' Expen ces incarred by the Company | in the Indian Congue offs 5 


HAviNG mentioned the Expences of the Company incurred in the conqueſt 


and ſubſequent defence. of the territories in India, it will be expected that +. 
fuller explanation ſhould: be given on that head. a, 


Tt has been aſſerted, with more Confidence, perhaps, than truth, that the 
Territorial Revenues have been ſo blended in India with the Commercial Funds of 
the Company, as to render every attempt to diſcover the amount of the ex— 
pences-ſuſtained in the acquiſition and protection of thoſe Territories, beyonds 
the net revenues they have yielded, fruitleſs and DUETS + And that no in-- 

the Payments, and thus 


cloſing the account for ever. 


Were the Revenues to be continued under the collection of the Company 
until their debts abroad and at home were diſcharged, and the value of their 
commercial aſſets become ſufficient to cover their Capital Stock, there probably 
would be no difficulty in acceding to the final adjuſtment of the Account in the- 
manner propoſed. But burthened as the Company are with debts,.and after having. 
ſo recently advanced large ſums by. new ſubſcriptions to. their Capital Stock, 
it behoves them, in Juſtice to their Creditors and to themſelves, as. well as. 
for the ſupport of their honour and character, to ſhew that the Revenues. 
of India have fallen ſhort of reimburſing the exceſs of their diſburſements in reſpect 
of the territories, by the full amount of the debts owing abroad and at home, 
the current debts incident to their commerce excepted. And: thaugh it may?. 
be true, that the Land Revenues and the Commercial Funds have been in ſome. 
reſpect mixed together, ſo as to render ita fruitleſs. attempt to ſeparate: them at 
this day, yet as the Company are well known to have received no other. re- 
mittances from abroad, than by the medium of their inveſtments, we may: 
venture to aſſert, that if an account were taken at home, after the following. 
method, the out turn of it would be ſufficiently correct for every uſeful. pur- 
poſe, and afford all. the ſatis faction the nature of the caſe ſeems to require. 


Iſt. Let an aceount be taken of the prime coſt, outfit, freight, and charges o 
merchaudize, of all bullion, goods, and ſtores exported by the Company to India, for any 
given time; and add thereto the profits. derived by. their 7 there (thoſe being 

o this,, add alſo the 
expences of the commercial eſtabliſhments, and other charges of merchandize 
in India, and the amount of bills of exchange, and the expences of forces and recruits: 


| Paid by the Company in London, and the money paid into the Excheques. for 5 


aſe of the Pablic=—The aggregate of theſe will ſhew what India may be debited © 


to the Company. | 
2nd. In contraſt with that-debir ſhould be placed the amount, at their prime coft. 

in India, of all inveſtments ſhipped there both for Europe and China, and all 

remittances from India to China within the ſame perrod. 


If the aggregate of the Payments at home have exceeded the receipts by 


remittances from India to China, and by the inveſtments m India to China 


and Europe at their prime coſt, then will the Company have a right to place 
the difference as a debt againſt the territories in India; but if their, receipts by 
thoſe remittances and inveſtments ſhall be found to exceed their payments at home, 
then will the Company be indebted to that amount to the zer7itorial revenues. 


There will however remain another ſmall account to be adjuſted, to bring 
the intended ſtatement to a nearer degree of accuracy. We have already ob- 
ſerved, that the Company had for/s and faFfories in India before the congueſt of 
Bengal; and doubtleſs theſe were attended with ſome, but it is preſumed not 
much, expence to the Company, beyond what were properly included under 
the head of their mercantile ęſtabliſpments. We have alſo ſhewn that the Company 
had Land. rams, port-duties, and cuſtoms. Neither of theſe articles are included in 
them anner above recommended for taking the foregoing account. But as the 
Company's receipts by rents, duties, and cuſtoms in India were very conſiderable, 
even at an ear] Wee as will appear by the Reports of the Select Committee 
of the Houſe of Commons of the year 1773, and as the extra expences of the 
Jon are ſuppoſed to have been but trivial, antecedent to the war of x7 56, there 
ſeems reaſon to expect, that this part of the ' computation might ultimately 
terminate in the Company's favor. 0 e ON” ne po 


It is well known, that in 1780, an account en the foregoing datum, or ſome- 
thing very near it, was taken with very great pos by a worthy and in- 
telligent member of the Company, then and ſtill a Director. It was printed 
and diſtributed under the title of **-Remarks.on the Zaſt India Company's Balances 
in England from their Trade and their revenues,” and the refult of it was, that 
the Company had actually paid on the account of the Territories, more than 
had been returned from thoſe Territories, by the ſum of C. 3,622,969, exclu- 
ſive of intereſt; and if that account, accurately continued to the preſent time, 
were laid before the Public, it would ſhew that the balance above ſtared, - 
has been conſiderably increaſed, beſides the debts. ſtill due for the expences of 
the two laſt wars. The arguments and obſervations annexed to the account 
here referred to, are highly worthy the ſtudy and attention of every one who 
wiſhes to be informed of the particulars of this part of the Company's 
concerns. a | 85 
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CHAPTER V. 
The Rights permanent or temporary of the India Compony- | 


To undeceive ſuch as have fallen into the yn, | ra that the Com 
pany's chartered Rights, their Corporate Capacity, and their £aberty of trading win 
à Joint Stock, are one and all determinable in 1794 (unleſs their Charter be 
previouſly renewed), as well as to evince how far the exiſting Rights of the | 
Company, over the principal Seats of Trade, and other Settlements abroad, | : 
may ſtand in the way of laying the trade open to individuals with a proſpect 
of ſucceſs, it becomes neceflary to bring into a collected point of view, what 


thoſe Rights are, and to diſtinguiſh ſuch as are only of a 7amperary nature and : 
require renewal, if proper way, renewed,. from ſuch: as are lawfully veſted in- 
them in perpetuity. , 1 8 9 59 e . 
Their temporary Rights confiſt, Firfl, of the ſole and excluſve Frade witir 
NVidia and * other Paris within the Limits deſoribed in their Charter, ſo that none 
d2ther of the King's ſubjects can go thither ot trade there, except. it be Laue 
= of the Company. | ir 3 TT. ” 
1 And Secondhy, they Have the Adminiſtration of the Government and! Rerrnues 
3 of the Texritories in India acquired by their Conqueſts during their Term in the | 
9 Excluſive Trade, ſubject nevertheleſs to the various Cheques and Reſtrictions EL 
2 contained in the ſeveral Acts of Parliament which veſt that Adminiſtration in- | 
J them. Theſe ſeveral temporary Rights are determinable by Parliament in 1794s, 
VP under the Notice given ky Order of the Houſe. of Commons, in the Fear 1791. 


The Rights which-they poſfeſs in Pergetuity-are,. 


© | To be a Body ꝶ Corporate and Politic, with perpetual 'Sieceſfions- 
- -: Fo purchaſe 2, acquire, and diſpoſe at will of lands · and. tenements in Great: | 
2 1 Tn, to, and'from the Eaſt Indies, in the Countries and Parts of Aa and Africa, and i 
1 to, and from the Iſlands, Ports, Havens, Cities, Creeks, Towns, and Places of Afia, Africa, 
and America, or any of them, beyond the Cape of Good Hope to the Straights of Magellan, 
3 Kere any trade. or traffick of merchandize is or may be. uſed: or had, and to and from every of. 
them.. | : | | ä 
+ By the Statutes 3 Gto. II. ch. 14.—17 Geo. III ck. 17. —and 21 Geo. III. ch. 65. | 
m In their Charter of 10 William III. the value in Great Britain was nov-zeſtrited,. bus by: | 8 
Act of 3 Geo. II. the value therein is not to exceed C. 10,000 per annum. 5 : 1 


5 


| 23 is ) | | 
To make * Settlements 7 any Extent within the Limits of their Excluſive 
Trade, build Forts and Fortifications, appoint Governors, erect Courts of Fudicature, 
coin Money, raiſe, train, and muſter Forces + at Sea and Land, repel wrongs 
and injuries, make reprizals on the invaders or diſturbers of their peace, and 
continue to trade within the ſame limits, 2vi7h a joint Stock for ever, although 
their Excluſive Right of trading ſhall be 1 determined by Parliament. . 


Poſſeſſed, therefore, as the Company is, of all the ſea ports and places of 
Trade in the Eaſt Indies in perpetuity acquired by grants from their for- 
mer owners, the Native States of India, and held by the bet of titles, namely, 
upon Rights and Powers granted upon formal cmpatts for full and valuable con- 
Fiderations paid to the Public, and ratified and Hap" ap 5m by ſundry acts of Par- 
- Lament, it ſeems evident, that although the excluſfve Trade of the Company were 
to be determined, yet that no private merchant of this or any other country 
eould juſtify entering any of thoſe ports or places for the purpoſe of Traffic, but 
by the Company's permiſtion, unleſs the Ports and Factories, as well as the 
Trade, were to be thrown open. This would, however, be an innovation on 
private rights and private property, of which the records of Parliament afford 
no inſtance, except in caſes merely municipal, and where their extreme urgency 
for effeCting ſome great and approved defign manifeſtly tending to ſecure or 
promote the 3 intereſts of the empire, have impelled the Legiſlature to 
the exerciſe of / extraordinary a ſtretch of their authority. On ſuch occaſions, 
however urgent or important they may have been, the greateſt circumſpection 
has been always uſed, and care taken, as far as the nature of the caſe would 
admit, to affect the private property of the individual, be his condition what 
it might, as little as poſſible; and in no caſe have the applications for ſuch 
like purpoſes proved ſucceſsful, where every party was not conſenting, but on 
the fulleſt proof and conviction, that the intereſts of the country required the 
« ſacrifice, nor without ſtrict proviſion being made for giving ample compenſation 
to the owners of the property to be affected, and which it has been the practice 
to apportion, not merely to its intrinfic worth, but according to that degree 
of 1b which, under all exiſting circumſtances, its exclufive poſſeſſion af- 
forded, or might in reaſon be in Proſper o afford, to its former proprietors. 
This ſalutary principle is ſo confiſtent with. juſtice, and the oommon rights 
. of mankind, and is become ſo rooted and interwoven by practice into our 
- Conſtitution, that we may with confidence affirm, it will never be ſhaken nor 
. departed from by the Parliament of Great Britain. On the other hand, cir- 
cumſtanced as the caſe is with reſpe& to the importance of the Company's 
 excluſove Right to the Ports and Places of Trade in India, whereby to ſecure the 
_ peouliar wraps they will afford to the Company trading with à joint flock, 
aſter che trade of individuals ſhall be e competition and rivalſhip with 
chem; and when it is conſidered how vaſt is the number of perſons, Members 


By che Charter of King William. £3; Ig | | 5 
+ By Acts of Parliament, 2) Geo. II. ch. 9.—1 Geo. III. ch. 14.—and 21 Geo, III. ch. 65. 
1 By the Three Statutes mentioned in Note (+) in the preceding page. . 
. | | | wo or 


„ 667. . 5 


or .Creditors. of the India Company, whaſe property is embarked in, or colla- 
terally dependant upon the future ſucceſs o their Commerce; and that many 
other. deſcriptions of perſons are alſo individually intereſted in Whatever relates 
to the ſeats. of Trade eſtabliſhed with ſo much expence, and ſo neceſſary for 
conducting it in future, it appears no eaſy matter to deviſe any practicable means 
by which a proper compenſation for the F wreſted from the Com- 
pany, in oppoſition to their wiſhes, and ſo apparently to their injury, can be 
adjuſted or computed; or in what manner, if the quantum were fixed, it can be 
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| How far the Appellation of 4 Chartered Monopoly is applicable to the Eaſ India Trade. 
Tr E appellation of a chartered Monopoly, given on various occafions to te 1 
Eaſt India Company's exclufive Trade, can be meant only to excite popular | : 
odium, and bring it into general diſrepute. We have, in a-former chapter, 
ſhewn the origin of the two Eaſt India Companies, and that the former held 
their excluſive trade by the voluntary grant of the Crown, founded ſolely on its 
prerogative, while the latter, or preſent Company, derive their rights by actual 
purchaſes from the Public, upon ſolemn compatts authorized and confirmed by 
acts of Parliament. True it is, that King William granted a Charter of Incorpora- 
tion to the preſent Company: but it wasa Charter conceived in the very terms 
of the agreement previouſly made* with, and ratified by Parliament,” and can 
therefore be conſidered in no other light, than as an inffrument” of inveſtiture, 
iſſued -under the Great -Seal of Great Britain, in compliance with the letter of 
the act, in order to perpetuate the agreement, by inrollment (as all Charters are, 
though Acts of Parliament are not) upon the public archives of the kingdom, 
kept in the High Court of Chancery, whereby to eſtabliſh, more firmly, if it 
were poſſible, the tenor of the bargain,” the origin of the incorporation, the | 
extent of the rights and privileges meant to be conveyed, and the reſtrictions - | * 5% en 
with which they were accompanied. In theſe important reſpects, did this | 
Charter differ from all others, that it was not only the firſt ever granted by 
fimilar authority, but was free from every legal queſtion which had attached on 
others, ' becauſe it ſprung from an act of the Britiſh Parliament, and was made in all | = 
' #hings to correſpond Git it. How far the learned * gentleman, who, in 1783, | 
made ſo light of Charters, and of this Charter in particular, by deſcribing it as 
of no other value or virtue, than ſo much * parchment with a bit of wax'dang- 
« ling at its tail,” had informed himſelf of theſe particulars, or whether he _ 
really conſidered (as from the very high opinion we entertain of his virtue and | 


u debate in the Houſe of Commons on the famous India Bill of Mr. Fox. 
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the mode of its ſale and di 


LL” (e 3 
Ittegritys we hope; and belleve he did), that the Charter from King William 
Had been a mere gratuitous bufiheſs, flowing, like many others, from royat 
bounty, and dependent on the authotity of "prerogative alone, we ſhall not pre · 
tend to determine; but we may boldly affirm, that the Eaſt India Company 
detive no rights, whatever, under their Charter, other than what they fairly 

vrchaſed, Hot any but fuch as ste ſanftioned to them in the moſt clear and 

inet manner by the act of Parliament under which the Charter was made, 
and thoſe ſubſequent acts by which the exclufive Trade has been continued to 
them, upon new bargains with the Public, to this day. And when it is recol - 
' lected, x bt the continuance of their excluſive Trade is not dependent on any Char- 
ter (for they have had none for their trade ſince 1698), but on Acts of Parlia- 
ment only, we cannot but be forcibly ſtruck with the impropriety of this appel- 
lation The Chartered Präde, as generally applied to the exiſting excluſive 
Trade of the Company. 2 „ 1 Why 


A monopoly, according to its literal, as well as enlarged ſenſe7 undoubtedly 
means the ingroſſing and getting into the power of any individual, or of two 
or more perſons combined for t purpoſe, any particular commodity, whereby 
to command the time and manner of its ſale, and to with-hold it from the market, 
or deal it out at pleaſure, at an arbitrary or extravagant price. 
"Though the ſpirit of our laws, at all 1 periods, declared that trade ſhould be 
free, and forbad all monopolies; yet ſuch was the influence of preropative, and 
the ſubmiſhon of the people to it in early times, that it was not until the 
21 James I. that all grants of monopolies by the Crown, were declared null 
and void by ſtatute. And in that act is contained * a proviſion that it ſhould not 
extend © to Companies or Societies df Merchants erected for the maintenance, 
<« encouragement, or ordering of any trade of merchandize.“ edi 


. " What, therefore, conſtitutes the ſpirit and eſſence of a monopoly is, the hay- 
ing the ſole command and power over ſome neceſſary article or commodity, in 
ſþoſal, by which to enhance the value, and impoſe on 

the conſumers an arbitrary price. Surely no one will gravely pronounce this ſort 
of nionopoly to apply to the Trade of the India Company, either in theory or 
gp 1s for ſo tar were the Company from purchaſing from the Public, and 
he Public from granting or legalizing any thing approaching to a monopoly 
of this kind, that it has, in the moſt poſitive terms, enjoined that the ſales of 
goods by the Company ſhould be made openly and publicly by Inch of Candle, 
or. by way of Auctios, within twelve months after the importation thereof F. 
The practice at the Company's ſales has ever been ſtrictly conſonant to the law; 
and ſo far from the Company, or any of the individual members of it, having 


5 17 


fo 3 Oe; 14. 1 10. 17 U. 2. ch. ts. ſ. | + 56 41 G. . ch. 6 . . 4. | Fe 
1. Gee Stars 9 2 3. ch. 30. 25 E. 3. ch. 2. 2 R. 5 ch. 105 11 R. 2. ch. 21. 
21 J. 1. ch. 3. 1. 4+ 
The Charter limite the lots to C. t, ooo in value; they rarely exceed . 300; and abund 
of lots are made very ſmall to accomodare Individunls. A Forth p hacitude £ defpect to the Aue of 
(ale; after importation, was given by an Act of 7 Geo. 1. ſt. 1. ch. 21. ſ. 10 and 11. 
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hai mionopolicnrs of India goods to their own aggran "AE 
found upon a ſtrict ſerutiny of the-profit divided amongſt them for fourſeare - 
years paſt, that their dividends, taken for the average of any reaſonable period 
have been ſometimes 4% than, and ſeldom exceeded ah legal current rats & inter 
of money, computed by the value or market price of their Stock; 2 whic 
alone affords.an unequivocal proof, that what might otherwiſe-haye conſtitu 
a mercantile profit: on the India Trade (beyond the _ intereſt ,of the 
capital employed) in the hands of individuals, has been ſunk in the r 
ices of Aſiatic merchandize, and become a ſaving to the conſumer; and * 
bo ave the Public reaped the real profits of - the India commerce, why, all the 


riſque has been ſuſtained by the Company. 


: There is alſo four adyautage: derived from _— 5 vatare. of Fa 2 
tion of the Eaſt India Company, beyond what would reſult were the Trade in 


the hands of private merchants. The books are at all times open for the 
«© admiſſion of every deſcriptien of perſons. who. may..delire. to become mem- 
cc bers, and have money to adventure, It knows no Altingen of profeſſions, 
religions, or even ſexes, and in the General Courts there is the moſt perfect 
equality: every one preſent has the ſame right with another to ſpeak his ſenti - 
ments, and give eee A difference is made only in yoting, Which, . 
_ taken by the holding vp of hands, requires C. 500 lock, and when by b 
L. 1, ooo ſtock, for a ſingle vote j ,. g for t- votes; {+ 6,009 For ow 
votes; nud £10,000 for four votes :; Which: is the largeſt number gf. votes any 
member is allowed: to poſſeſs; Whilſt C. 7 — 8 4 any wember ts 
become a candidate for che gie of a airman.. . Hence 3 
perſon without. being-bred £0 commerce, . e on ND, =D 
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Company hold it by pls rom the Public. The Trade of the Old Company eee, . 


5 was managed by a ſmall Committee, and 'the anajor part of the W 448i . 


divided amongft ee perſons. The Trade is now managed A l. ee , 


2 Directors, and the —— of Fa ye e 2 55 . 
t capital, is upwards of %% en an vate, or ZA At. 
or =o at leaſt 414 thouſand more, heſide . 571 


privile 

Alicitly or clandeſtinely, avd whole number is yery e 52 0 1 Son- 

duct is nat often ſcrutinized, becauſe it might, diſcourage the T Exports, 

Ff which illicit adventures chiefly eonſiſt: do that we may fairly campute 2 
| e who ME the die hen 1 the export, 1 fo 4 
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run of the import Trade from India and China. Befides, the Old Company 


could hold back their goods from the market, and ſell them privately, juſt as 


ſuited” their own purpoſes: The © prefeat Company can ſell only to the beſt 
bidder, and were never known to keep back any goods, when a bidder could 
be found for them; their ſales are conſtant and uniform; and, above all, «the 
magnitude of the Trade, and the appropriation of its produce, amongſt fo 
op a number of perſons, muſt ever ſecure the Public from every apprehen- 

on of its being converted to any of thoſe baſe purpoſes, which, by their com- 
bination alone, can create the eſſence of a'monopoly, 
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Plats formerly recommended for ee "of conducting the Trade to the Eat 
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A MONGST the ſchemes deviſed in preference to that of a Joint Stock 


Company, for' ſecuring a beneficial Trade with India, we do not find any one 
to have been gravely propoſed for throwing it wholly open to chance. The 


only plans that ſeem to have been thought worthy of ſerious deliberation; were 


ſuch as had in view (though perhaps not all on the ſame model) a Regulated 


Open Company. Such was he ft Company eſtabliſhed in the year 1600, and 

ſuch was he general Society, both of which we have ſeen to have grown into 

Joint Stock Companies. The difference conſiſts in this: In a regulated Com- 
any, every merchant qualified according to the Rules preſcribed, and con- 


forming to them, may become a member, and may trade with his own ſeparate 
capital; whereas, in a Joint Stock Company, the whole capital is thrown into 
one common maſs. In the former caſe,” the number of members, and the 
extent of the trade, are indefinite; in the latter, though the number be not, 


8 extent of the trade is limited by the amount of the joint ſtock employed 
” Although no general plan for throwing the Trade open has been ſuggeſted, 
hiſtory furniſhes us with various inſtances of attempts made by individuals to 


trade on their own capitals, with India and China, as well before the inſſitution 


of the firſt India Company, as ſince; but ſuch attempts ſeem one and all, to 
have been attended with little better than ruin to the adventurers: and, indeed, 


When the diſtance from India, the nature of the intercourſe with the natives, and 
the want of ports and ſettlements, are confidered, our ſurprize cannot but be 
excited at the raſhneſs of thoſe who made the trial. The moſt flattering pro- 


ſpect to adventurers of this deſcription was held out in the time of the Uſurpa- 
tion, when Oliver Cromwell ſuſpended the Trade of the Company, to give to 


4 > 
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ns a fair opportunity of trying the effect of an Open Trade. Thier 


periment ended, as might be expected, in ruin; and, after an interval of four : 


or five years, the Company were reſtored, and the unſucceſsful adventurers wee 5 | "2 
amongſt the firſt of thoſe, who applied to the Protector for liberty to trade 75 5 
with a Joint Stoek. Many other inſtances might be adduced of failures by 
private adventurers, bit none have come within our obſervation, that were 
attended with ſucceſs. A remarkable inſtance of the inconveniences with whick: - 
experiments of this ſort have been attended, happened in the reign of Charles 
II. Many private ſhips had ventured to trade in India in defiance-of the Com- 
pany, and if ſome of them found their aceount in it, a contrary fats attended 
the majority. Their loſſes were, however, the leaſt of the inconvenience; the 
officers and men conduated themſelves with ſo much arrogance and-impropriety;. - 
and created fuch diſturbances, as at length to excite the general indignation of 
the Natives, and draw upon the Engliſh in general, the reſentment of the 
Mogul, and other native powers; who, making no diſtinction betwixt the 
interlopers and the agents of the Company, waged war and ſeized on the Com- | 
pany's factories, and were on the brink of totally extirpating them from India, „ 
to the utter loſs of the intereſts of the Engliſh nation there: And it wWas onlß . 
by the interpoſition of Government, who ſent a ſhip. of war to ſeize on the in- 
terlopers, with a Proclamation to compel them to repair to the Company's + 
factories, and ſubmit to their juriſdiction, that after an interruption of five 
years, and the incurment of a heavy expence by the Company, the Countrx 
Powers were pacified, and order reſtore dwꝓz. d oy 
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The Preſent State of the Trade of foreign Countries with India and China. 
TR E Portugueſe, the Spauiardi, the French, the Danes, and the Dutch, have 
all, in their turn, participated in the benefits of the Eaſt India Commerce, 
each of them having obtained from the Country Powers the privilege of a Free 
Trade, and of making Settlements and Factories on the Peninſula of India, 
and the Iſlands contiguous, for the carrying it on. The Trade of the three x 
laſt named has, for the moſt part, been conducted by a regular 3 8 7 
pany nearly fimilar to our own; that of the Portugueſe by Houſes of Trade, | 5 EC 
or private Companies, and ſometimes by rich Individuals, fingly on their own | | 
Capitals. That of Spain has ſo dwindled, that of late we have ſcarcely: heard ; | 
of it. Sweden alſo has ber India Company, fo called; but we know of no ; | | 
Settlements poſſeſſed by her on the Afiatic Continent, and her Trade of late | | 
times has been chiefly,” if not wholly confined to China and other parts to the : 
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'Eaftward of the Ganges. 
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For ſome years previous to ind until che ef of the Comtmnutation Act 
in 1784, and for ſome time afterwards, ſeveral of theſe Foreign Companies 
took of the profits derived by the ſmuggling of teas into this Kingdom, 
y ſupplying it either direct from China to Oſtend, Dunkirk, and other con- 
venient places, or by ſelling it to others for that purpoſe. . In conſequenoe of 
the Commutation Act, and of lowering the Duties on Tea, the India Company 
Were enabled to underſel the ſmuggler, and in a great degree to put an end to 
his traffick in that article. Our own regular imports in tea have ſince become 
more than doubled in quantity, to che diminution of the Carrying Trade of 
the Swedes, Danes, and the India Company of Embden, inſomuch as almoſt to 
_ annihilate thoſe Companies. That of Znbden, if not wholly diſcontinued, is 
ſaid to be on the eve of becoming ſo, and another India Company in che Low 
' Countries, called the Trieſte Company, has, ufter very great aids afforded her to 
ſupport her ſinking credit, and after loſing or ſpending her whole capital, 
intirely ſtopped tra ing. | e * 4 bg — * Ne he N brig”, 0 An 4 mia Dogs +4 723 A 
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The Dutch Company poſſeſs not only valuable and convenient - Factories, and 
. confiderable poſſeſſions in India and other parts of Aſia, but alſo the whale 
of the ſpice trade, pepper excepted, and were for a ys agg the envy of their 
10 age neighbours, 5 _ commenc en o a war, we 

ch Company were ric fſperous, and flouriſhing ; but iu the rupture sf 
that nation with England ne power of the 3 enabled them to ſeize 
their Settlements in India, and interrupt their Commerce, which bt their 
affairs into ſuch diſtreſs, that they muſt have been utterly ruined, if they had 
not been ſupported by loans from the States General to a very large amount, 
and from that period doubts have been entertained of their ever being able, 
with all the aid of their Spice dn Fa and land revenues in Aſia and Africa, 


to diſcharge their Debts and reſtore their Credit. - | 

The failures of ſucceſſive India Companies in France are too notorious to re- 

. any particular detail, eee the advantageous Settlements of 

Pondicherry, the Maxritins, and other parts. Their preſent Company, by con- 
2 whole attention to Trade alone, and by taking part of their ſupplies 

for the conſumption of France, by purchaſe of the Engliſh Company, have 

' hitherto-maintained their ground ; but a war mult inevitably. throw them on 
the mercyiot;England. .. 1; gt 11: antes e or bas 


Besides the Trade carried on by theſe ſeveral Companies (for they were nat 
__ in the excluſion of ways bly merchaot), there have been ſhips fitted 
. out by private Adventurers from  Seveden, Denmark, Oftend, France, Portug 

and eimerica. '' Some. amongſt them may probably, have been gainers; but we 
Know the greater part have been great ſafferers, and upon the whole afford an 
uleful leſion to ſuch mercantile ſpeculators if they were wiſe enough to benefit by 
the experience or misfortune of others, who have wildly engaged in the diſtant 
and hazardous commerce of Afia on ſmall capitals. As to America, if we may 


bos allowed to judge by her preſent ſlackneſs in the proſecution of her commerce 
5 N with 


* 
1 


with Iädis and China, or by the-purchaſcs-ſhe bes been of late in the habit of 


making in Europe of Afiatic goods, and the loſſes ſhe is known to have ſuſ- 


tained by her cargoes of tea from Canton of the year 1789, there ſeems. little 
9 


probability of her carrying” her commercial intercourſe with thoſe remote 


gions, at preſent, to any confiderable extent. e 
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The Returns of the Company's Trade anterior to their acquiring the Territories 25551 
the Effect produced T the Acquiſition on their ry age and. Imports ; the preſen 
Amount of their Debts, and their. Claims upon ib. 

. their Expences incurred in acquiring and preſerving the conquered Provinces. © 


ANTECEDENT the year 1757, the ſale amount of the Company's Im- 
Fan had rarely, if at any time, exceeded two millions in any one year. Their 
foreign inveſtments were provided for by ſales or barter of their iy op goods 
and bullion, and by money lent them by their ſervants in India on bills payable 


| ill 
in London, which was the old method of remittance of money ac Mlle in the 


Company's ſervice. Thus we find the annual ſales of the imports by the Com- 


pany for ſixteen years next preceding 1757, amounted to about C. 2,055,000 


on the average; and that, for the ſame period, their exported and ſtores 


amounted annually, at their prime coſt, to f. 238,000, and bullion, C. 690, ooo; 


and that they paid in diſcharge. of bills of exchange, C. 190,000, If Suing 


that period the prime coſt. of the goods imported exceeded the amount of thoſe - 
three ſums, the difference muſt have been paid by the profit on the ſales of 
the goods exported, and by land rents and cuſtoms ariſing at their principal 


ſettlements. During the ſucceeding ten years, it ſhould ſeem that the revenues 
of the new acquiſitions afforded no profit to the Company; for though the 
produce of the ſales of imports became increaſed to the amount of C. 2, 1 50, ooo 
annually on the average, and though the quantity of bullion exported was 
reduced to about C. 120,000, per ann. yet we find that the exports in goods 
and ſtores, and the money raiſed, upon bills of exchange, were increaſed in a 
greater ratio, compared with the returns from abroad, the annual amount of 
each being as high as f. 430, ooo. From 1767 to 1777, the exports of bullion 


were about /. 110, ooo; of goods /. 490, ooo, and the ſums raiſed on bills 


. 458, ooo per annum; and by the aid afforded from the revenues, the inveſtments 
became ſo increaſed as to produce about J. 3, 330, ooo annually. From 1777 to 
1784, the average ſales of imports, notwithſtanding the war, fell off in the pro- 
portion only of about /. 200,000 annually; the export in bullion was for that pe- 
_ riod very trifling; but the goods and ſtores exported were inereaſed to about half 
the 
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ublic for an Indemmi cation of 


a million, and the money raiſed upon bills to about , 761,000 yearly. For 


„ (>) : = 
be laſt eight years, the ſale amount of - imports] has been C. 4, 768, 242 * 
annually on the medium; the amount paid for bullion /. 660, 223, for goods 
and ſtores exported . 7 53,976 +, and for bills of exchange C. 1, 258, 8 70 per 
annum. During the laſt 3 years the Sales have amounted to . 5,094,535 ; the 
ſums paid for bullion J. 464,046, for goods and ſtores C. 952,027, and for bills 
Le 737,465 per annum on the average. NE „ 


The comparative profits of the Company's Trade were certainly more con- 
ſiderable before they made their congueſts, in prqportion to the amount of the 
capital . r and the aggregate of the Sales of Imports, than at any time 
fince, While their cargoes were leſs they were purchaſed at more moderate 
prices abroad, and came to a more profitable market at home, But, by doubling 
- the Inveſtments in India, as in fack they have been, their prime coft, by the 
- increaſed demand, became enhanced, while their ſale prices at home, by the 
" increaſed quantity brought into the market, became reduced. The Company 
had however no choice; the ſurplus revenue in India could no otherwiſe be 
realized at home than through the medium of commerce; and although, on a 
ſtrict ſcrutiny, it may probably be found, that many articles from Bengal have 
not produced in England the amount of their invoice prices and other charges 
upon them, ſo that in the hands of a private merchant, a toſs would have been 
ſuſtained, yet viewing the tranſaction as affecting the community, it will be 
found that whatever inveſtments were produced from the territorial revenue, 
were a clear gain. With feſpect to the Coaſt Goods, and thoſe from China, 
they have been chiefly purchaſed or bartered for as in former times; and by 
he influx of teas ſince the Commutation act, through the medium of fair trade, 
e ſ½ 4.11 ele ee re e 

The Territorial Revenue, including ſubſidies and the income of the Com- 
pany's on property poffeſſed antecedently to the year 1756, may be 
reckoned at nearly ſeven million of Pounds Sterling per ann. But as the countries 
can only be governed and maintained, and the revenues collected, by keep- 
ing up a large ſtanding military force, and fundry civil eſtabliſhments; and 
as experience has proved it to be the beft œconomy to atlow liberal ſtipends 
to the-prineipal officers and ſervants, to place them beyond the reach of tempta- 
tion to do amiſs; the net ſurplus, after providing for all civil and military charges, 
and paying the annual intereſt of the ſubſiſting debt, does not exceed, ac- 
'cording to a computation laid before the Houſe of Commons by the 
Court of Directors, the annual fum'of L. 1,200,000. Be its amount what 
it may, the Reader may be affured that the ſpecie of India has been ſo ex- 
- 'hauſted, that no part of the ſurplus, whatever may be its amount, can be 
* '* Excluſive of files of privileged and private trade, which on the ſame a ame 
to 1.758757 per ann. beßides 3 eee For the preſent Pits of: 8 
—A!,. K 
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brought in ſpecie, nor can it be realized in England otherwiſe than through 
the medium of cargoes provided for the China or European markets. 5 


With reſpect to the debts of the Company, their amount in India appears to 
be about nine millions ſterling, and there being available aſſets in India equal to 


the diſcharge of ſomething more than o millious, there eemains about ſeven 


millions as a charge on the other aſſets and future revenues. This debt was 
incurred by war, and ſtands wholly unconnected with the Company's commerce. 


Their debts at home, beyond the value of afſets applicable to their imme- 


diate diſcharge, amount to upwards of four millions, of Which £:3,200,000 is 


their ſtanding bonded debt, authorized by Acts of Parliament. 


We have already taken occaſion to obſerve, that the claim of the Public to 


the territories in India .d by conqueſt, is ſubject not only to the out- 
ſtanding demands of the Company's creditors, but alſo to an equitable claim 


by the Company themſelves. The juftice of that of the .creditors manifeſts 


itſelf too ſtrongly to require any illuſtration or argument, and will doubtleſs 
obtain from a Britiſh Parliament, whenever it ſhall exerciſe its wiſdom in pro- 
viding any New Syſtem for the future adminiſtration_ of India, a ſuitable in- 
demnification. The claim of the Company appears alſo equally intitled 
to the regard and ſupport of the Legiſlature,  fince it is clear and evident, 
that in conſequence of the unavoidable expences they have been put to by the 
wars in India, their Capital Stock has been twice increaſed by new ſubſcrip- 
tions, as well as their Bond Debt, to enable them to carry on their Trade; 
at the ſame time their dividends have continued only at £.8 per cent. | 


Under ſuch circumſtances we can entertain no doubt but, from the candour 
and juſtice of Parliament, the territorial revenues of India will be ſo appro- 

priated, in any new arrangement that may be made, as to provide for the 
exiſting debts abroad, and ſome reaſonable compenſation for eh part of the 
debts at home as the Company ſhall he able to make appear they have diſ- 
burſed in acquiring and protecting the ' provinces, beyond What has been pro- 
duced to the Company from thoſe revenues. 2 rs ond 


* 
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CHAPTER X. 


The Natere and Extent of the Trade of the Company to India and China, with an 
1 Account of the Shipping employed in it. 


. ear e exiab wed! 
Wr bad nearly completed the account we intended to have given of the 
ſeveral ſpecies, quantities, and values of the goods exported by the Company, 
when the Houſe of Commons relieved us from that labour, by ordering * the 
three very able and ſatisfactory Reports, lately made on the ſubject to the Board 
of Commerce, by the Court of Directors, to be printed. Theſe Reports have 
' alſo, for their more extenſiye promulgation, been again printed by order of 
the Company. We ſhall therefore avail ourſelves of the authentic ac- 
counts they contain, by ſtating a brief recital of their contents in general, but 
with a recommendation. to our Readers to have recourſe to the Reports them- 
ſelves, as containing many matters, omitted by us, regarding the Trade of the 


4 


| 


Company at large, highly important to be known, 


From the firſt of theſe Reports we colle& theſe particulars: 


That the Bulk of the Exports conſiſts of, : 8 
Camblets, cloth, and other woollens; metals (particularly tin, lead, and 
copper); naval and military ſtores ; and filver in bullion. | | 


That the Company reſerve to themſelves the excluſive export of cloth, 
woollens, copper, bullion, and military ſtores; and alſo clocks, toys, and other 
articles ornamented with jewels. tn Ea 5 


FT bat other articles + exported from hence, are chiefly purchaſed in India 
by Europeans for their own conſumption, and are carried abroad in what is 
| called 


* 3d January 1793. 
+ A Liſt of Articles exported in Private Trade, 


Anchors, Canvas, Copper, 

Bar iron, | Cutlery, Drugs, 
Bulgia hides, Eur, Earthen ware, 
Brandy, Cordage, Furs, 

Beer, | Cabinet ware, _- - Glaſs ware, 
Boots and ſhoes, Clocks, Sh, Gunpowder, 
Braziery, Cochineal, Glaſs beads, 
Buntin, -; Carriages, A _ Ginſeng, 
Block tin, Carpets, SGrapnals, 
8 Cloth cuttings, 3 Gold thread, 
Cherry brandy, Confectionary, Gold lace, 


Haberdaſhery, 


( | 
called Private Trade *, by the Commanders and officers of the Compaiy's 
ſhips. : e e 


That beſides what are exported by the Company, md the Private Traders, = 


regularly regiſtered, abundance of Britiſh goods find their way to India, both 
by illicit Trade carried on directly from hence, and alſo by what is termed 
Clandeftine Trade, carried on from various parts of the continent of Europe in 
Britiſh ſhips, under foreign colours. 6 Ot os PEP? 


That with a laudable zeal for the public good, by promoting the exten- 
ſion of exports of Britiſh manufactures, the Company have continued to export, 
both to India and China, large quantities, particularly of woollens; though 
the ſale of them has not produced ſufficient to repay the prime coſt and all 


charges : have repeatedly commanded their commercial Boards in India, 


to indent for as many as can be ſold without an actual %%, making theſe om 
mands in effect heir flanding order: have greatly enlarged the privilege of 
their commanders and officers, 'in' refpe& to export goods, making them 
freight-free; and uſed, and continue to uſe, every endeavour to open new 
channels for the introduction of Britiſh / goods in various parts beyond the 


mens of India; the reſult of which, as far as can be yet known, is given 
n theſe Reports: And it may be fairly inferred, that the Company's warehouſes. 
in Bengal, Madras, and Bombay, are always ſupplied with more evooliens than can 


be ſold to a profit, from the circumſtance of there having been great numbers 


3 Perfumery, . Tin ware, 
Hoſiery, ickles 1 Pig lead, 

„ 24427 08 | | ruſſian blue, Raa iron, , 

Ironmongery, | Prints, | Tin plates, 
Lines and twine, Quick-fſilver, C11 
Lead ſhot, | Rum is M . Wooden toys, 
Millenery, CC . Window glaſs, 
Mathematical, and muſical in- Remnants of Cloths, | ns nan and 

ſtruments, | Snuff, 7 White lead, | 

Mancheſter goods, _ | - Sadlery, | 14636 13517 
Muſtard, Steel, : $ And to China, 
Orſidew, | Sheet lead, | 
Oil, 8 Smalts, | Skins, and furs, A 
Perry, Sword blades, Jewellery, toys, watches, foms 
Painter's colours, X Stationary, £7; wocollens, and ſilver. 
Plated ware, Ship-chandlery, | | 


The 8 lawfully licence whom they pleaſt to trade in the Eaſt Indies. The 
i 


officers and ſubordinates of their ſhips, being hir in number for every ſhip, are allowed the 
benefit of it, both in Export and Import, according to their different ranks or births. This is 
called Private Trade, and what they pay for this permiſſion, and in lieu of freight, is called Com- 
pany's Duties, and forms an article of the Company's wee The ſervants abroad are alſo 
frequently permitted to remit home their fortunes in merchandize, for which they pay freight to 
the 8 This latter Trade is diſting uiſnied from the former by the name of Privileged Trudi. 

+ The lois by woollens from 1784 to 1790, exported to India, after allowing for all charges of 
freight, inſurance, intereſt of money, &c. is computed . 37,790, and the loſs on thoſe exported to 
China at £.61,877 in the ſame period, D | 1 

| 2 0 


ene 


be computed at . 1,650,000 per annum. 


they are again exported, The importation of Thrown Silk is alſo prohibited, 


1 oe 9 


of bales of different ſorts, remaining at all times in each of - thoſe warehouſes, 
for want of purchaſers, the total value of which in 1789-90 was F. 167,761 T. 


The Report on the India Trade, does not give the particulars of all the 
Exports of the Company thither, but of 2boollens and metals, and ſuch part of 
the Private Trade as is regiſtered. It does not give the quantity or invoice of 
naval and military ſtores, ſent either as merchandize, or as ſupplies for the 
navy, army, and garriſons abroad; nor of what may be taken thither from 
Europe illicitly or clandeſtinely, beyond what is regiſtered: it is admitted, 
that the exceſs is ſo different in every ſhip, and ſo fluctuating, as to baffle all 


computation. We are however, by other authentic documents“, enabled to 
ſtate, that the prime coſt or invoice of goods and merchandize of the growth, 


produce, or manufacture of Great Britain and Ireland, annually exported to 
ndia and China, by the Company alone, including naval and military ſtores, 
which are alſo of our own manufacture, taken for the average of the laſt fix 
years, have amounted to upwards of . 900, ooo per ann. excluſively of bullion ; 
and that the export of goods to China, in barter for teas, has in that period 
been. greatly increaſed, while that of bullion has decreaſed in an equal or 
greater proportion; and it is computed that the Private Trade, regiſtered and 


not regiſtered, has amounted, for the ſame period, to /. 750,000 per ann. 


at the leaſt, Weng it only at the low computation for thirty ſhips annually, of 
£+25,000 each; ſo that the exports of Britiſh goods to India and China may 


= 
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Tux goods imported by the Company from India conſiſt chiefly, of muſlins, 
callicoes, and other piece · goods , raw-filk, cotton, indigo, pepper, ſalt- petre, 
ophium, and various ſorts of drugs; and from China, tea, coffee, and japan 
and China ware: other articles are doubtleſs brought both from India and 
China, but they are of a trifling comparative value: Sugar has occaſionally 


been imported in ſmall quantities, but it has been the policy of Government, 


in order to diſcourage (as it is thought) the introduction of ſugar from the 
Eaſt Indies, as an article either of commerce, or for conſumption, to the in- 
jury of the Fe India Planters, to lay a protecting duty on it of £.37 16s. yd. 
at the- ſelling price, while the Weſt India ſugars pay only after the rate of 15 s. 


+ The Firſt Report is confined to the Trade with India; the Second, to that of China; and 
the Third, to Japan and Perfia, In the two laſt are contained connected narratives of our com- 
mercial intercourſe in thoſe parts, the nature and extent of our trade with China, and the delicate 
footing on which it ſtands ; with Remarks, 'ſhewing the dangerous tendency of making new ex- 
periments with the Chineſe: And in the third Report are ſhewn the difficulties which obſtruct 
the extenſion of Britiſh commerce. with Perſia and Japan. | N | 15 

Accounts preſented to the Houſe of Commons in February 1793. | | | 1 

gl Silks, Bengal Stuffs mixt with Silk, or Herba, and printed Callicoes, brought from Hidia, 


* 


China, or Perfia, are prohibited from being worn in Great Britain. But they pay a duty, though 


per 


per one hundred weight. This differenee in the duty at the pteſent enhaneed price 


of ſugar, with the high freight paid by the Company on their Bengal ſhips, 


virtually deſtroys all competition, and amounts in effect to a 'prohibition : 
Otherwiſe, it is aſſerted that, Bengal alone, might, in a few years, be made 
to furniſh far more ſugar than would ſupply our own” conſumption;; and that, 
ſetting aſide the duty, the ſugars of the Eaſt Indies might be imported, both 
for conſumption and exportation, to the profit of the importers, and reduction 
in the preſent enormous price of that uſeful, not to ſay neceſſary article of life. 
But if any great quantity were to be brought from benen until produced by 


new plantations, it would doubtleſs be felt by the Natives as a grievance, 


depriving them of a principal means of rearing their children, whoſe ſupport, 
while young, depends very greatly upon the ſugar- ane. 


To ſhew the immenſe gain derived to this Country, by the import trade of the 


Eaſt India Company, (a gain which diſſeminates "itſelf through every branch 


of manufacture, and affords, in all its conſequences, à conſtant employment 


to ſome thouſands of our valuable artificers and workmen, )'we will endeavour. 
to ſtate the whole in as clear a point of view as poſſible, taken on the average 
of the years 1788, 1789, and 1790, and alſo on the average of the years 1797, 
1792, and 1793, giving diſtinctly the totals of the ſums paid by the Company 
for prime coſt, and the cuſtoms and exciſe thereon, and the freight and de- 
morrage, and charges of merchandize, with the total of thoſe articles. col- 


lected; and laſtly, the amount of ſales for the ſame period. But it muſt be 


remembered, that though the gains to the community may be computed from 
this datum, thoſe of the Company cannot, as they depend on various cir- 
cumſtances, which require a 4 inveſtigation. | 


| Average of the Company's own Trade, from 1ſt March 1787, to Ditto, 1790. 


Invoice, + Charges | | 
h Freight and 8 Amount 

Jor Prime Coſt | Cuſtoms, 8 of Mer-- | Total. 

abroad. „ D ON Wee chandize. 1 Wen 

„ ü WO OP ns 


| 2:547,848 | 521,883 | 736,275 270,675, 4,076,681 | 4,511,262 
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Average of the Company's own Trade, from 1% March 1790, to Ditto, 179 3. 


f C“. N . & : L, 7 N L. . ! 4. 
5 2,550,728 | 612,231 717,453 | 306,185 | 4,186,597 5,103,094 


n 


N. B. The Company do not inſure their Ships or Merchandize, and 
therefore no premium of inſurance is included in the charges of 


Merxchandize, nor any intereſt for the capital employed. 
| | Og To 
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To the preceding are to be added the imports on the Private and Privileged Trade, 
The freight and demorrage, and charges of merchandize are included in the 
above account. Their prime coſt can be known only to the parties concerned: 
but their ſale amount, and the cuſtoms paid, (aken on the average for the fol» 
» ⁰»m lese 88 
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The annual average of Private and Privileged Trade, 0 1 6447 
f ages, „Deiche peur Se 150,482 855,796. 
from 1787 to 1790, being three years, wa » 

Ditto from 1790 to 1793, average of three years, 100, 873 773,376 


"Befides the duties of cuſtoms contained in the above accounts, the following 
further duties were paid, amounting, on the average of each year, taken for 
\ five years from 1ſt March 1787 to ditto, 1792, to the ſums following: - 


OT NNE — mr mn mmm — 

| _ | Inland Duties on . 5 | | 

Exeiſe on Pepper con- e e = Cuſtoms on Totals, | 
eee pls — in Eng. Tea and Coffee. 1 "oy | | 
ky itn land. 18 33 Hr PROP ek, I. rn 
ae £& 4+ Ty pat Bi 

81,765 | a9 | | 438,549 


The whole average amount of the cuſloms, and inlavd duties on the import 
trade of India and China to Great Britain, may therefore be fairly eſtimated 

at C. 1,050,000 per annum, and the ſale amount thereof at F. 5,850,000 per 

annum. It is computed, that the ſale amount of the Company's own imports, 
for the current year, will amount to 5 millions. V 


The duties, however, here ſtated, do not wholly ſtop at the Exchequer. 
A great proportion of the merchandize from India, and probably about one 
tenth part of the tea imported from China, is exported to Ireland, and foreign 
parts; the drawbacks and bounties on which, conſiderably diminiſh the 
amount of the duties paid by the Company on their importation. It would, 
for many obvious reaſons, be extremely difficult, if not impracticable, to diſ- 
cover with exact certainty; the nett amount of the duties on the merchandize 
of India and China, which has remained after thoſe deductions. An Koons 
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af this nature was made for the 8 and by an actual and very labhorious 

collection from the hooks: of the cuſtom houſe, it was computed that out of 
L. 750, ooo paid by the Company for cuſtoms, on the imports ſold at their 

es, C. 330,000. bad been repaid for drawbacks and bountiesd. We are not, 
however, to conclude, that either the revenue or the country are ultimately 
wjured by the diminution. The export of India goods forms no inconſiderable 
part of our carrying trade to other countries, giving additional employment to 
our ſhipping, and affording commercial profits to our merchants, who, in 
return for the India goods exported, bring other valuable commodities, ſuf- 
ficient to return in cuſtoms, a ſum probably equal to that, which may have 
been paid in drawbacks and bounty. Other advantages alſo reſult to the dealers, 
and others, by the profits on the ro- ſales, by earriage and agency; and the 


Port of London being thus made the chief depit for the fupply of Europe, 5 


and of many parts af Africa and America, of the merchandize of the Eaſt, 
is neceſſarily reſoxted to by foreign merchants for its purchaſes, who, at the 
ſame time, buy various commodities..of our own manufacture, which would 
probably not otherwiſe have beem called for, by all uhich the national proſperity 


is promoted. 
"8 3.2 0p ENT | 
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oY ko woman, em lor amt, Wait dey 
Nix ETY-rwo Ships are at this time employed by — Company, abroad and 
at home, in the Carrying Trade to India and China, the meaſurement of which 


is 81,179 Tons. The average complement of Officers and Subordinates is 30, 
and of Seamen 100 for each Ship, making 2,760 Officers and Subardinates, 


and, 200 Seamen, Beſides theſe, the Shipping amployed in the Aſiatic Seas, 


in what is termed ** the Country Trade, is very conſiderable. The Reader will 
readily conceive, that to keep ſo numerous a Fleet of large Merchantmen afloat, 
for ſuch long voyages, muſt create employment for a vaſt. number of. artificers 
in various branches of trade, and alſo accafipn. the conſumption of a great 


quantity of materials manufactured and unmanufactured, not to mention the 
expences of victualling, &c. The extent of the employment. it affords, and 


of the materials it conſumes, may be eſtimated, by the amount. already given, gl 


what has been paid by the Company under the head of Freight and Demorrage. 


; - 
oy 


TTW 5 4180 RIO S043 000, 3 Rob a al, F143 
* Tt may. be taken, for granted, that, upon the average. of five .years,..the annual returns 
duties in drawback and bounty, are e ak to two parts in Kon of the, whole amount of cuſtoms 
and inland duties paid on Eaſt India and China goods. 5 ea e B 
Since the former Edition of this Trac, we have been. favored with a moſt comprobenſive and 


fatisfactory detail of the ſales of the Com 58% imports, including private Trades the quantities 
_ thereof exported, and the quantities retained 


or home conſumption or four years, with the. total 


of the ' drawbacks.” A paper ſo uſeful, and coming as it does from the molt reſpectaple aa 80 | 


cannot fail of being highly acceptable to the reader; we have therefore/ given it u place: at 


end of theſe ſheets. To this the Public are indebted, as indeed they are to the many improve» | 


ments introduced in the mode of, keeping the accounts. of the King's duties, by which alone 
ſatisfactory information on ſimilar ſubjects of intricacy can be obtained, to the zeal talents and 
aflluity of Mr, Irving, the Inſpector General of the Cuſtoms, EE | f 

5 | | . 


of, 


* 


. 


In bringing forward the foregoing Statements of the Import and Export Trade 
and Shipping of the India Company, which, it is truſted, will ſtand the teſt of 
the ſtricteſt ſcrutiny. The Writer is not influenced by any' ſelfiſh or partial 

motives, but purely by a deſire of communicating to his Readers a faithful 
account of the nature and extent of this branch of ' Britiſh Commerce, that 
. every man, by knowing its nature and magnitude, may be properly impreſſed 

5 | with a juſt eſtimate of its immenſe: value and importance, in whatever view it 

be conſidered, whether as furniſhing 'a regular permanent ſupply. of raw mate- 

-  Tials for our Manufacturers, and a uniform annual export of their productions, 
or as affording conſtant employment and livelihood to a conſiderable propor- 

tion of the inhabitants of this country, or as aiding our public revenues and the 
Carrying Trade of the country in re- exportation to Foreign Parts, and furniſh- 
ing various articles of comfort and luxury to all ranks and degrees of people, 
of the production of the Eaſt, at reaſonable prices; from which it is eaſy to 
perceive the neceſſity there is for the greateſt degree of eircumſpection 
| 55 uſed in the introducing of any Change of Syſtem, which might hazard 
the loſs, or divert the channels of this very valuable and important branch of 


4 


Britiſh Commerce. 
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„„ 2111, "Reſpebiing the Profits derived by the Company from their Trade. 
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e eee M e ag. n CFC e TE Ohh : 
1 HE/actounts which have been publiſhed do not furniſh the means of com- 
puting, with any degree of accuracy, the Profit and Loſs upon be Export 
Trade.” This defect is occafioned by the merchandize being blended with 
military” and warlike ſtores, and the want of a ſpecification what part of 
the ſtores was ſold or what part of them was converted to the uſe of the 
forces and gatriſons. The charges of merchandize are alſo blended with 
the expences of raiſing and maintaining recruits, and conveying them to India; 
and with gratuities, penſions, law charges, and other diſburſements. of various 
kinds, In the year 1780 it appeared, that the Export Trade, and the Com- 
pany's duty on Private Trade, had, upon the medium for ſome years before, 
cleared a profit equal to an annual dividend of C. 2 125. 64. per cent. on the 
old capital of C. 3,200,000 ; the profits derived by the Exports to China * 
fince that time have not been aſcertained ; and with reſpect to the Ex ports to 
India, it may be donbted if they now yield any real profit. For although 
warlike ſores, and metals, ammunition, and other articles, produce ſomethin 
conſiderable, moos NN is, in a great degree, if not intirely abſorbed in the 
85 
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| | loſſes on other goods, damages and charges of merchandize, and intereſt of the 
, ͤDTU—U—U———t af fo, olgprnemt wilget tan 4s þ . 
! ** M 8 21 E +3; „ in S 1 , ; 
: © ® Theprofits on theſe have been computed at £.65,000, per annum. 5 | 
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Of the + e Goods from India and China for the years 1791 „1792, and 
1793, the produce of the Sales appears to have exceeded. the invoice thereof, 
with the cuſtoms, freight, and charges. of merchandize paid therequt, _ by 


L. 2,749,491, the yearly average whereof is £916,497» %cãnr 


I The next article of profit ariſes from a duty.ſo. called of , 5 per cent. which - 
the Company are authoriſed by law to take. towards the expences of fupporting. 
the Factories, maintaining Ambaſſadors, &c. in India, on the value of India Goods 

imported by the Private Traders. Eee x" ar as well as the private Trade of the 
Company's Officers pay this duty, and alſo 2 per cent. more ad valorem for ware- 
houſe room and in lieu of other charges of merchandize on theſe goods, and the 


| privileged Trade pays the Company at the rate of C. 15 per len homeward for freight 
and demorrage ; from hence the Company derive about . 70,000 a year, be 
ſides the L.15 per ton for freight, and although the ſum produced may in 
appearance form part of their mercantile Funds, as an article of profit, it has. 
not in reality a feature of real profit in it; becauſe if the private and privileged 
Trade were to be charged with a due ſhare of the expences of ſupporting the 
Settlements and Ambaſſadors abroad, and warehouſes, &c. at home, appor- : 
tioned by its amount ad valorem to the Company's own Trade, the Sum falling 
on the private and privileged Trade would be much larger than it is ®. And it 
is owing to the manner in which this duty making 7 per cent. is charged in the 
Company's Accounts, that gives it the appearance of a profit, when in reality 
it is only part of the ſum charged againſt their own Trade, under the heads of 
Freight and Charges of merchandize, and ought more properly to be ſubtracted 
from them. We Fave been thus particular in explaining the nature of this 
duty, becauſe the cuſtom houſe officers have complained of it as holding out 
an additional temptation to the ſmugglers of private Trade, to avoid the 
cuſtoms and this duty likewiſe. And we muſt confeſs, that if the private and 
_ privileged Trade were to be charged, in lieu of freight and other charges, a 
duty > Song which ſhould not-depend as the Company's duty now does 
upon the actual lodgment of the 2 7 in the Company's warehouſes, the 
excitement to running the goods would in ſome degree be leflened, 


The only further article of profit at home is the unſold part of the Com- 
pany's Annuity from Government, and the Allowance for Management, making 
together £.37,913 165. per annuçanmagmgmm ne a paw 
The old Settlements of the Company in India properly form à part of their 
Commercial Eſtate, But the revenues of them, ſince the obtaining the Dewan- 
nee of Bengal, have been ſo blended with thoſe of the Dewannee, and other 

conquered or ceded territories, as to make it impracticable, to ſtate what 
they amount to at preſent. It does, however, appear, by the printed Reports 


: Printed Papers, No. 28. By act 9 & 10 W. 3. ch. 44. f. 66. 

|  *® The Commercial Charges, at the ſeveral Settlements in India, amount to 8 per Cent. on 

the Coſt. of the Inveſtment ; and the Charge of Merchandize at Home to 6 per Cent, on the 
Sale. Printed Accounts No. 3. & 4. of 20th February, 1793. . | 
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772 and 1782, made by different Committees of the Houſe « alta: . 

5 7h he Company's own landed" Property, Cuſtoms and Port Duties, produced ſo 

hate #3 1780, 4 groſs revenue of at leaſt g. 590,000. a-year, from which there 

muſt be deducted. C. 70, ooo a year paid to the Soubah 'Nizaw Ally, for the rent 

ar Farm of the Circars.. 7 3rmy theſe poſſeſſions were to contribute to che | 
encral expence of the Empire in ndia, 'on a proportionate footing with thoſe 
& the Company and of et and Tanjore, there would flilF remain a very 
large annual income from them, probably to the * amount of more than four 
per cent. 8 on the Capital Stock of Froe Millions. To 


The reſuft of the enquiry into the annual profits of the Compurty appears to 
bes that, with a temporary uſe only of part of the furplus of the public Rexe- 
nue of Bengal towards the purchaſe of their goods, the Company are in poſſeſ- 

fon of a yearly 1 income - derived by SPY and 5 TG and e fo as 


follows: JP 1 : ATE 


The profits by import, bob frpm bins wo an e C. 900,000 
By the contributions o thr and Fabien: wet Traders, rowards 1 


"tent expences 
By their 4. Sha from the Public for their unſold part © ue the 


debt of C. 4,200,000 | — 5 
And by tents, 9 and 22 duties! in Tndia, at the leaſt 22850, 000 
5 | * — , 
: 12 ain 8 on S148 5 . 11 2 8 Tora Lacs annum — £ 1,258,000 
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| Which, income (except the temporary, uſe of che ſum necellary-to:be-renlined | 


in Great Britain for the benefit of the Publie, through the medium of the Com- 


pany's Commerce) is unconnected... with, and independent of, the Dewannee 


revenues of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriſſa, and the new acquiſitions-from Tippoe 
Sultaun in the Carnatic, all belonging to the Public; and the only; deduEtions 
to be made from it are, the intereſt on the hond debt, and on bills of exchange 
and occaſional loans, and ſuch other articles of diſburſement, as have not been 


already placed under the head of Charges of Merchandize, the Whole of which ' 


cannot exceed, communibus annis, on à very liberal eſtimate; L-i200,000 per 
We are unable to ſtate with certainty the profit on goods exported to China; 
it muſt, however, be obſerved, that the amount of that profit can be reaed 


only by the ſales of the Teas in England; although it has been eſtimated: thar 


there is a profit on the ſale of thoſe exports of C. 65, ooo a year, nothing is in- 
cluded, on that aceount, in theſe ſtatements, there being no official document t 
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On the Compact * of 1781 for enlarging the term in the excluſive Trade 
the funds ariſing by the det farplus of the TerritorinF Revernes m profits bf Trade, 
after payment of : 2nd of 8 per cent. to the Froprietor Stoc 

vrere to be applied, three” fourths ta the Public, and the remaininy forrth'tothe 
Company. By the contiddation-of che war, and thE/itictexfed efablithafents; 
civii and military, in India, between 1779 and 1782, thoſe funds fell greatly 
CGE To defray the expences. In 1783 the Public agreed to forego any 


A conciſe View of the Company's Affairs, in their aiſtinft ties 
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participation of the above funds untiFeertain'debts ſhould be diſchargec; and 


by the Relief. Act of 1954 the participation, as ſettled in 1781, was to be re- 
uned, as ſoon” as the debts therein ſpecified were paid, and the bond debt 


reduced to C. 1, 500, 00 The Peace with % Sulfain was not concluded tin 


March 1784, and it was à conſiderable time after the treaty befote the troops 
were cotipletely reduced to the peace eſtabliſhment, and property ſkationed!; 
It has fince proved, that if the whole of the debt incurred by the War, beyond 
the revenues which had been received, could have been brought forwards at ati 
early period, they would not have fallen much ſhort of Eleven Millions. Up- 


wards of Fbur Millions of it have been finte diſcharged or transferred home, and 
from the accounts lately printed by order of the Houle of Commons, it may be 


a. 
4 
* * 


Ads 21 Geo, III. Ch. 63 Geo IH; Ch, 844 
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a dividend of 8 per cent. to the Proprietors of 7 Stock, 
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„„ „ 
collected, that after allowing for the caſh in the treaſuries abroad, and bills of ex- 
change due, and ſuch other aſſets as may be deemed good and available, there will 
ſill remain a debt of upwards of Sir Millions, beſides C. 1,384,050 due on bills 
ranted 6n account of the Iudia Debt upon the Company at home, including intereſt 
thereon, to March 1794. The Political or Ma, Debt of the Company nas, 
to be paid, or provided for, may therefore be taken at about Seven Millions ana 
an Half" Sterling.” From the Cireumſtance of the e raw of the Forces lay- 
ing before the Houſe of Commons an || Account of ſums advanced relative to 
the Forces of His Majefty ſerving in India, it is not improbable but the debt 
will be increaſed by the Demands of Government under that head. The total 
of the ſums advanced on this account, for four years, is C. 258,994. . 


- The Commercial Aﬀets in India alone, without taking into the account the 
value of Stores, or Sums owing to the Company of a doubtful nature, appear to 
exceed their | mercantile debts there, by One Million Sterling or more, and the 
balance of Afers in their favour in China is £-770,000. Their bond debts, 
and other debts at home relating to their trade, amount to about F. 6,250,000. 
Their ayailable Aﬀets in merchandize and good debts, including the unſold 
part of their annuities, to about /. 8,500,000, leaving an overplug of 
C. 2,250,000, which, with One Million of Aſſets in India, and the £.770,000. 
in China, makes a balance-in favour of the Company, after providing for their 
| Aidan Debts, of £. 4, ooo, ooo towards ſecuring their Capital Stock of Five 
VVV 


In addition to this ſum, the Proprietors of India Stock have the following 


farther ſecurity for their property, viz. 
#13 N AN N : 5 |; E 1 
L Pe 


In, The Military Stores abroad, valued at C. 980, 91%... 
Aal. The Buildings + and Fortifications at the feveral Settlements, includ. 
ing Sk. Helena, which appear to have coſt the Company C. 7,320,559. . 


HEE CH DG Gets | . 3 „„ 46 FIXES. 
X 2 In Plate, Houſehold Furniture, Plantations, Farms, Slaves, Sloops, 
Feel, and Stores, in India, C. 1,091, % . 


Abl, All their Landed Eſtates and Cuſtoms, (viz,).: Calcutta and its Pur- 
zunnahs, Madras and its Jagheer, the Five Northern Circars, the Iſlands of 
jombay, and St. Helena, Cuddalore, Pinang, and Bencoolen, producing. a. 
groſs income d of. , 520,060 a year, or £+ 400,000, a year net income, being. 
a leaſt £+.2.50,000 a year after allowing its due proportion for the general de- 
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iy . The Produce. of the Cargoes of the India and China Ships. already 
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de from England, beyond their prime coſt. 


1 Printed by Order of the Houſe, the 12th February 1783. 


Printed Papers, Houſe of Commons, No. 4. 3 5 
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. 
Sthly. The produce of the Cargoes above their invoice 
after arrive from India and China. 
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Ithly. The India-Houſe, Warehouſes, and other Buildings in London, 
valued at C. 355,780 , and their Ships and Veſſels, valued at f. 37% 


3 


Laſliy. The Sum on Balance, juſtly ebargeable to the Uſe of the Company 5 
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KNerapitulntion of the preſent State of our Trade with India and China, anid tht Rights of . 
the Eaſt India Company. The Nature and Grounds of the various Objettions expette# 
0 be made in Parkament, to the Continuation: of the Trade on its preſent” Syſtentt. 
| RefleBtions on the Effects of Imiovation. 66. 
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Ar i time when the Company are thicatened with's ſerioud oppotiion” ts tha 

_ continuance of their excluſive Trade with India and China, it is of importance, 
that not only the Members of the Legiſlature,” but every individual in ſociety; 
ſhould have a competent Knowledge of the nature and extent of the Coinpany's: 
acknowledged Rights, and the manner and authority, whereby they were 
obtained and are upheld, and, above all, of the extent to which their Trade 
has become advanced, that it may be clearly ſeen how far the intereſts of the 
Nation are more immediately concerned in its ſupport, or connected with it. 
It was to that intent that we have gone into the detail; and we "ſhall beg the 
indulgence of our readers, while we endeavour to bring the whole into 4 con- 
ciſe, but more connected view, coneeiving that a coneern ſo momentous and 
_ weighty cannot be too well underſtood, or too firmly impreſſed on the mind. 


= 
* 


The Rights of the Company are held under the immediate authority of Par- 
liament, and embrace all thoſe of the Old Chartered Company, which ſubſiſted: - 
from the year 1600 to 1708, when they became veſted or abſorbed; with” all, 
their Fortreſſes, Settlements, and Factories, and other property, real and per- 
ſonal, in the prefent United Company, (their body politic, and their power of 
converting the Frade into a miſchievous monopoly excepted).. They are à per- 
tual Corporation; and although their exeluſive Right to the Trade, and 
eir power of adminiſtering the government and revenues of India, were to be: 
determined (both which it is in the, power of Parliament to, do. after March: 
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(36 ) 
collected, that after allowing for the caſh in the treaſuries abroad, and bills of ex- 
change due, and ſuch other aſſets as may be deemed good and available, there will 
ſill remain a debt of upwards of Six Millions, beſides C. 1,384,050 due on bills 
ranted on account of the India Debt upon the Company at home, including intereſt 
thereon, to March 1794. The Political or War Debt of the Company remaining 
to be paid, or provided for, may therefore be taken at about Seven Millions and 
. an Half Sterling,” From the Cireumſtance of the Paymaſter of the Forces lay- 
ing before the Houſe of Commons an {| Account of ſums advanced relative to 
the Forces of His Majeſty ſerving in India, it is not improbable but the debt 
will be increaſed by the Demands of Government under that head. The total 
of the ſums advanced on this account, for four years, is C. 258,994- h 


The Commercial Aſſets in India alone, without taking into the account the 
value of Stores, or Sums owing to the Company of a doubtful nature, appear to 
exceed their mercantile debts there, by One Million Sterling or more, and the 
balance of Aſſets in their favour'in China is £-770,000. Their bond debts, 
and other debts at home relating to their trade, amount to about C. 6, 2 50, ooo. 
Their available Aﬀets in merchandize and good debts, including the unſold 
part of their annuities, to about . 8,500,000, leaving an overplug of 
4. 2,250,000, which, with One Million of Aſſets in India, and the £.770,000 
in China, makes a balance in favour of the Company, after providing for their 
Commercial Debts, of £. 4,000,000 towards ſecuring their Capital Stock of Five 


Millions. „ ne ; 
In addition to this ſum, the Proprietors of India Stock have the following 
further ſecurity for their property, viz. = | | | 


it, The Military Stores abroad, valucd at C. 980, 910 “. 


Adly. The Buildings + and Fortifications at the ſeveral Settlements, includ. 
ing St. Helena, which appear to have coſt the Company £. 7, 320,59 


: gdly; In Plate, Houſehold Furniture, Plantations, Farms, Slaves, Sloops 5 
 Vellels, and Stores, in India, C. 1,091,705 f. pag ts 


Ach! „ All their Landed Eſtates and Cuſtoms, (viz.): Calcutta and its Pur- 
zunnahs, Madras and its Jaghcer, the Five Northern Circars, the Iſlands of 
adac and St. Helena, Cuddalore, Pinang, and Bencoolen, producing. a. 
groſs income & of (. 520,000 a year, or £400,009, a year net income, being 
at leaſt (. 2 50, 00 a year after allowing its due proportion for the general de- 
Ithly. The Produce of the Cargoes of the India and China. Ships already 

cleared from England, beyond their prime coſt. N 1 

}| Printed by Order of the Houſe, the 12th February 2583. 


Printed Papers, Houſe of Commons, No. 2 : | 
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6thly, 


Do” THI 
_ Gthly. The produce of the Cargoes above their invoices, which ſhall -here= : 
after arrive from India and China. FFP 

3 2thly. The India -Houſe, | Warehouſes, and other Buildings 2 ; London, 
valued at £. 355,780 f, and their Ships and Veſſels, valued at C. 37% 


- Laſtly. The Sum on Balance; juſtly chargeable to. the Uſe of the-Company - 


on the Dewannee Revenues in India, which ſhall- be found to have been paid by 
them out of their Commercial Funds, beyond what has been produced from 
the Dewannee Revenues. | F e, PG ee 0 ST rs 
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Rerapitulation of the preſent State f our Trade wiih India and China, and ne Rights of . 


' the Eaft India Company. The Nature and Grounds of the various Objettions expeRied 
to be made in Parliament, to the Continuation of the Trade on its preſent” fem 
Refteftions on the Effects of Innovation. OT OP "Bo IN EFIAA 


AT a time when the Company are threatened with a ſerious oppoſition to the 
continuance of their excluſive Trade with India and China, it is of importance, 
that not only the Members of the Legiſlature,” but every individual in ſociety, 
ſhould have a competent knowledge of the nature and extent of the Company's 
acknowledged Rights, and the manner and authority, whereby they were 
obtained and are upheld, and, above all, of the extent to which their Trade 


has become advanced, that it may be clearly ſeen how far the intereſts of the 


Nation are more immediately concerned in its ſupport, or connected with it. 
It was to that intent that we have gone into the detail; and we ſhall beg the 


indulgence of our readers, while we endeavour to bring the whole into a con- 


ciſe, but more connected view, conceiving that a concern ſo momentous and 


weighty cannot be too well underſtood, or too firmly impreſſed on the mind. 


The Rights of the Company are held under the immediate authority of Par- 
tament, and embrace all thoſe of the Old Chartered Company, which ſubſiſted 
from the year 1600 to 1708, when they became veſted or abſorbed; with all. 
their Fortreſſes, Settlements, and Factories, and other property, real and per- 
ſonal, in the prefent United Company, (their body politic, and their power of 
converting the Trade into a miſchievous monepoly excepted)... They are à per- 

tual Corporation; and although their excluſive Right to the Trade, and 

eir power of adminiſtering the government and revenues of India, were to be: 
determined (both which it is in the power of Parliament to do. after March: 
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1794), they would fill remain an ineprporated Company in perprtuiiy, with the 
excluſive property and poſſeſſion of Calcutta, and Fort Milliam, - Madras and Fort St. 
George, Bombay, Bencoolen, and St, Helena, and various other Settlements and 
handed Eſtates in India, and alſo a right of trading thither, with à Joint Stark, 
together with all their repoſitories and other conveniencies adapted to their 
commerce, and the preſervation of their merchandize, both abroad and at 
home. The only privileges they can be conſtitutionally deprived of, are thoſe 
of trading 20 the excluſion” of others, and of Seung the countries, and collectin 
and appropriating the revenres of India. Whether, in the event of the ole 
Trade being determined, individuals would be able to carry on a ſucceſsful 
trade to India, if the Company were to debar thetn the uſe of their Ports and 
Faftories, may require a ſerious conſideration. „ 
The exports of the Company in woollens, metals, warlike ſtores, and other 
oods, of the growth, produce, or manufacture of Great Britain or Ireland, 
ve gradually: increaſed ſince 1757, from £. 230,000. to goo, ooo a year, and 
the private trade is computed at . 7 50,000 more, making together (. 1,6 50,000. 
Great exertions have been made, and are ſtill making, to apen, new, channels 
in the Eaſtern Seas for a further increaſe. of exports of our manufactures. 
The imports have been extended in a greater proportion than the exports. 
Before the year 1757, the ſales of imported goods produced only about 
£- 2,000,000: a year; and in 1767, not more than F, , 300, ooo a year including 
the duties on teas. Duting the laſt eight years t bert es amounted. tg 
nearly fue millions 8; yoar, excluſively. of thoſe, duties, befides Private, Trade, 
which has produced 45 $00,000, per ann.; and this year the Company's fales are 
eſtimated at ® upwards of 5/4, Millions, excluſixely of all private and 5 | 
Trade. The annuel payment to ſhip owners, for freight and demorrage, have 
been extended in an equal proportion; and on a yearly average for dhe aft four 
years,” it has exceeded . 8 oo, ooo a year, and other charges of merchandize paid 
to individuals bave exceeded £, 360,000 a year. The groſs annual amount of 
cuſtoms, and exciſe on the goods imported by the Company's ſhips,. including 
the Private Trade, has exceeded (. 1, ooo, ooo a year, and though 7 8 
4. 400000, or C. 430,000, a year of that ſum, has been repaid. in drawbacks 
and bounties, on the exports of goods, partly unmanufactured and partly ma- 
nufactured in England with the raw materials of India, it hath been amply 
repaid to the Community by the employment afforded to our own manufactu- 
rers, by the gains made by exporters and dealers, by profits arifing. from car- 
riage and agency, by the means to which the exports. from hence of Aſſatic 
merchandise have contributed, towards ſecuring the general. Balance of Trade 
in our fayour; and, laſtly, by the returns brought back of valuable articles of 
merchandize, liable to cuſtoms and inland dutie. 


= Printed Paper, No 10, com tes the ſym to be received: by ſales between March r7 3 and 
March 1794 at . 540000. The ſale amount cannot therefore be eſtimated at much ſhort of 
51 Millions. * Se, . Lind Lak . 555 5 h 
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The Britiſh ſhipping employed at this time by the Company, exceeds 810 
tons; the number of ſhips is ninety-two; their whole complement in-officers 
and ſibordinates 2,760, and of ſeamen 9, 200; of the latter, not leſs than 
7,000 are in conſtant employment. IM, ag 2 k ET VY r | 

Each of theſe officers and ſubordinates has a limited privilege of trading 
both outward and homeward, according to their rank or birth in the ſhip, and their 
number being added to the Proprietors of India Stock, (conſiſting of more 
than 2, 00 perſons) and to the; fervants of the Company abroad, Who have 
alſo indulgences of trading, the whole number of perſons, Who participate 
directly and immediately in the India and China Trade by the Company's ſhips, 
may be fairly computed at 6, 00; and whilſt this immenſe. Trade has been 

maintained and ſupported” at the ſole riſk of the Company, whoſe Members 
have received no other benefit, than moderate intereſt for the capital employed, 
the Public have derived, in direct revenue, and in various different. ſhapes, 

every other * ſpecies of profit and advantage produced bi... oo 4055 


The ſuperior advantages 'refulting from the ſyſtem of: regularity, eftabliſheÞ 
ſor the conduct of the Company's Trade, over. a looſe (precarious :omfit; are 
alſo numerous. The demand for manufactured goods is regular and uniform, 
affording conftant work to the hands employed in the making of them. Thoſe, 
with whom the Company have dealings, are certain of liberal treatment, and 
punctual payment. Tradefmen, actificers, and manufacturers, emulate for 
their cuſtom. The number of families in London and its enbirons, whoſe 
whole ſupport is dependent on the Company's Trade, is great beyond concep- 
tion. Their mercantile eſtabliſhments in England and Abroad; though con- 
ducted (if we exeept the article of freight) upon ſtrict rules of eronomy, are 
immenſe. The India Houſe, and their numerous warehouſes, ate filled with 
perſons bred up to the buſineſs from their infaney ;; and if they were to be 
deprived of it, the greater number, men of reſpectable characters and irre- 
proachable conduct, muſt be reduced to want or diſtreſs; It would he almoſt 
. endleſs to enumerate the tradeſmen, artificers, and others, who, by the means 
of this regular, and as it were, fixed trade, earn and obtain honeſt livelihoods in 
building, rigging, and careening of ſhips, and furniſhing” guns, anchors, 


-” 


* The Company's profits by a dividend of eight per cent. on 4 capitul of fire millions, is pen 
ann. C. 400, 00 only, | . HE DIE! 29 G7 HOTSLINNT 
Paid to the merchants and ſhip owners on an average of five years _- $09,0006/\ 
Paid for charges of merchundize dittꝰ̃ | ditto! | | «+ © 460,000 | 
Paid for export goods ſent abroad, including Private Fra 18 S 
Paid for cuſtoms and exciſe on an average of four ease 8 N 
kk 225 Df NOSE . 
Annual benefit to the nation = 3,870,000 
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Exeluſively of the advantages derived by the raw materials of India manufactured in Great Britain, | 
and the profits by Ml nag yt FFC 
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timber, iron, ſails, cordage, and various other ſorts of implements and tackle 
oO, Or % TE IL. _—_ | 
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Well calculated, however, as the preſent ſyſtem may appear, for ſecuring a 
continuance of the advantages, we have endeavoured to deſcribe, the Company, 


when they come to Parliament with their Propoſals for an extenſion of their term 
in the exclufive Trade, will probably find themſelves ſurrounded by many 


opponents, and on various grounds. Merchants and ſhip owners from different 
quarters, 'but more particulary from the Out- 


rts, may urge, that their exclu- 


fion from a participation in the benefits of the Aſiatic Trade, is repugnant to 
the ſpirit of the Britiſh conſtitution, ' which declares, that the ſeas ſhall. be free 


and open to all; and that it is highly injurious to the commercial intereſts of 


the reſt of the Three Kingdoms, that this Trade ſhould be limited, in all its 
imports and exports, to the metropolis alone. Manufacturers of various de- 
ſeriptions may think it for their intereſt, to unite their ſupport with the mer- 
chants, on theſe general and plauſible grounds, for an Open Trade. They 
may likewiſe, according to their different views of aggrandizement (in the event 


ef the failure of their moſt favourite plan) inſiſt on the juſtice and expediency, 
of laying the Company under various reſtrictions and prohibitions. The cotton 
manufacturer may be anxious to deſtroy all competition and rivalſhip to his 


trade, both at home and abroad, more particularly in the article of muſlins ; 
to what extent he will claim or expect this indulgence, whether to the putting a 


ſtop to the making of muſlins in India, or only a prohibition againſt their being 
worn in England, time will diſcover. The woollen manufacturer may com- 


plain of the partiality, which he experiences (a partiality inſeparable from an 
excluſive Trade), by the option it leaves in the conductors of it, to deal with 
eee cuſtomers to the excluſion of others. The ſhip owners may, on 
ilar grounds, revive their complaints, and urge the propriety of laying the + 
Company under an obligation, to charter their ſhips according to the loweſt 


offers. And as the Company, like other exporters of woollen cloth, are in the 


habit of buying it, in an unfiniſhed ſtate, ' and employing preſſers and packers to 
perfect it, the manufacturers of it may poſſibly think, that the Company ought 
to be reſtrifted, in that reſpect, in order to add to his profits, thoſe of the 


- packer and preſſer. The tin merchant, and miners in Cornwall (regardleſs of 
the ſervices fo e 


| afforded them, through the medium and at the riſk of 
the India Company, whereby alone their diſtreſſes could be effectually “ relieved), 
may think it but a'ſinall and reaſonable ſacrifice, for the Company to make in 
their favour, to be laid under an obligation, to purchaſe and export all the tin 
they may raiſe, at ſome fixed price, or in the alternative, that the ſhips of indi- 


viduals may be licenſed to take it abroad, and barter it for teas and other China 


commodities. Other deſcriptions of perſons, on ſimilar grounds of profit and 
aggrandizement, may, in like manner, come forward, and urge pretenſions for 


* Alluding to the immenſe export of Tin by the India Compan to China at a time when ot 


| ofthe miners, for want of employment, were in great diſtreſs, and the repoſitories of the tin mer- 


chants filled with tin without any proſpect of their finding purchaſers for it. | : | 
nt | | | other 


9 yer 25 
other regulations or reſtrictions, not yet foreſeen. We know, by every day's 
experience, that nothing is more eaſy than to procure hands to Petitions; and 
when preſented to Parliament, the petitioners. haveß one and all, a right to be 
heard, and have an equal claim to its patience, its candour, and its zuſtice; ; 
nor can any doubt be entertained,” but their petitions, and the proof they hall | — 
adduce, will have every conſideration paid to them, that may be found due to | | 


their merit. | | 
On the grand point, that of opening the Trade altogether, we have as vet 
ſeen no ſpecific well digeſted plan offered to the publie eye. It, however, * 
can hardy be ſuppoſod; that even the moſt zealous ad vocates for a ne ſyſtem, 
can be deſirous FE ſeeing the preſent mode of conducting the Trade determined, 
and the future''Trade left o hazarid and chance. A meaſure more prepoſterous and 
abſurd, nor any ſo fraught with ruin and miſchief to the general intereſts of the 
empire, as affectipg the political; the mercantile, and the fnandjal-concerns, both of 
Great Britain and India, could: not be de viſed or imagined by an enemy to both. 
A new excluſive Joint Stock Company (without adverting to the oonſideration, whe-" 
ther any better than the preſent could be framed) could not, we think, be 
eſtabliſhed, but in direct ſubverſion of thoſe principles of juſtice and publie 
ceconomy, which, by analogy to other caſes, Where the property or intereſts 
of individuals are made to give way to the accompliſhment of great and im- 
portant deſigns, eſſential to public convenienee and utility, have ever guided 
and governed the conduct of the Britiſn Senate. To ſuch as may contemplate 
a new Joint Stock Company, it may be aſked, if the public purſe can be made 
chargeable for the value and amount of the property and immoveable effects „ 
of the preſent Company, abroad and at home? Or, can a new ſubſcription be 
expected to ſueceed equal to the amount both of their Value and C pita neceſſary 
and ſufficient for a trading Stock? And, how ot by What Tribunal, or after 
what Datum ſhall a Value be fixed on the antient poſſeſſions and eſtates of the 
Company in India, and on thoſe indefinite Rights, which muſt unavoidably be 
made to ceaſe, upon the creation and inveſtiture of any new. excluſtve Joint 
Stock Company; and in what reſpect have the preſent Company ſo forfeited that 
preference to the public favour, which their long poſſeſſion of the Trade, and 
the ſervices they have rendered to the community, ſeem ſo juſtly to intitle 
them to, if they ſhall be deſirous of continuing it; ſubject, however, to any 
further regulations and reſtrictions, which may be thought needful, and not - 
being degrading to the character and pre- eminence, they have ſo long held and 
ſupported in India? ee eee ee e TITTY . yony 


* 


With regard to a regulated Company, unleſs it were known on what prin- 
ciples it were intended, and whether to the excluſion of the preſent Company, 
or for the purpoſe of rivalſhip and competition, it would be premature to offer 
any remarks upon it. . 7 e 


We have hitherto confined our obſervations to what has relation only to, the 
Mercantile Character and Concerns 8 5 Company; but in deciding on the 
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expedieney of the queſtion, whether any change or innovation (beyond mere 
mutter of regulation) can with ſafety be adopted, it is eſſentially neceſſary to 

Jency to ſhake Public Credit, by 
rendering the revenues derived from the Trade of Afia precarious and uncertain. - 
At nteſent, as far as the Company's own merchandize is concerned, the Duties and 
Cuſtoms have been und will doubtleſs continue, ſecure from all poſſibility of fraud. 
By a few wholeſome proviſions, the Duties on the private and 5 


we think, may be equally. protected. Some of the moſt valuable of the articles, 


and on Which the Duties are higheſt, lie within ſo narrow) a compaſs, as to make 


them eaſily portable; and if the fact be true . been alleged and is generally 


believed ) that a major part of theſe articles, and often others, though more bulky, 


are clandeſtinely imported from the Continent, by which the Public are defrauded 


of duties, to a large amount, it muſt be left to out Readers to judge, what per- 
nicious effects might not be produced on the Revenue of Cuſtoms, if the Trade 


Was to be ſo far laid open, as to admit of the landing the goods of India and 


China at any of the ports of Great Britain or Ireland, at the option of the 
owner or maſter. Under any other mode of Trade, whether open, or under 
a regulated Company, there ſeems to be but one way of guarding againſt. this 


evil, and in that the remedy would probably be deemed worſe than the diſeaſe. 


It is by lowering the duties, ſo as to render them unequal to the riſque and 


inſurance of the ſmuggler. This, however, might obviouſly. defeat the very 


intent of impoſing the preſent duties, whether prohibitory or protecting. And 


' here we cannot help adverting to the complaint of ſome of the Cotton Manu- 


facturers, who vainly think, that by prohibiting the importation of India 
Muſlins, their conſumption here might be prevented. To encourage that new 
branch of Trade, raw Cotton is already allowed to be imported free from duty; 
nor is Britiſh Muflin liable to any (unleſs dyed of more than one colour), whilſt 
India Muſlins pay a protecting Duty of eighteen per cent. ad uvalbrem, on importation. 
and if they are exported, only en. of it is returned in drawback. This Duty 
has at all times been more than * ſufficient: to cover inſurance by the ſmuggler 
to the dealer. It is therefore obvious, that if the conſumption of India Muflins 
is at preſent injurious to our;qwn Manufacture, the lowering the duty, though 
it may be the means of ſecuring and increafing the Revenue on Muſlins, muſt 
have the effect of increaſing the conſumption, and of courſe the evil com- 
lained of will remain unremedied. And ſuch we think (in deference to the 
tter judgment of thoſe who complain) muſt. for ever be the caſe, until Bri- 
tiſh Muſlins can obtain a preference in the Market to thoſe of India in their 
texture and price; or unleſs the poor Natives of India ſhall be forbid to reap. 
any fruits by their ingenuity and induſtry. For undoubtedly, while the Na- 


tives are not prohibited from making Muſlins, - and while their Goods are 


: 10 is univerſally known, that the :ofurance on india Mullins, ſmuggled from Oſtend or 


Dunkirk into u dealer's ſhop in London, rarely exceeds . 14 per cent. in which every expence 


is covered. It is computed that we pay four millions of pounds ſterling per annum for cot- 
ton, and that the goods manufactured with it ſell for ſixteen millions, while the whole quantity 
of India Muſling fold for Conſumption, has fallen confiderably fort of £. 400,000, It is the 
ſineueſs and excellence of the Indian Goods that can alone preſerve the faſlion. : 1 
5 * 1 e eee 
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preferred to Britiſh Muſlins, they will find their way*to'Ebrope in ſpite of any V 


, laws we can make; and prohibitions will only have the effeck of transferring = 
the benefit now derived by the Trade in India Muſlins from the . 
the dealers and exporters of them, into the hands of Foreigners. The pro- 
hibition might allo have the effect of making Muflins unfafhionable to the utter 
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That under a regulated Company, it would be impractieable to frame pro- 
viſions, for ſecuring the Duties in general from frauds, we by no means aflere; 
It ſeems ſufficient, to point out in what reſgect they may be improved under 
the preſent Company, and on the other hand how they may become more 

expoſed than at prefent to evaſion and fraud, and more particular if be 
Trade ſhall become diffuſed, and conducted at many different ports by = 
various hands. A CHESTS OAT 20 e ' NN H £3165 * Wb; PA | * 
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Above all, it will be expedierit to conſider how far any material innovation 

on the preſent ſyſtem of our Aſiatic Commerce, may have a tendeney to affect 

the political connection between Great Britain and India. It is well known 

that the affairs of Government, Revenue, and Commerce, in the Provinces 

abroad, are become blended and intimately connected, each in its turn aiding 

and ſupporting the others, and that they cannot be ſeparated without putting 
the whole to hazard, nor in any event without incurring conſiderable ineon“ 

venience and certain loſs. At the time of our firſt obtaining theſe territories, 

it required no extraordinary degree of penetration to foreſee, that ten or eleven 

millions of people, ſituate at ſo diſtant a part of the globe, attached to laws N 
and inſtitutions founded on ſuperſtition, and widely differing from thoſe f — 
their Conquerors, were not likely to ſubmit to 4 New Government, and Neu | A 
Laws, adminiſtered in the Name of 'a Chriſtian Prince, as their Conqueror; 

refident they knew not where but by name.” To reconeile their minds, by 

quieting their fears and apprehenfions, and to pfevent, as much as poſſible; 

their feeling the change of their condition, the wife and politic as well as 

benevolent medium, was adopted of ſurrendering back, in appearance, the 
conquered territories to their native owners, and accepting, as a kind of truſt 

from the reigning Mogul, the office of Duan, or High Treaſurer and Collector 

of the Revenues ariſing from them, upon an engagement to protect the Coun- 

try from enemies, to pay the expences of the native Civil Government, and 

to contribute to the ſplendor and authority of the Mogul's Court, and the 

Defence of his Empire, leaving the Civil Gov&rament to go on and be ad- 

miniſtered in the name of the Mogul and his Subah or Nabob. Conformably 

to this engagement, the Government of the Provinces has been continued to 

the preſent time. The Britiſh . is indeed paramount, but in the publie 

Archives of the Country, all matters which relate 7o civil and criminal Fudicature 

appear as if conducted ſolely by, and in the name of, the Mogul or his native 

officers; and all municipal concerns agg decided by the Laws of the Natives, 
thoſe between Muffylmen by their Magiſtrates, and according to the Laws of 

the Koran, and thoſe between Hindoos and Gentoos by the Shaſter; nor of 
. kk _ 1 late 6 
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late time | have the Company's Officers interpoſed. their authority over the 
Native Magiſtrates, but with a ſparing hand, and on urgent occaſions. 


The revenues of theſe territories, namely, of Bengal, Bahar, Oriſſa, Be- 
nares, Madras, and Bombay, wich the ſubſidies of the ſeveral Nabobs and 

Rajahs, received by the Company, have amounted yeatly, taken on an 
average of three years from 1787 to 1790, to about £.6,900,000 Ster- 
ling. The expences, civil and military, paid out of thoſe revenues, and the 
intereſt, of outſtanding debts, with the expences of the eſtabliſhments at Fort 
Marlbro', Pinang, and St. Helena, are computed at about C. 5, 8oo, ooo, leav- 
ing a net annual ſurplus of about /. 1, 100, ooo . Of the groſs income, part 
of it ariſes from the Company's own proper territories and revenues, as before 
is ſtated; the remainder of it from the, Dewannee lands, and by ſubſidies. It 
is univerſally admitted, that India having been already in a great degree ex- 
hauſted of its fpecie, it is not poſſible for any part of this ſurplus to 
be realized in Great Britain, but through the medium of commerce; nor could the 
revenue itfelf b made good, but through the aid given to the collection of it, 
by articles of Indian manufacture, annually provided for the China and European 
inveſiments. It would anſwer little purpoſe to go much at large into an. ex- 
planation, of what in itſelf is intricate and tedious. Suffice it to obſerve, that 
the Company employ overſeers at their Aurungs in India, and in providing 
their manufactured goods. The collectors of the revenue advance money to 
thoſe people out of the collections, for the purchaſe of raw materials, and for 
ſupporting the manufacturers and workmen employed. The money has a rapid 
circulation; it paſſes inſtantly from the Manufacturer to the Ryot, or cultivator 
of the lands, for rice and other food; from thence to the Native Collectors 
of the village for rent, who pay it over to the ſuperior Landlord or Zemindar, 
through whom it again reaches the Company's Collector. What is paid for the 
raw material reaches immediately the occupier of the Cotton Grove or Poppy 
Garden, and is circulated through a like medium till it comes to the Engliſh Col- 
lector. Such being the courſe of circulation eſtabliſhed in all thoſe parts of 
India, where piece goods, ophium, indigo, or other articles of merchandize, 
are manufactured, aud the condition of the Natives employed in them, being 
ſo abject as to require a regular ſupply, to keep them from emigrating or 
ſtarving, it ſnoolg ſeem that either in caſe, of diverting the revenue to any 
other purpoſe, or depriving the inhabitants of this means of ſupporting their 
fsmilies, neither Revenue, nor manufactured Goods, could be obtained ; and 

if revenue could not be obtained, there muſt ſoon be an end to the influence 
of the Britiſh government in Hindoſtan; the political eonnection between the 
two countries would be deſtroyed, and all cammercial intercourſe would moſt 


probably periſh with it. 955 * 
NM. B. According to the Memoir of the Carnatic, juſt publiſhed by Major Rey nell, the 


revenue of the countries ceded by Tippoo Sultgun, amount to J. 411,000 per ann. Whatever 
nett income is produced from thence mult be added to this ſurplus of 490. . 
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Under theſe circumſtances, it ſhould ſeem that every man, whoſe mind is 


not biafſed by an undue prejudice, or by views of perſonal aggrandizement, 


will perceive the imminent danger to which our Poſſeſſions, our Trade, and 


our Revenues in India, may become expoſed, by aboliſhing the preſent ſyf- 


tem, and ſubſtituting another, which may prove unſucceſsful. All material 


innovations upon eſtabliſhed hy," and forms, more particularly in ſuch as. 


relate to matters of Government, Public Revenue, or Commercial Connection 
are ever attended with inconveniences and difficulties, and can only be juſtified: 


upon the ground of unavoidable neceſſity. The flighteſt diſcontent amongſt 
the natives may lead to ſuch extremities, as we may be neither prepared to- 


meet, nor have ability ultimately to repel ; and we may have to lament, when 
it is too late, that we have ſuffered our reaſon to be led aſtray,” by the plaufible 
arguments and falſe reaſonings of intereſted ſpeculators; and, what will not 
add much to our conſolation, will be the reflection of having ſuffered ourfelves 


to be deluded, although warned of the impending danger, by every ſucceſſive 
Governor of Bengal, and particularly by Mr. Haſtings, who emphatically 


tells * us, that our exiſtence in India has, on many occaſions, vibrated to 
« the edge of perdition ; and that it has at all times been ſuſpended by a 
« thread ſo fine, that the touch of chance might break, or the breath of 
« opinion diſſolve it.” Fl | I 5 


— 


In this diſcuſſion we have carefully avoided' quoting any of the arguments + 


uſed upon former occaſions, for and againſt an exclufive Trade, 1 : 
S 


the acquiſition of Kingdoms and Provinces, the Aſiatic Trade has, fince tho 
times, undergone an entire change, inſomuch that the order and ſyſtem, which 


formerly obtained in the conduct of it, ſeem now to be perfectly inverted. The 
point contended for on.thoſe occafions was ſtmply mercantite. The ſubject no- 


ſpreads itſelf into a wider field; it attaches to it polilica concerns of high im- 
portance, as well as thoſe of Commerce and Finauce. At thoſe times, a change 
in the exiſting ſyſtem was of little comparative conſequence; the Exports and 
Imports were fiat and the Revenue by Cuſtems, if it had ſuffered, could 
have been eafily made good; for the National Debt was then moderate, the 


objects left for 7axation were numerous; and the real and p@ſonal' aſſets of the 
Company were more than ſufficient, after the diſcharge of their debts, to 
make good the value of their capital Stock; it became therefore a queſtion, 
fairly determinable by the weight of public opinion, how the India Trade 


might be beſt conducted, without involving in its conſequences, thoſe impor- 
tant rights and intereſts, which ſeem now to depend on the continuance of the 


preſent ſyſtem of conducting the Government, Revenues, and Trade in all its 
eſſential parts. It may be alſo material to obſerve, that although the Eaſt” 
India @empany have a clear indiſputable right to continue 70 trade for ever to. 


India, with a joint Moc, in common whth the reft of his Majeſty's Subjects, it does not 


follow as a neceſſary conſequence, that they. will continue to do ſo, further 


FI A 
See his Review of Bengal, 17856. | | 
t They are inſerted very 4 at large in Anderſon*s Hiſtory of Comme ree. | | 
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chan may be neceffary for winding up their affairs, unleſs ſuch terms are granted 
them as they may think it for their intereſt to accept. They have certainly an 


option, and can in no reſpect be compelled, or indeed be expected to continue the 


reſponſible Agents of the Public, in the Adminiſtration of the Government of 


India and its Revenues, if individuals be authoriſed to ſtart up in every part of 


Hindoſtan, even at their own Ports and Factories, as their rivals and compe- 
titors; or if laid under unreaſonable reſtrictions at home, by which the ſhip 
owner, the manufacturer and the tin miner may become the dictators, what 
ſhips they are to employ, rates of freight they ſhall pay, in what ſtate or condi- 
tion they ſhall purchaſe their commodities, what _ they ſhall. be reſtricted 
from importing, and what quantity of metals they. ſhall be compelled. to take, 
and after what rate of price; if reſtrictions of this nature be impoſed, the 
Company may think it for their intereſt to withdraw, and after diſpoſing of their 
Property to others, may relinquiſh the important truſt, The conſequences of 
1917 doing ſo, are more proper to be weighed by others, than to be deſcribed 
Upon the whole, we muſt confeſs, that until a better plan than any we haye 
hitherto ſeen, or are capable of ü it ual be deviſed as a ſubſtitute for that 


- which exiſts, whereby the true intereſts of the Public may be manifeſtly and 


ſubſtantially improved, and permanently ſecured, in uniſon with thoſe of our 
fellow- ſubjects, the Natives of India, we hope to ſce no changes introduced to 
ſhake the preſent ſyſtem ; and that if any well digeſted plan, ſuch as we have 
deſcribed, ſhall hereafter be brought forwards, deſerying public approbation, 
the well known juſtice of Parliament may be relied on for an indemnification to 


the Eaſt India Company, and their creditors, in conformity with thoſe prin- 


ciples which have ever guided and governed the conduct of the Britiſh Senate, 
When it has judged it neceſſary go ſacrifice private Rights to public Utility, _ 


It has been ſaid that the Merchants of Ireland have a plan for opening a free 
Trade. in the Indian Ocean. Not having ſeen it we forbear to make any com- 
ments on. that ſubjegt. She has certainly emancipated and ſeparated herſelf from 
Great Britain and her laws; and, as far as we are capable of judging, has as 
much right*to try her fortune in the India Trade as any other fore; n nation. 
But if her Trade ſhould be carried on with Briti/h Capitals, and on the riſque and 
account of Britiſh Subjects, thoſe ſubjects will do well to look to the Laws and 


Statutes, which inflit ſevere penalties on ſuch as have any dealings or concerns 


with Foreigners of any denomination in the Aſiatic Trade: both they, and his 
Majeſty's Iriſh ſubjects, will alſo do well to conſider, ere they begin, if their 
means of carrying on a Trade to ſuch diſtant regions, are more efficiegt, than 
were in the power of thoſe other foreign Companies or indiviguals, who, though 


. poſſeſſed of long eſtabliſhed Settlements and Factories, and the other advan» 


tages, we have. before deſcfibed, appear to have been ruined in the attempt. 
If Irifb 1800 ſtill partake of the privileges of Britiſb ſhips as formerly, then will 
they be liable to ſeizure and confiſcation. for trading to India, as Britiſh ſhips are, 
and the penaltics of the law will attach upon their owners and others RO. 
| 1 | + I 
a” 
* * 
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If they are not deemed. Britiſh: /hips,, then will thoſe concerned, being Brig 
 ſubjefts, incur the penalties of the law, for becoming adventurers. in foreign ſhips 
employed in the India Trade. egg A Oe” So OodLo 
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Practical Means of ſecuring to the Private Merchant and the Public, the ultimate Benefits 


. of Trade within the Company's preſent excluſive Limits, without endangering the Chain 
; of our political Connection with India, or materially diſturbing the preſent ſyſtem. 


FzxriGhT.——The advancement of the India Trade, both Export and 
Import, ſeems greatly to depend on the attainment of what has been long 


fruitleſſly attempted, namely, a conveyance of goods to and from the Eaſt Indies 


at a reaſonable and moderate rate of Freight, ſuch as may encourage the Manufacturers 


and Merchants, on their own riſque and account, to adventure therein. It will be 


difficult for the Directors of the India Company to perſuade the Britiſh Manu- 
facturers that they do not know what is moſt for their own advantage, or that the 
Directors know it better than themſelves. It is at the ſame time bur reaſonable, 
that the Manufacturers and Merchants ſhould have the liberty of making the 
experiment they ſo ardently deſire of opening new Channels of Trade for an 
increaſed Export of Britiſh Manufactures, and that thoſe, who are willing ta 
fupply the ſhipping, at an eaſy rate, ſhould be encouraged to do ſo. The good 
effects, which muſt refult by the carriage of goods at a reduced and moderate freight, 
are very obvious and very numerous. Amongſt other advantages, it will ſecure 


to us the benefit of the Carrying 'Frade to and from the Eaſt Indies to a greater 


extent than we have hitherto enjoyed it, to tho excluſion of Foreigners, who 


have notoriouſly participated in it in an unreaſonable degree: The public 


Revenue * will become improved, by the duties left on the goods exported 

from hence : Both the Public and the Company will be benefitted. by the ſaving 
of expence :+ The quantity of India goods for foreign markets will be increaſed, 
and, by the reduced price of the carriage, our competition in the ſale of the pro- 
ductions of Afia in the markets on the Continent of Europe may become the 
more ſucceſsful, There is, however, ſome difficulty. in effecting; this deſirable 
object, in a mode that may be conſiſtent with the general Freedom of Trade, 
and the common Rights of Mankind. To make it obligatory upon, and not 
optional with, the Managers for the Company, to charter ſnips, of a particular 
deſcription, at the loweſt rates that may be offered, might be thought a con- 
ſtraint, degrading on the mercantile character of the Company; might expoſe- 


* On the Export of ſome of the India Manuſactures little more than half the Cuſtoms are 

returned in Drawbacks, and on. ſome others no Draw back is allowed. 
+ We have before ſtated, that by the Acts of 1781 and 1784, the Public are intitled to three. 
fourths of the nett ſurplus by Trade, as well as Revenue. | | 
| | | | them, 
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them to frauds and perpetual controverſies ; might prove injurious to the Com- 


merce itſelf, and might, perhaps, in the end be productive of ſo many unfore- 


' ſeen inconveniencies as to drive the Company to the expedient of building their 


own ſhips. To preclude them from the power of doing ſo, we are perſuaded 


enn never be intended. And yet ſomething muſt be done, to put an end to the 


improvident practice, which has but too long prevailed, through the powerful 


Influence of what is called The Old Shipping Intereſt, in the extravagant rates 


given for Freight, to an amount probably of /. 150,000 a year, if taken on a 
medium or annual average, from the end of the laſt war. The rejected offers 
al lower rates have been publiſhed, and the prices at which ſhips can be afforded, 


equally adapted to the conveniency and ſafety of the Trade, both of India and 


China “, as thoſe which the Company have taken up, are well known. No 
reaſonable man will wiſh to introduce new plans to the injury of the owners of 
ſhips already built or employed. The Public, as well as the Company, being 
doubly intereſted in the effect to be produced by lowering the freight, it ſhould 
ſeem expedient-and uſeful, that ſome of the members of the executive Govern. 
ment ſhould be inveſted with an appellant authority. Care being firſt taken to 

ſecure the owners of ſhips already engaged from loſſes, we would recommend 
that the higheſt price of Freight to and from India, and to and from China, 
diſtinctly, which ſhall in future be given by the Company, ſhall be fixed by the 
new Act, as well for time of war as of peace, leaving to the Company a latitude 


and option of contracting with any Ship Owners they pleaſe, ſo that they ex- 


ceed not thoſe prices. Letall perſons be permitted to make their offers of ſhips, 
upon previous notice of the number and tonnage wanted, to be given by the 
Company in the London Gazette; and let the Directors be obliged to keep a 
Book of Orders for their Affairs of Shipping, diſtin& from all other buſineſs ; 


in which ſhall be entered the ſubRance of every offer, and the cauſes for rejecting 


ſuch of them as ſhall not be admitted; let this book be open to public 
inſpection; and if any wy owner ſhall think himſelf aggrieved by the Direc- 
tors, let him have his appeal to the members of the Executive Government, who 
ſhould be either tbe Board for India, or the Board of Commerce, whole order, in a 
ſammary way, might be made concluſive and binding. ; 


EXPORTS AND IMPORTS.—Let all merchants and manufacturers have 
permiſſion to export, in the Company's ſhips, any goods of Britiſh or Iriſbp pro- 


.duce or manufacture, with an exception only of ammunition, and military or war- 


like flores, and the heavier © articles of marine ſtores, (both which ſhould, 
for obvious reaſons, be ever reſerved to the Company,) ſo that notice be given 
to the Company of the quantity of tonnage, both out and home, at or before a 
certain day in every ſeaſon, to be fixed in the act. The tonnage hometwards 
ought never to exceed the quantity engaged for outwards. The rate of Freight to 
be the ſame, which the Company ſhall pay, over and beſides a reaſonable con- 


* Tt being admitted on all hands (as we conceive) that the China Trade cannot be opened, but 
muſt of ber remain excluſively with the Company as at preſent, we have confined our views 
entirely to the Trade of the Eaſt Indies, in the Regulations we have ventured to cvs : 
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_ tribution for the expences- of warehouſes, wharfage, ſupport of factories and 
| ſettlements, &c. &c. which may be put on a footing ſimilar to the preſent Pri- 


vate Trade. One third at the leaſt of this ſum ought to be paid down, and a 
ſecurity given for the payment of be ozber trvo thirds at the ſhip's return. The 
import trade to be confined to ſuch raw materials, and other articles to be.enume-. 


rated, as ſhall not too much interfere with the Trade of the Company. The Com · 
pany to be in no reſpect liable to actions for damages or loſſes in reſpect to the Pri- 
vate Trade, but their officers and ſervants to be liable. All Private Trade to 
be brought into the Company's warehouſes, and put up to ſale by inch of candle, 


as other India and China goods are at preſent. An appeul might be given to the 


ſame Board, as is propoſed in the caſe of freight, to ſettle or adjuſt any diſ- 


putes that may ariſe under this head. 


PRIVATE AND PRIVILEGED TRADE. Let this remain on its pre- 


ſent footing, with the ſingle variation in the mode of payment of the Company's 
Duty of £. 7 per cent. which ſhould be converted into a Tonnage Duty, and 


paid by the parties, without any regard to the quantity or value of the goods 
imported, as a means of effectually deſtroying the temptation of running the 


goods, to avoid the payment of that duty. 


FACTORS.—Let the Company be obliged to licence any reaſonable num- 
ber of perſons to reſide at their Settlements abroad, for the management of the 
concerns of private merchants trading thither, on their entering into covenants 


. fimilar to thoſe of licenſed Free Merchants. This matter alſo may be ſettled 


by appeal, if the Directors and the. Merchant ſhould diſagree. (gh 


DIVIDENDS. OF THE PROPRIETORS.—As the Company's property 
muſt ever be at hazard, to a very large amount, it ſeems highly reaſonable and 
juſt, that their Dividends ſhould bear ſome moderate proportion to the net income 
of their own Landed Property in India, and to their Profits of Trade; and this the 
more eſpecially after the latter ſhall have been opened to the extent propoſed, 
for the benefit of the private Trader. The Company are alſo in a great meaſure 


reſponſible for the Adminiſtration of the Government abroad, and the due col- 


lection of the Dewannee Revenues; what ſurplus they afford, or a great ſhare of 
it, is intended to be drawn home to this Country, through the medium of the 
Company's Commerce. It has been ſhewn that after every allowance whatever, 
and after bearing the due proportion of the expence of the general defence of 


| Britiſh India, the Landed Eſtates and Cuſtoms properly belonging to the Com - 


pany may produce a net income of /. 250,000 a year at the leaſt; which with the 
net annual profits of their Export and Import Trade, after making ſome allow- 
ance for the injury it may be ſuppoſed to ſuſtain from the private Merchants, 


may be fairly rated at One * Million Sterling per annum, clear of every charge 


* Landed Revenues _ — — — C. 250,005 
Export and Import Trade (as before explained, page 33 and 35.) 700,000 
Private and privileged Trade — — — 70,000 
Annuity — — — — 38,000 

750 ; 8,000: 


Allow for leſſening of profits by the Trade of Private Merchants — 58,000 
| | The Company's own Income clear | ? of 1,000,000- 

Dewannee Revenue — L. 2 

Total FL. 1,750,000 
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whatever, unleſs indeed the expence of " Inſurance were to be calculated, which 
is not done, becauſe the Company are their own Inſurerrs. 


It is pretty well known nozw, with reſpe& to the Debts owing in India, that 
the greateſt part is due 70 the Natives, which accounts for no more of it having 
been drawn home upon the Transfer Plan. It is evidently wiſe and politic to 
leave a conſiderable debt amongſt the Natives, at an annual intereſt, If the 
Revenues produce a net ſurplus of C. 1,100,000, they will afford one million a 
year to be drawn home by inveſtment of goods, over and beſides the produce 
of our own Exports, and Certificates given to the officers of the Company's 
ſhips, payable in England, and leave enough to accumulate in the Treaſuries 
in India, either as a fund for the ſupport of wars, when they ſhall be inevitable, 
or if it be thought better, the overplus may be applied as a ſinking fund for the 
the diſcharge of the debt there. | TP 5 


Thus will there be C. 1,7 50,000 per annum brought into this country, which, 
if divided 3 to the acts of 178 1 and 1784, and the ſubſequent acts for 
0 71 


the increaſed capita , would ſtand thus: 


A dividend on five millions, at 8 per cent. — — 400, ooo 
The ſurplus left would be 5 — m_ 7 0 BTR 
One fourth of that fum would belong to the Company, er mee 

being — — —. ([. 337,500 
And three fourths to the Public, being — C. 1,012,500 

| T2 | 7 worn 2,4 $0,000 


But before the Public are to participate in this fund, theſe acts provide, that 
the Bond Debt ſhall be reduced to FL. 1,506,000, and Bills of Exchange to 
C. zoo, ooo. Proviſion might be eaſily made out of this immenſe income for ſuch 
ede don, without poſtponing the whole of its benefit to the Public or the Com- 


pany to a future time. Each might contribute its due proportion, to he ſet 


apart as a ſinking fund, for the reduction of the debts, and ample means would 
be left of adding to the public revenue, and to the Proprietors dividends. The 


Exchequer might be content with receiving L£. 450,000 a year, and the Proprie- 


tors £.4 50,000 a year in additional dividends, until thoſe debts ſhall be re- 
duced to their proper ſtandard, which the remaining fund would effect in a 
ſhort ſpace of time. Thus might the dividend be extended to Ewen per cent. 


and according to the income by revenue, and profits of Trade, beyond thoſe 


ſums, ſo ſhould be the proportionate future payments to the Public, and to 
the Faſt India Proprietors, | 


However flattering this concluſion of our labours may appear to our Readers, 
in favour of the Public and the Eaſt India Stockholder, it is no more, than we are 
fully warranted to give, by the authentic documents we have had occaſion to 

uote or refer to in the courſe of this work, as well as by our own knowledge 


of the Financial Concerns of the Company. | | 
| wh POSTSCRIPT. 
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aà Statement of their Aﬀa 


lus of the territorial Revenues in India, and the profits on their Trade, 
in times of profound Peace. In forming this Statement, they have not 


4 
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been governed by the medium or average, either of actual receipts- or 


actual diſburſements for any former period, but have given their reaſons for 
departing both from the one and the other. In conſequence, the receipts are 
not increaſed, though the new ceded Countries of Tippoo Sultaun are brought 
into the account, whilſt the probable diſburſements are augmented. The reſult 
of the whole is, that the probable net Revenues, of the Indian poſſeſſions, includ- 
ing the new ceſſions, are eſtimated only at £.1,621,050, from which . 561,923 


per annum is to be deducted for the Intereſt of the Indian Debt, leaving a net 


ſurplus of £. 1,059,127. To this ſum they add L. 350,000 a year for the pro- 
duce of Imports and Certificates in India, making . 1,409,127, from which 
ſum they take L. 1,127,000 for an Inveſtment of Indian Goods, and C. 250,000 
towards an Inveſtment of China Goods, leaving a ſurplus in India of £.32,127 
a year. With theſe aids they compute on boch yearly Sales, as with their 
Annuity, and Profits on Private Trade, will produce a net ſurplus in England 
of C. 1, 20%, 114, after payment of a Dividend of £.8 per cent. on the preſent 
Capital Stock of 5 Millions, and the Intereſt of their Bond Debt, the expences 
of -— a and all other current charges at home, and the Eſtabliſhment for 
St, Helena, „ 


The difference, however, between the Surplus, according to the Directors“ 
Statements and our own (theirs being L. 1,207,114, whilſt we make it 
C. 1,350,000) ought not, in any degree, to vary or affect the Rule eſtabliſhed 
by the Legiſlature for its appropriation. If the Public take £.450,050 a year 
of it, the Proprietors, under the participation ſettled by the Acts of 1781 and 
1784, are inticled to &. 150,000 a year; and any increaſe to the Public ought 
to be accompanied by an increaſe of Dividend to the Proprietors of India Stock, 
after the ſame proportion. | 


The 
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ſheets went to the preſs, the Company have publiſhed 
irs, to ſhew what will be the probable net annuat ſur- 
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The Directors, in forming their eſtimate of the net Surplus, have, from pru- 
dential motives, computed on the loweſt probable receipts, and on the higheſt 
probable diſburſements, the ſureſt way of preventing diſappointment; while 
that which we have given, is the reſult of actual receipts and actual diſburſe- 
ments on the average of three years. The Directors have in particular 
rated the Sales at baff a million pe} annum leſs than the Eſtingte of their 
own Officers in other accounts before Parliament. They have, however, 
fairly admitted a proſpect of increaſing the Surplus, by leflening the Intereſt of 
the Debt in India, Under theſe circumſtances, and by the Savings in the Rates 
of Freight, we truſt we ſhalt not.be found too * 8 in our expectations, 
that a Surplus will hereafter be realtzed to juſtffy dur own Eftimate of it at 
8 1,350,000 per annum. And, indeed, one of the moſt experienced of the 

entlemen in the Direction, whoſe prudence and caution will ſecure us from 
being miſled by any thing he would advance, has publicly declared in Debate, 
that the Surplus is more likely to exceed than fall ſhort of £4 1, Soo, o per 
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'The Queſtion as between the Qrowis and the Buſt Tdi. Conpeuy, cu waſpa ft ta Sha Doin 


' merty of the Town, Port, and Difiri of Maſulipatam, and alſo in reſpeft to the 
© Northern Circars, on the Coaft Coromandel, fat ana d, e. 
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TRE period of the compact, made with the Public in 178 1, whereby the 
Eaſt- India Company were continued for a further time in their Excluſive 
Trade, as well as in the Government of the Countries acquired in India, being 
near its expiration, His Majeſty's Miniſters, with a view of continuing the 


preſent ſyſtem of Government and Adminiſtration in India, have recently offered 


certain propoſitions to the Company for that purpoſe, and for making a new 
partition between the Public and the Company, of the net revenues of the 
Territories in India, as well of thoſe acquired by conqueſt, as of thoſe which are 


* 


the independent property of the Company, and alſo of the net ſurplus, ariſing 


from the profits of the Company's trade. 


The reaſonableneſs of this partition, upon the terms propoſed,” muſt depend 
in ſome degree on the rateable proportion, which the Revenue of the conquered 
Territories bears to the Revenue produced by the Company's' own proper Eſtates 
in India. It therefore ſeems highly eſſential, if not abſolutely neceſſary; that 
means ſhould be uſed, to diſcriminate betwixt the Revenues of the Public and 
_ thoſe properly of the Company, antecedent to the eſtabliſhment of any ſpecific 


appropriation ; for unleſs that is done, the Company muſt be acting altogether 


upon conjecture. - wx To 


The Territories and Revenues of India, may be properly claſſed under three 
deſcriptions, Firſt, Thoſe which the Company poſſeſſed, prior to the year 
1755, with reſpe& to which their excluſive right has never been queſtioned, nor 
can it be in any degree liable to impeachment: The extent of them is known 
to a certainty, and their income was fully inveſtigated by the Secret. Com- 
mittee of the Houſe of Commons of the year 1772, as will appear upon reference 


to Third Report of that Committee, wherein their annual produce, for a ſeries 


of time, will be found amply detailed, 


Secondly, The Territories and Revenues ceded to the Company-by the Mogul, 
the Nabob of Bengal, the Soubah of the Decan, and the Nabob of Arcot, by 
Grants and Treaties after the year 1755. Theſe conſiſt chiefly of the Pergun- 
nahs at Calcutta, the ceded Lands ſo called in Burdwan, Midnapour and Chit- 
tagong, the Town and Diſtrict of Calcutta, the Town, Fortreſs, Port and Diſtrict 
of Maſulipatam, the Five Northern Circars, and the Jagheer Lands at Madras. 


The property of theſe may be debated on diſtin& grounds, each having been 


acquired by the Company in conſequence of the influence reſulting from their 


_ Military 
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Military Eſtabliſnments, and the valour and ſucceſs of their arms after that 


period, | 


\ Laſtly, The Provinces of Bengl and Bahar ant mat part of Oriſſa which is 


terminated on the South by. the Cattack Countries belonging to the Maratta 
e Carnatic, and en the 


Smeg the Diſtrict of Benares; and. the Countries in. r e 
Malabar Coalt, lately obrained by the Treaty with ippoo Saib. Theſe are 
claimed on the pert of the Public, as the property of the State, on a maxim 
of Law, that all Territories acquired by conquelt veſt in the Crown, 
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- AMONGST the numerous Rights appertaining tothe King's Proto five, 
arifing tq him “ from the reaſon of the Common 1 5 (a wha it Aptly ex- 

reſſed in a great * authority) are thoſe of maki ar and Peace ; an intereſt 
in his Subjects, and a Right to their of owing MW command of: all fortreſſes 
and places of ſtrength; ſo that none but by the King's Licence can legally 


build, erect, or fortify a caſtle or other pot of defence; the ſole Cainage of | 


Money; J the Property-in all Mines of, Gold or Silver whereſacyer found; the 
ereQing of Courts of Judicature z a general Right of Panerai oyer the Lands 
of all his Subjects, and a Right to the abſolute raperty, as well as {Salami 
over foreign Territories acquired by conqueſt, whether 1 it be by his own regular 
Forces, or by any of his Subjects nat trained or ſo PE: f hut e on 
their own will; or acquired by Grant or Treaty obtained Influence 


Arms, or even by any Treaty or Grant af Dominion. made to any: of his 


Subjects by a foreign Potentate. It is alſo a Right coeyal od 158 oh 55 5 
Prerogative of the Crown, to delegate to, and inyeſt its Su 

Powers and Rights as may be geemed neceſſary to be 5 e 1 5 
vigour and effect to the protection a ſecurity of the Empire, the Extenſion 
of its Dominions, and the enlargement of its Commerce. Neither the j lies r 
of Delegation, nor the Right of Grantipg, has Vie Th We can 0 5 
denied, or queſtioned, or limited, where the. knawn Laws of t and 

not been impugned or exceeded. It was undet Delegations « of tl 5 Key 105 
that many of our foreign Dominions were 9 tained; d it is under Grants, 
. of from the Prerogative, that our Þ Nobiliy a Gentry 45 this day, „de- 
rive their titles to their landed Property in doms. . The pro- 
prietary Diſtricts of America, and the Lands _ 12 ct, 5 ia 10nd g. were 
thus conveyed; nor is the Crown debarred £7 at we know of ) trom ee 
any of its foreign Territories, either in poſſeſſion, or eech, or dependent 
on any expectancy or contingency, The Reſtraining Act gf Queen. Ange, and 


the Civil Liſt Act of His Majeſty, are h to 8 We WS: er | 


Reyenues gf the en at Be 
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Company's Rights ; Bru | | 3 
WITH reſpect to the Rights and Privileges of the Uoſted e it 


will be found that the Old Company, erected and incorporated-by Queen Eliza- 


beth, were legally ſeized of the Iſlands of St. Helena and Bombay, and of ſundry 
Forts, Factories and Settlements, and were alſo poſſeſſed, and in the exerciſe. 
of extenſive Authorities and Privileges in India z all Which, on the Union of 


the two Companies in 1702, were transferred to the United Company. Their 


Unia was ratified by Queen Anve, under the great ett of Epglaud, and the 
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Rights and Powers thus conveyed, together with thoſe which had been granted 
to the New Company, have been repeatedly ſanctioned by ſubſequent Acts of 
Parliament made on the ſeveral compacts between the Public and the Company, 
for the continuation of their Excluſive Trade; on which occaſions, the Com- 
pany paid to the Public ſuch pecuniary” conſiderations, as at the time were 
deemed adequate in value to the Rights and Immunities purchaſed, or agreed 
to be held and enjoyed by them, Amongſt which are theſe that follow : | 


$24 ad 7% | 1 ; 

To be a Corporation or Body- politic, and to have perpetual ſucceſſion, with 
ability to hold and retain Lands and T enements of any kind, nature, or qua- 
lity whatever, and again to ſell, ies, or diſpoſe thereof; to make Settlements 
in India, without any limitation in their value and extent; to build Caſtles, 


Forts, Fortifications, or other Places of Strength; to appoint Governors and 
Commanders; raiſe, train, and muſter Forces; repel Wrongs and Injuries on 


their Property ; make Repriſals on their Invaders, or Diſturbers of their Peace 
coin Money, and ere& Courts of Judicature. So“ ample were the powers for 
enabling the Company to . 0 Diſcipline amongſt their Military, that they 
were authorized in all their Settlements, in caſes of Rebellion, Mutiny or Se- 
dition, or refuſing to ſerve in War, flying to an Enemy, forſaking Colours or 
Enfigns, or other offences againſt .Law, Cuſtom and Diſcipline Military, to 


uſe and exerciſe all the Powers of Captain General. And by one of the Charters 
it was expreſsly declared, that theſe Powers and Immunities ſhould extend to 
all Territories which the Company ſhould at any time purchaſe. or acquire 


within the limits of their Trade; and by another + Charter it was granted, that 


the Company ſhould have the ſole Rule and Government of all Forts, Factories 
and Plantations, already, or which ſhould thereafter be ſettled by or under 
them, and exerciſe Martial Law therein; and by f another, they are impowered 


to fit out Men of War in times of hoſtility, In theſe Charters and Grants the 


Sovereignty of the Crown alone is reſerved, 


"Under the Rights and Powers thus conveyed, the Company acquired by pur- 
chaſe from the Moguls, or other of the Native Princes and States, ſundry ſpots of 


. on the Peninſula of India, on which they erected Factories and Houſes of 
rade; and for the better defence of their property againſt the incurſion of banditti 
and caſual „ ee they had long anterior to the conqueſt of Bengal, fortified 
the Iſland of Bombay, and their Factories at Madras, Vizagapatam, St. Davids, 
and on the river Ganges, and garriſoned them with their forces; and in ge- 


neral exereiſed the ſeveral other authorities and privileges derived from their 
Charters. The mildneſs of their Government within their Factories, the equal 
adminiſtration of Juſtice at their Courts, the punctuality and uprightneſs ob- 
ſerved by their Servants in their dealings, the fimplicity of their manners, and 
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their quiet and inoffenſive deportment, endeared them to the Natives, and in- 
duced many of the Hindoos to ſettle within, or near their diſtricts, The Sou- 
bahs of the country beſtowed on them exemplary marks of their favour, until 


Charter of 2jth September, 1669. + 9th April, 1683, t 12th April, 1686. 
1 ? Wo at 


( 85 
at length the Company had obtained Territories which produced in Land Rents | 
and Port Duties, a confiderable' income, ſufficient” at leaſt to defray their eſta⸗ | = 

bliſhments, as long as they were permitted to obſerve a ſtrict peace or neu- 5 i 
trality amongſt the Native States; nor from the firſt erection of the Company | 
by Queen Elizabeth, till the accidental Conqueſt” of Bengal, had the Right of | = 
the Company been called in queſtion, to acquire, by any means they could deviſe, - + 

Settlement, Territory, or other Property in India for their own benefit. It was 

the magnitude of that conqueſt, which firſt excited Public attention, and a ge- a 
neral maxim of law, of which, perhaps, no inſtance or oceaſion for its being 

exerted or acted upon had happened for centuries, if ever, in this Kingdom, 

was now enforced by Parliament, with a ſaving however of Rights, ſo às td 

leave the queſtion open to litigation at ſome future pe ria. 
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Situation of Maſulipatam and Circarr. 


Before we proceed in our narrative, it may not be amiſs to give the Reader ſome | 4A 
idea of the extent, ſituation, and income of Maſulipatem and its diſtricts, and | 
we cannot do this more ſatisfactorily, than by reference to Mr. Orme's Hiſtory | | 


of Hindoſtan. The following is a literal quotation “ from his Work. 


“ Theſe + acquiſitions added to Maſuljpatam, and the Province of Con- | 
ce davir 1, made the French maſters of the Sea Coaſt of Coromandel and | | 
4 Orixa, in an . uninterrupted... line of 600 miles from Medapilly, $ to the 
e Pagoda of Jagernaut||. Theſe countries are bounded by a vaſt chain of . , 
% mountains, which run nearly in the ſame direction as the Sea Coaſt, and are | . _- 
c in moſt places about 80 or go miles diſtant from it, although in ſome fe not 
„ more than 30. They are covered with impenetrable foreſts of bamboes, and in | 
 « the whole extent there are not more than four paſſes which, according to . -= 
 *& Mr. Buſſey's account, may be defended by 100 men againſt an army. 15 
f neee yy Kar * 1 . 


97 


cc The Province of Condavir extends between the River Kriſtna and Gon- 8 — | 
„ degama, which gains the ſea, at Medapilly. The limits of the other Four | | 

& Provinces are not exactly aſcertained 3 nevertheleſs it appears, that Muſta- | = 
„ phanagur 100 to the North of Condavir; that Elore Jays to the north-weſt 8 
„ of Muſtaphanagur ; that Rajahmundrum is bounded to the ſouth by theſe two | 

& provinces, and that Chicacole, much the largeſt of the four, extends 250 miles . 
from the River Godaveri to the Pagoda of Jagernaut. The revenues of the 

« Four Provinces were computed at 31,00,000 rupees ; of Condavir at 6,80,000 ; 
. * and the dependencies of Maſulipatam were ſo much improved. that they pro- 
. * Firſt Vol. . 334; 5 JJ or TEL TO TY 9 
+ The Circars of Muſtaphanagur, Elore, Rajahmundrum and Chicacolse.. / 
* Another name for the Guntoor Cirear. Kii C64 


: 


1 
4 - * 
3: {hi Wii 


The northern extremity of the Carnatic on the Coaſt of Cqromandel..,,.., ,,.' ...,, -} 

|| The ſouthern extremity of the Mahratta dominions in Cattack, lately under Modajee Booſla 
one of their chiefs in Orixa. His dominions extend northwards upon the Coaſt, to the extent of 
about 240 miles, where they adjoin to that, part of the Britiſh poſſeſſions in Orixa which are 


« duced 


l = + CE 


under the Preſidency of Bengal, 


5 „ | | 

Rights and Powers thus conveyed, together with thoſe which had been granted 
to the New Company, have been repeatedly ſanctioned by ſubſequent Acts of 
Parliament made on the ſeveral compatts between the Public and the Company, 
_ for the continustion of their Excluſive Trade; on which occaſions, the Com- 
_ pany paid' to the Public ſuch pecuniary conſiderations, as at the time were 
deemed adequate in value to the Rights and Immunities purchaſed, or agreed 
to be held and enjoyed by them. Amongſt which are theſe that follow: 
To be a Corporation or Bady-politic, and to have perpetual ſucceſſion, - with 
ability to hold and retain Lands and Tenements of any kind, nature, or qua- 
lity Whatever, and again to fell, alien, or diſpoſe thereof; to make Settlements 
in India, without any limitation in their value and extent; to build Caſtles, 
Forts, Fortificarions, or other Places of Strength; to appoint Governors and 
Commanders; raiſe, train, and muſter Forces; repel Wrongs and Injuries on 
their Property; make Repriſals on their Invaders, or Diſturbers of their Peace; 
coin Money, and erect Courts of Judicature. So“ ample were the powers for 
enabling the Company to Ppreferve Diſcipline amongſt their Military, that they 
were authorized in all their Settlements, in_ caſes of Rebellion, Mutiny or Se- 
"dition, or refuſing to ſerve in War, flying to an Enemy, forſaking Colours or 
Enfigns, or other offences againſt Law, Cuſtom and Diſcipline Military, to 
uſe and exerciſe all the Powers of Captain General. And by one of the Charters 
it was expreſsly declared, that theſe Powers and Immunities ſhould extend to 
All Territories which the Company ſhould at any time purchaſe or acquire 
Within the limits of their Trade; and by another + Charter it was granted, that 
the Company ſhould have the ſole Rule and Government of all Forts, Factories 
and Plantations, already, or which ſhould thereafter be ſettled by or under 
them, and exerciſe Martial Law therein; and by {'another, they are impowered 
to fit out” Men of War in times of hoſtility, In theſe Charters and Grants the 


Sovereignty of the Crown alone is reſerved. 


Inder the Rights and Powers thus conveyed, the Company acquired by pur- 
chaſe from the Moguls, or other of the Native Princes and States, fandry ſpots of 
round on the Peninſula of India, on which they erected Factories and Houſes of 
rade ; and for the better defence of their property againſt the incurſion of banditti 
and caſual depredation, they had long anterior to the conqueſt of Bengal, fortified 
the Iſland of Bombay, and their Factories at Madras, Vizagapatam, St. Davids, 
and on the river Ganges, and garriſoned them with their forces; and in ge- 
neral "exerciſed the ſeveral other authorities and privileges derived from their 
Charters. The mildneſs of their Government within their Factories, the equal 
© adminiſtration” of Juſtice at their Courts, the punctuality and uprightneſs ob- 
ſerved by their Servants in their dealings, the fimplicity of their manners, and 
their quiet and inoffenſive deportment, endeared them to the Natives, and in- 
* duced many of the Hindoos to ſettle within, or near their diſtricts. The Sou- 
© bahs of the: country beſtowed: on them exemplary marks of their favour, until 


Tt: Charter of 27th September, 1669. I qoth April, 1683, 4 22th April, 1686. 
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at length the Company bad obtained Territories which produced in Land Rents 
and Port Duties, a conſiderable income, ſufficient at ſeaſt to defray © their eſta⸗ 
bliſhments, as long as they were permitted to obſerve a ſtrict peace or neus 
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trality amongſt the Native States; nor from the firſt erection of the Company 
by Queen E izabeth, till the accidental Conqueſt of Bengal; had the Right of 
the Company been called in queſtion, to acquire, by any means they could deviſe, - 
Settlement, Territory, or other Property in India for their: own benefit. It was 
the magnitude of that conqueſt, which firſt excited Publſe attention, and a ger 
neral maxim of law, of which, perhaps, no inſtance or oeeaſion for its being 
exerted or acted upon had happened for centuries, if ever, in this Kingdom, 
was now enforced by Parliament, with a ſaving however of Rights, ſoas to 
leave the queſtion open to litigation at ſome fuxufè period. 
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d Situation ef Maſulpatom and arm., 


Before we proceed in our narrative, it may not be amiſs to give the Reader ſome 


idea of the extent, ſituation, and income of Maſullpatem and its diſteicts, and 


- . 
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we cannot do this more ſatisfactorily, than by reference to Mr. Orme's Hiſtory | 


of Hindoſtan. The following is a literal quotation * from his Work 
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e Theſe + acquiſitions added to Maſuljpatam, and the Province of Con- 


davir 4, made the French maſters of the Sea Coaſt of Coromandel and 


Orixa, in an uninterrupted line of 600 miles from Medapilly, $ to the 
Pagoda of Jagernaut l. Theſe countries are bounded by a vaſt chain of 
mountains, which run nearly in the ſame direction as the Sea Coaſt, and are 
in moſt places about 80 or 9o miles diſtant from it, although in ſome fe not 


more than 30. They are covered with impenetrable foreſts of bamboes, and in 


the whole extent there are not more than four paſſes which, according to- 
Mr. Buſſey's account, may be defended by 100 men'againft 
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an army, *-- 
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cc The Province of Condavir extends between the River Kriſtna and Gon- 


wt 


. * Firſt Vol. p. 
1 + Another name for the Guntoor Cirear. 1 et =Y 8 
8 The northern extremity of the Carnatic on the Coaſt of Cqromandel.. In . , 

The ſouthern extremity of the Mahratta dominions in Cattack, lately under Modajee Booſla 

one of their chiefs in Orixa. His dominions extend northwards upon the” Coaſt, to the extent of 
about 240 miles, where they adjoin to that part of the Britiſh poſſeſſions in Orixa which are 
under the Preſidency of Bengal, ip AG RU, * 


degama, which gains the ſea, at Medapilly. The limits of the other Four 
Provinces are not exactly aſcertained 3 nevertheleſs it appears, that Muſta- 


phanagur joins to the North of Condavir; that Elore Jays. to the north weſt 


of Muſtaphanagur ; that Rajahmundrum is bounded to the ſouth by theſe two 


provinces, and that Chicacole, much the largeſt of the four, extends 250 miles 


from the River Godaveri to the Pagoda of Jagernaut. The revenues of the 
Four Provinces were computed at 31,00,000 rupees ; of Condavir at 6,80,000 ; 


— / 


and the dependencies of Maſulipatam were ſo much improved that they pro- 
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+ The Circars of Muſtaphanagur, Elore, Rajahmundrum and Chicacole;-- Wt HA : 
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| 1 duced 


( 58 ) 


« duced this year. (1753). 5;07,000, in. all 42,87,000; rupees equal, 10 more 


than C. 535, 00 ſterling per annum. All theſe rents, excepting thoſe of 


„ Msſulipstam and its dependencies, which ſeemed already to be carried 
to the height, might be greatly improved; ſo that theſe. territories ren- 
*. dered the French maſters of the greateſt dominions, both in extent and 


value, that had ever been poſſeſſed in Hindoſtan by Europeans, not ex- 
ei cepting the Portugueſe When at the height of their proſperity; nor were 


„ commercial advantages wanting to enhance the value of theſe acquiſitions; 


, for the manufactures of cloth, proper for the European markets, were made 


| Monſieur Dupleix, fpeaking of the nature of the Soubab's laſt 5 


in this part of the Decan of much better fabrick and at much cheaper rates 
than in the Carnatic. In Rajahmundrum are large foreſts of teak trees, a 
* wood in every reſpęct equal to oak, and produced in no other part of the 
© Coaſt of Coromandel and Orixa. Chicacole abounds in rice and other grain, 
* of which great quantities are exported every year to the Carnatic.” | 


3 And ſpeaking of the Soubah's propoſals to the Madras Government in 1756, 
for their aſſiſtance againſt the French in the Decan, he ſays, * „ Nothing could 


ee be more acceptable to the Preſidency than this invitation; for ſince the diſ- 
appointment of the expedition which: the Company had projected to be 
* carried on from Bombay, they deſpaired of having another opportunity of 
e ſtriking at the French influence in the northern parts of the Decan, on which 


<.. nevertheleſs the very exiſtence of the Engliſnh, on the Coaſt of Coromandel, 
/ %.. oo, J 8 


rant, to Mr. 


Buſſey, in his famous Memoir ſays, I perſiſted. in demanding the. four beay- 
1+. riful provinces of Ellore, Muſtaphanagur, Chicacale, and Rajahmundry, 
which ſuited us in every reſpect, and I obtained them, They were given in 
full ſovereignty to the Company, at the charge of keeping with the Nabob, a 


* 33 15 


« body of French troops, after the manner of the Mogul Lords or Mahrattas, 
% to whom the Emperor or the Nabob grants Jagheer ss 


# | 7 "its. 


* · 


* 


e Majulipatam and its Dependencies. =o 


f 


4 de war which broke our berween France and England in 1746, ſoon ſpread 


£ 
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73 of troops, and ſacked or beſieged the Settlements of each other. Advices 
Ot the 
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den oppallte ſides to theſe rival Chiefs. 
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ile to India, where the Companies of the two nations had | raiſed native 


* ; 
£ F 


ace, concluded in 1748, reached India juſt at the time of our raifing the 


* Hege of Pondicherry, The Britiſh ſquadron, under Admiral Boſcawen, ſoon return- 


ed to England; but neither of the Companies diſcharged their troops. Chunda 
Saheb, competitor with Anawarden Caun, and afterwards of his ſon Mahomed 
Ally, for the Nabobſhip of Arcot, had agreed to take thoſe of the French into 
his pay, and they waited his arrival in the Carnatic.to be united with his army. 


It was not long after this period that the two Companies became auxiliaries 


irt Vol. p. 44. nh | 
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The Carnatic forms part of the Mogul Empire, conſtituting one of the Pro- 


vinces, or a Nabobſhip, of the Decan, which had been long governed by the 


Soubah Nizam E Viceroy of the Mogul. To him belonged the 


| nomination of b. | of th n 1748, 
- competitors, his ſons. or deſcendants, bad laid claim to the Government of the 


Decan; the Mogul was not in ſtrength. to ipterpoſe his authority wich effect; 


otherwiſe there can be but little doubt but the Nizam's eldeſt ſon, Ghazi ul Dien, 
who was at that time the principal Miniſter to the Mogul at Delhi, and had been 
named as ſucceſſor to his father in the Government of the Decan, would have 
been eſtabliſhed in it, + Nazir Jung, another ſon of the late Soubah, (but ſtiled by 
the French a baſtard) and who at that period commanded his father's army, had 
taken poſſeſſion of his immenſe treaſures, and ;pretending that Ghazi ul Dien had 
ceded to him the Soubahſhip, (preferring a reſidence at the Court of Delhi) he 
aſſumed the reins of Government, keeping his three younger brothers little better 
than his priſoners; whilſt Muzafa Jung, a favorite grandſon of the deceaſed Sou- 
bah, claimiag-the right, under a pretended will of his grandfather, appointin 

him his ſucoeſſor, raiſed an army in the Country welt. of Golconda, and claimed 


the Soubahſhip., 1 


08 Such was the Nate of parties and of the country when a ceflation of hoſtiheies 


between the two Companies took place in 1749. It was about this time that 


Chunda Saheb and Mugafa Jung had united their Forces under a ſolemn a 72 


lation, pever to ſheath their ſwords till the one was put into compleat poſſeſ. 
ſion of the Carnatic, and the other eſtabliſhed in the Government of the Decan, 
They ſoon after fought. the famous battle of Amboor, where the ſuperior 
diſcipline of the French army. overcame all .obſtacles, and obtained a deciſive 
victory for their-employers over Anawarden Caun, Nabob of the Carnatic, who 
was himſelf ſlain, and his eldeſt ſon Muzafa Caun taken. priſoner; Mahommed 
Ally his younger ſon, the preſent Nabob, narrowly eſcaping the ſame fate. 


Muzafa Jung was immediately proclaimed Soubah at the head of his vie- 
torious army, and Chunda Saheb declared Nabob of the Carnatic. The Engliſh 
forces had not hitherto interfered in theſe diſputes, but the news of the victory, 


and the preparations making by the French and their allies for extending the 


influence of their arms through the Decan, brought down the Soubah Nair 
Jung into the Carnatic; nor did he ſtop: *rill he encamped with his army at 
Velſtour, within a ſmall diſtance of Pondicherry, where he was met and op- 
poſed by that of his nephew and his auxiliaries. The Madras Government, now 
perceiving for the firſt time with certainty, that Nazir Jung was the actual 


reigning Soubah, they ſent Meſſrs. Lawrence and Dalton, with a ſmall corps of 


Engliſh. troops to pay him their homage; they were received with politeneſs, and 
permitted to encamp near him. A parley took place between the uncle and the 
nephew, which naturally occaſioned alarm to the French, leſt by a reconciliation 
the Native Chiefs ſhould, unite their forces and turn their arms againſt them. 
They therefore ſuddenly withdrew themſelves from the camp, and retired towards 
their own Settlement. It was in vain that Chunda Saheb endeavoured to diſſuade 
Muzafa Jung from liſtening to the propoſals of his uncle. That Chief therefore 


withdrew ' 


e Nabob. On the death of that Soubah in 1748, different 


J ²˙ͤth̃̃²Ün 7 6... POT OS "OO WOT TOs | 
withdrew, binfelf 60 Pondicherry, "36d "the "infytaated" nephew, 'aHlored by the 
Jalemp,proteſtations of the Soobah, both of affording protection to his perſon, 
and of placing him in the Govergmept of certain Provinces of the Decean, pro- 
eeded.ro the out: 45 tent; Where, in violation of the ties 'of honor, juſtice, and 
5 pledged faith, he Soubah inſtanrly”Toaded "him with irons; and falling ſud- 
ſenly-on his Unſuſpecting adherents, both they, and ſüch of the French as could 
e oßertaken were miſerably butehe reed.. 
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- + At, this period neither the Engliſh nor French poſſeſſed any thing more at Ma- 

alipatam than their, Factories or Hqüſes of Trade. The French, ſenſible of the 
importance of that Port for the 75 5 0 of commerce, had obtained a promiſe 
from Myzafa Jung of a grant 6flit With is dependeneijes, a cireumſtance which 
probably bad feached the ears of Nazir Jung; for ſhortly" after the affair at Vel- 
dur, he cauſed his Officers to ſeize the French Factory and effects at Maſuli- 
Patam, though it does not appear he meddled wirh any other, (for they had 
other Factories in his domipions); and Dupleix, highly * = at this act of 
tyranny over the private property of innocent and helpleſs individuals, vowed 


The Soubah with his army took up his refidence at Arcot for the Mon- 
ſoon, In the mean time Chunda Sabeb and Dupleix were indefatigable in their 
preparations for war, Before the Soubah began to" ſtir, they made themſelves 
.maſters of Gingee, and alſo of Maſulipatam, and appeared in ſuth foree in the 
Carnatic, that the Soubah, as the condition of being permitted quietly to with- 
.draw himſelf from its confipes, foupd it prudent to grant to the French the abſo- 
Jute property of Maſulipatam and its dependencies; and to make them other con- 
. ceſſions, He however ſtill kept Muzafa Jung a priſoner, which Dupleix highly 
reſenting, found means to corrupt certain of the Patan Chiefs, who formed the 
body 'guard, and agreeably to à plan concerted,” the French attacked his camp 
by ſurprize, when the 'unfortunate Soubah, quitting his tent, fell a victim to 
French treachery, and the villainy of his own people. His head having been 
expoſed, Muzafa Jung was taken from priſon, and proclaimed-Soubah by the 
. unznimous voice of both armies; and one of the firſt acts of the new Soubah, 
in gratitude for his releaſe and adyancement, was to confirm the grant of Ma- 
Tulipatam, with its dependencies, to the French. According to Mr. Orme, they 


wee to be held in yaſſalage ; though, if we may credit the relations of Mr. Buſſey 


— 


and Mr. Dupleix, they were granted in compleat ſovereignty for ever. 


2 the Appendix to Mr, Dupleix's celebrated Addreſs to the French Nation, 

will be found an accurate account” of the revenue produced from Maſulipatam, 

_ diſtin& from the places dependent on it, as well as from their ſubſequent ac- 

. quilitions in the Northern Circars. If they had been otherwiſe before, it is 

evident that, from this time at leaſt, Maſulipatam and its dependencies formed 

a diſtin diſtrict from the Five Circars, Protechig a revenue of about £.38,000 
à year. ONES | | „ 
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A few months had only elapſed before Muzafa Jung alſo fell afacrifice to 
the treachery and avarice of the ſame Patan Chiefs, who had aſſaſſinated his uncle. 
Three other of his uncles, Salabut Jung, Nizam Ally, and Bazalet Jung, had 


been continued priſoners in his camp. Mr. Dupleix ſet them at liberty, and 


raiſed Salabut Jung, the eldeſt of the three, to the Muſaud of the Decan; and 


for a confiderable time after, the influence of Mr. Dupleix wholly prevailed over 


'the Councils of the Soubah. His perſon was conſtantly guarded by the French 


ſoldiers, who fought' and conquered. by his fide in ſeveral conflicts with the 


Mahrattas; the French commanders dictated the terms of the ſucceflive con- 
ventions, for ſuſpenſion of hoſtilities; and in 1753, they planned the triumph- 


ant entry of the Soubah into his capital of Aurungabad, where he rewarded the 


French Company with grants firſt, of the Guntoor, and ſoon afterwards of 
the other Four Circars; and although by an invitation of Jaffeer Ally, one of 
the diſcarded Zemindars in the Circars, ſome of the neighbouriug 'Mabrattas 
broke in and devaſtated the moſt fruitful parts of the country, they ſoon retired, 
and in 1754 the French were left to enjoy, without interruption, 'the. fruits of 


theſe valuable acquiſitons. 


The Company's troubles in the Carnatie and in Bengal, at the time of the 
rupture in 1756 with France, had obliged them to weaken their little garriſon 
at Vizagapatam. The Fort and Factory at that place, and alſo Madepollam, 


Bandermalanka, and Ingeram, fell an eaſy prey to Mr. Buſſey, and the forces 


he kept in the Cirears. In the mean time, by the intrigues of Nizam Ally, and 
Bazalet Jung, aſſiſted by Shanaveſe Khan, their brother's Duan, the influence 


of the French became weakened at the Soubah's Court. The French detach- 


ment however ſtill accompanied him, and moſt probably ſaved his life, at the 
time the two brothers poſſeſſed themſelves of his Seals of State, and aſſumed to 


_ themſelves the reins of the Government, which, however, they adminiſteted/in his 


name. This revolution muſt have have happened about the time of Buſſey's cap- 


ture df the Engliſh Company's Factories. e had no ſooner We, ben that 


object, than he haſtened, with what force he could collect, to the aſſiſtanee of Sa- 
labut Jung at Aurungabad. It conſiſted of 700 Europeans, 500 Sepoys, and 10 field 
pieces; and though at his arrival he found the Soubah ſurrounded by three ar- 


mies under the command of his two brothers, to whom he could be conſidered as 


little better than a priſoner, he ſo managed as to procure the Seal to be reſtored. 
Nizam Ally, unable to brook what he feared openly to-reſiſt; but reſolving in 


ſome degree to avenge himſelf for what had happened, procured the aſſaſſination 


of Hyder Beg, (the new Miniſter) impoſed on his brother by Buſſcy, and then 
fled to Brampour. The friends of Hyder Beg immediately revenged his death 
by the murder of Shanaveſe Khan, and his ſon Mahommed, the Emperor's Duan, 
and all their adherents; ſo that Buſſey was again left to direct the Councils of 
the Soubah. He was, however, ſhortly after called to Pondicherry: with his 

forces for the relief of that place then beſieged by the Engliſh Company. He 
quitted the Soubah, leaving a force for the defence of Hlaſolipatum and the 


* 


\ 
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After the death of Vizeram Rauze (the Zemindar who had ſupereeded Jaffeer 
Ally in the Rziahmundrum Circar, and who had alſo. been manager for that 
of Chicacole) Buſſey had impoſed ſuch; new arrangements and conditions on his 
nephew and ſuceeſſor the Rajah Anunderawze, as to exeite his reſentment. 
He therefore took the opportunity of Buſſey's departure to avenge the ſuppoſet 
injury, and to recompence himſelf by ſeizing on the Fan of Vizagapatam. 
Fearing his ewn ability to retain it, he ſent advice of what he had done to 
Madras, offering a ſurrender. of it to the Company. He afters ards made a like 
offer to the Preſidency of Bengal, propoſing to join his forces with any detach- 
ment they ſhould ſend for driving the French from the ceded. provinces. Lord 
Clive accepted of the offer, and immediately re-eſtabliſhed the Engliſh Fatory 
at Vizagapatam. He likewife ſept. 500 Europeans, and 2 300 Native troops, under 
the command of Col. Ford, to unite with the Rajah againſt the French. It was 
agreed between the Colonel and the Rajah, that all plunder ſhould be equally 
dzvided,' that all the inland countries which ſhould be conquered ſhould be 
delivered to the Rajah, who was to collect the revenues; but the ſea ports and 
towns at the mouth of the rivers, with the revenues annexed to them, were to 
belong to the Engliſh Company; no treaty for reſtitution was to be made but 
by mutual conſent; and the Rajah was to ſupply half a lack of rupees monthly 
for the expences of the troops; and 6000 rupees, to commence from their arri- 
val at Vizagapatam, for the particular expences of the officers. _ Shag 


In December 1758, the united forces gained a complete victory over the 
French commanded by M. Conflans, who retreated firſt to the city of Rajahmun- 

drum, and afterwards to Maſulipatam, followed by Colonel Ford; and the cam- 
paign ended with the ſiege and capture of that place by ſtorm, in April 1759. 


The tardineſs of the Rajah in bringing forward bis treops from Rajahmun- 
drum to Maſulipatam, and his backwardneſs to advance the money for the de- 
tachment, had induced Col. Ford to agree to the following variation in the agree- 
ment which had been made with him in the preceding November, (namely) 

that whatever ſums the Rajah might furniſh, - ſhould be conſidered as a loan; 
and that the revenues of all the countries which might be reduced on the 
other ſide of the Godavery, excepting ſuch as belonged to the French, either 
by eſtabliſmment ar grant in propriety, ſhould be equally divided between the 


Whilſt Colonel Ford was before Maſulipatam, the Soubah, at the en- 
treaty of Conflans, brought an army into the Circars, of ſuch a force, as united 
with the French, might have eaſily raiſed the ſiege, and compelled the Engliſn 
detachment to have laid down their arms. The Soubah, however, neither joined 
the French nor interrupted Col. Ford, but encamped about 40 miles from the 
fort, waiting the event of the ſiege. All he did was to call upon the Rajah 
and the Zemindars, that were with Ford, to repair as his vaſſals to his ſtandard;; 
and it was not without difficulty they were prevailed on to diſregard the ſum- 
mons, Some part of the French forces, after their defeat, had ſeparated from 
1 | „„ 9 thoſe 
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| thoſe who took refuge in Maſalipatam, atid being forintd intoratmalliarmiy:oriobs - = 
ſervation, were encamped at no great diſtance from the doubah. Colonel Ford 


perceiving his danger, and in deſpair” of eſcaping, planned the bold effort of 


ſtorming the fort, though with little expectation of ſueceſs: To amuſe the Soubatr' 

in the interval, he ſent” Mr. Johnſtone to pay him his homage,” which the 
Soubah took in kind part, and received him in his camp. On the ow falling 
| he fort, and 

the Rajah and Zemindars not doubting but the Soubah intended to reduce it, 


into the Colonel's hands, the Soubah advanced within 15 miles of 


ſeparated from the Engliſh and retired into the country; but Salabut, after 


ſome conference with the commander of the French army of obſervation, agreed 
to receive Colonel Ford in his tent, and to grant him certain requeſts, and to 


- 


_ ſwear to the performance of chany,” © 


This eng 
the foundation of the Company's title to the Five Northern Circars. It may, 
however, admit of a doubt, whether aided as it was by the Soubah's oath for 


its obſervance, it had the efficacy of à grant or treaty. The power of the 


Soubah to make any grant of, or to allenate à part of the Soubabſhip, is 
in the firſt place very queſtionable. Secondly, He had already granted 
the ſame diſtricts to the French. Thirdiy, The Sunnuds promiſed by itz 
and which by the Conſtitutions of the Empire (admitting the power) would 
be a mere -hullicy; unleſs paſſed under the Seal of State acompamed by 
a variety of ceremonies and regiſterations, do not appeur to have been ever 
obtained. Fourthly, In military or feudal tenures, (and this at beſt could 
be confidered in no other light) a new inveſtiture becomes” neeeſſary en every 
change of the ſupreme power who makes it, ſo, that in no event could the Suns 
nuds have been valid beyond the life or removal of Salabut Jung:  Andilaftlyg 
the requeſt extended only to a diſtinct part of the Cirtars. The form in which the 
Soubah's engagement is printed by the Company, differs materially from and ig 
far more extenſive in reſpect to the territofies deſcribed in it; than what is given 
as the agreement by Mr. Orme ; his again far exceeds what the Madras Governs 

- Ment, at᷑ the time, deſcribed to be the extent of it, in their advices to Bengal of 
July 1759. The Company's printed copy contains à promiſe of Sunnads, for 

giving to the Company the Circar: of Mafulipatam with eight diſtricts, and 
the Circar of Nizampatam, and the diſtricts of Condavir and Wacal manner, in 


the ſame manner as was done to the French. Mr. Orme deſeribes the grant to 


be of the whole territory dependent on Maſulipatam, with eight diſtri ind 
juriſdiction over the territory of Nizampatam, and the diſtricts of Conda vir and 
Wacalmanner, all which were to be held without the reſerve either! of fine or 
military ſervice. The Governor and Council of Madras, immediately after che 
communication to them by Colonel Ford of his interview with the Soubah, de- 


ſcribe the grant to be no more than of the port of Maſulipatan with che 


« dependencies thereto velonging * recommending it to Lord Clive to obtain a 
confirmation of it from the Mogul, or at leaſt a re of the Company's old Fir- 


maund for Divi Iſland, and —ͤ—é— factory in the town of Maſulipatam, Whats 
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ever mightbe the extent, it ls evident that the pott, town, and citadel of Ma- 
ſulipgtam were all that the Company retained. The Circars at large, were lefr 
in the Soubah's poſſeſſion as their immediate ſuperior,: under a promiſe that 
Anundetauze ſhould: be continued in the management of the Chicacole Circar, 
upon the terms which his anceſtors had held it from the former Soubahs. Colo- 
nel Ford with the Engliſh forces were ſoon after withdrawn from the Circars, a 
very ſmall number only being left in the garriſon; and ſo far were the Com- 
pany from retaining the poſteſſion of any thing beyond the port and town, 
and dependencies, that it appears that ſo early as June 1760, Nizam Ally, who, 
in conſequence of his brother being deſerted: by the French, had aſſumed the 
Soubahſhip, viſited the Circars, and was attended at Rajamundrum by Mr. Alex- 
ander, the Chief of Maſulipatam ; where he urgeatly requeſted a body of the 
Company's troops to act againſt the Mahrattas; offering to pay one lack of 
rypees monthly, and if they beat the Mahrattas, and diſpoſſeſſed them of the 5 
country belonging to him, he would then agree to give the Engliſh the Cirears | 
of Rajahmundrum, Ellore, and Muſtaphanagur; and that, on the propoſal not | 
being accepted, he had ; left thoſe Cirears under the management of Huſſein. 
Ally, and had granted the Guntoor or Condavir Circar, in Jagheer, to his bro- 
ther Bazalet Jung ; continuing Vizeram Rauze (ſon of Anunde Rauze) in that 
of Cicacole; and in a letter from Madras of April 1766, it is expreſsly 
ſaid, that after Colonel Ford had taken Maſulipatem, and put an end to the 
authority of the French in the Decan, all the Five Circars were reſtored to the 
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5 firſt grant to the was of Maſuli- 
patam only. Mr, Orme: has given us the income of it, diſtinctly from that of 
the Circars, It was the only part of the country which the Company retained. 

_ from 179, till they obtained the I of the Circars in 1765. From theſe cir- 
cumſtances it is pretty evident, that Maſulipatam was confidered as - a diſtrict 
of itſelf from any of the Circars, or perhaps as forming a Sixth Circar. The 
other Five take their names from the capital of each. Condavir or Guntoor. 
from the towns bearing thoſe names. Ellore from that town, and ſo of the 
reſt. And hence it was that Huſſein Ally's authority over Ellore, as the ma- 
nager or renter thereof to the Soubab, might be perfectly compatible with the 


From theſe facts we think ourſelves warranted in the following concluſion 
(namely) that the diſtinct diſtri, of Maſulipatam, with the fortreſs and port 
belonging to it, were obtained By cox EHB; and from the moment of the 
capture of the fort by Colonel Ford, they became veſted in full and intire pro- 
perty as well as ſovereignty in the King; and at this day continue the eſtate of 
the Crown, to be kept or granted as His Majeſty may think fit. 1 Shou 


ro Should it be objeded that becauſe Maſulipatam had been held by the F cench 
n a fief of the Indian Empire, and that the change of hands could not alter 
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the rights of the Mogul or his Soubab, as the paramount locke, We ate ready to | 5 5 5 
admit. that the King, by his prerogative, mult of neceſſity be the /ammus domi- 


nus ſipra omnes over all territories held by him; that lands in his poſſeffion are 


free from evety tenure; that he can neither be a joint tenant with another, nor 


hold of another. But with this admiſſion, and though in ſact the Soubah bac 


taken no part in the hoſtilities between the Engliſh and the French, yet we con- 


ceive that the levying war in the Decan againſt the French, they being feuda- 
tories of the Soubah, muſt, to every legal intent, be held as levying war againſt 


hat power alſo; and that by the conqueſt, the ſovereignty as well as the fei! 


became inſtantly annexed to the Crow of England. If the French had them 


ſelves the ſovereignty, the legal effect would have been the ſame The ſubſe< 


quent agreement by Col. Ford with Salabut Jung, covld not change or vary the 

nature of the King's title to Maſulipatam-once acquired, nor under the Charter 

of 1757 could the Company reſtore it, becauſe they were reſtrained from cetſing 

back any acquiſitions belonging to the European ſtates. The treaty of Peace in 

1763, completely eſtahliſhed the right of the King; the French Having thereby” 

renounced all their acquiſitions on the Coaſt except their Factories, Which alotie: 
air TOA , . 5d 
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THE new Soubah Nizam Ally, derived his right to the Governinent" bf 


the Decan under a grant from the Mogul; he was preſſed on all ſides by the 
armies of the Mahratta States and of Hyder Ally, and was in the utHdſt diſtreſs 
both for money and fuccours. He appears from the firſt commencement of Hig 


acceſſion, to have anxiouſly courted our alliance, as the ſuteſt means f fürn! 
ing himſelf with protection againſt the French, whom he both feated and Haut 
e 


nded, and againſt the ambitious views of his troubleſonie neighbours!” We 


have already ſeen that he made his firſt qvertures to Mr. Alexander at Rajati” | 
mundrum in 1760, immediately after he had depoſed his bfother;” IH 1761 he 
repeated them, with an earneſt deſire to be aſſiſted with 5 und an offer of 


the Circars by way of ſubſidy. At this period it would on many decountd hade 


been deſirable for the Company to have complied; but the period wWas critical,” 
and European forces could not be ſafely ſpared. In the mean time many of the* 
Zemindars and Renters in the Circars, taking advantage of the weaknels of the 


Soubah's Government, and the unſertled ſtate of the Decan, had become fe- 


: fractory, had with- held their tribute, and had bid defiance to the authority vf 


Huſſein Ally the Soubah's manager; and to render the anarehy the more generak 
the more powerful of the Zemindars had waged war againſt each other. Unable 
to ſend aſſiſtance from Hydrabad, the Nizam, in the autumn of 1762 deputed 


his Miniſter Huſſein Ally, to the Preſidency of Fort St. George, with grants br. 
ſunnuds for the Four Circars in the nature of a ſubſidy, again repeating his requeſt 


for a European force. The war with Spain had been juſt commenced, and the. 


expedition againſt Manilla undertaken, ſo that the Madras Government were 


unable to comply. They, however, did not chooſe to hazard the giving the 3 
N : 5 755 | offence, 
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cokence, by an abrupt rejeckion of the Sunnuds, bor # poſitive refuſal, fearing 
be sdulg admit che French again to their poſſeffion of thoſe diftrifts ; relle 
by Huffein og”, to lend him a ſmall body of Native troops to ſapport his au- 
thority in the Circats, and perſuaded that jt was the general diſpoſition of the 
Zemindars and Renters, to- ſubmit- to any reaſonable propoſals it ſanctioned by 
the Company's authority, and that their name alone would go far in drawing 
them back to their allegiance,” the Madras Government, with Huſſein's p - 
Proceeded to pubſiſh the Sunnuds in the Circars; and though no force was uſed, 
the Zemindars and Renters came immediately in and ſettled for their rents with 
Hofſein Ally and the Company's civil officers. | It appears however, that a ſmall 
body of Sepoys was ſent from Madras to Maſulipatam, to have enforced obe- 
dience to the Sunnuds if it had been found neceſſary. But the ſubmiſſion of 
the Zemindars was ſpontaneous and immediate, and it does not appear that theſe 
. Native" rroops had occaſion'to ftir from"gheir'place of landing 


MW In the mean time the Soubah deſpairing of dur aſſiſt ance, found mean ins to ap- > 
=_ peaſe, in ſome degree, the Mabrarta army. Full of reſentment at the conduct of 


the Company, for their breach of the confidence he had repofed in them by the 
publication of the Sunnuds, without a compliance with the condition annexed 
to them, he meditated revenge both on the Company and on his own Miniſter. 
The Madras Government therefore ſubmitted to re both the Sunnuds and 
the country ; and as ſoon as the expences of the troops. had been diſcharged, 
they were withdrawi. The Nabob of ' Arcot interpoſed his mediation with the 
___ Soubah for his forgiveneſs. of Huſſein Ally, who by dint of à large prefent lent 
for the purpoſe to ein by the Nabob or advanced by the Company's ſer- 
E vaiits, was reinſtated in his maſter's favor; and, recovering his former influence, 
he returned into the Circars, cloathed with efficient powers for the Government 


, 3 No ſooner had the Company withdrawn their ſuecours, than the Zemindars 

= : and Renters again fell from their allegiance to the Nizam, who finding that no- 
| 8  ._ thing but the Company's influence eould keep his ſubjects there in any degree 
of ſubordination, now came forward with a direct requiſition for their aſſiſtance, 

= | and an agreement being ſettled for the ſubſidy to be paid for their hire, wherein 
| theicharge'of the garriſons of Maſulipatam and Vizagapatam was included, a 
body of forces with artillery was again ſent from Madras upon that fervice, and 
they no ſooner made their appearance, than all the Zemindars' and Renters 
- 1 order was reſtored, and Huſſein Ally's authority was fully 


The French had lately returned to their factories on the Coaſt, and a general 
rumour prevailed that they were preparing to re. aſſume their poſſeſſions of the 
 Circars under the article in the treaty of Verſailles for mutual reſtoration * ; the 
French miniſtry having refuſed, as it was ſaid, to admit the propoſitions of the 
' Duke of Bedford, relating to India into the final treaty. in | 


_ * The affairs of India had eſcaped notice 'till ſome time after the preliminaries were figned. 
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other large rent, as we have before obſerved. The zeal of the Madras Govern- 
ment to obtain poſſeſſion of the Circars, kept pace only with the infiructions 


from the Directors and the advice of Lord Clive. The difficulty was how.to 
affect it without a rupture. The Company had in 1762, 1763, 1764, and 
1765, repeated their earneſt wiſhes to obtain them, but at the ſame time deprecated 
new wars and troubles, and in particular cautioned their ſervants hom they in- 
ſracted the treaty of peace, even in the event of the French procuring a new 
grant of the Circars; and in ſome of their letters they expreſſed their concur- 


rence to any agreement with the Nizam, though attended with an engagement 
to furniſh him with the forces he wanted, if weighty reaſons or the neceſſity f 


the caſe ſhould require it. Lord Clive was in the mean time _anxioufly. conrem- 
plating on the means of effecting the favorite plan he had formed, of uoiting 
our poſſeſſions on the Coaſt with thoſe. in Bengal. The reluctanee of the Sour 
bah to accept the Company as his tributaries on reaſonable terms, with the ab- 
ſolute neceſſity there appeared for ſecluding the French, drove that able com- 
mander to ſolicit a grant from the Mogul, conveying to the Company the intire 


property of the Five Circars; and in 1765 he obtained it. At the time of the 


grant reaching Madras, the troops we had lent to the Nizam were ſtill in his 
Pay and ſervice in the Circars, and the Madras Government, with the concur- 
rence of Lord Clive, came to the deciſive reſolution of availing themſelves in any 
event of the grant. Their forces were already on the ſpot to maintain or en- 


force the claim. War however, was if poſſible to be avoided z. treachery, chi- . 


cane and bribery were ſubſtituted as the ſaſer inſtruments, Hoſſein Ally, the 


manager for the Soubah, was in the firſt inſtance dealt with, and ſucceſsfully, to- 
betray the intereſts of his maſter, and for the promiſe of a Jaghcer (which was 


actually ſettled on him afterwards by the Company) and a promiſe of dunn 
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and protection, and alſo of being continued in his renterſhip, he agreed to act 
with the Company, A very ſmall additional force to what was already there, 
Was then ſent into the Circars. The 800 Native troops under Ibraham Beg the 
Soubah's military commander were, by the management of Huſſein Ally, in- 
liſted jnto the Company's pay. Vizeram Rauze was alſo brought over by aſſor- 
ances of leſſening bis rents, and having traiterouſly delivered up the Forts of 
 Rajahmundrum and Coflim Cotah, which had been in his charge, he retired to 


dis own Circar of Chicacole. In the mean time a deputation was ſent to Hy- 


drabad, again to offer terms of becoming tributaries for the Circars to the Sou- 
bah, who was as yet a ſtranger to the grant of the Mogul. The Fort of Condi- 
pilla was deemed a neceſſary poſſeſſibn to cover the principal paſs from Ellore 
to Hydrabad; and, while the deputies were negociating with the Nizam, General 
Calliaud ſeized upon it. This place is fituate between the mountains bordering on 
the Ellore diſtrict, and was taken by ſtorm ; four Sepoys being wounded upon 
the occaſion. This was moſt oiobably a deviſe concerted to create a panic in 
the Nizam; for by the agreement then ſubſiſting, our troops were to have 
| ,poſlleſſion of any of the Soubah's Forts as the means of ſubjecting the inhabi- 
tants, and Huſſein Ally was ſole governor, So little was the reſiſtance at this 
Fort, that if there was any, it was deemed too trifling to be worthy of notice 
by the commanding officer in his letters of the time mentioning the capture of it. 
The Mogul's Sunnuds were now publiſhed, and every Zemindar immediately ac- 
knowledged the Company as their ſovereign. Aſter a ſlow and tedious negocia- 
tion at Hydrabad, and by dint of money advanced to the Soubah and preſents to 
his ® miniſters and officers, his own grant of the Circars was obtained for the 
Company at a rent of annual tribute or gift of nine lacks of rupees, and under 
nan engagement to furniſh a body of forces when called upon; and thus was 
the Company firmly eſtabliſhed in the poſſeſſion of the Circars, except of the 
Guntoor, for which they were to wait either the death of Bazalet Jung or his 
breach of faith, in either of which events the Company were to have the pof- 
{ſeſſion of that Circar alſo; and in the interval two lacks of the rent was to be 
abated. The Nizam reſerved to himſelf the diamond mines and the villages 


near them, and alſo the Kildarry and Jagheer of Condapilly, 


It had been agreed that our troops ſhould join thoſe. of the Nizam and the 
Mahrattas, and proceed to the conqueſt of Hyder Ally's dominions. The 
troops were accordingly ſent, and they remained with him ſome months; but 
Hyder by a large bribe brought the Soubah over to his own purpoſes, and our 
troops were in conſequence withdrawn. Before they quitted the Nizam, a promiſe 
was obtained that the tribute (for ſo it is called) of two lacks per annum for the 
_Chicacole Circar ſhould be relinquiſhed ; and in July 1767, the Soubah gave a 
Sunnud for the remiſſion of it. In Auguſt following the Nizam threw off 
the maſk, and openly joined Hyder's army at Bangalore; from whence their 


done lack was given to the chief miniſter, half a lack to the ſecond, and preſents to the 
ä | 8 | horſe 
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horſe made excurſions and aer the Carnatic as far as Arcat. In September; 
| Colonel Smith droye them from the Carnatic, and ig December following, - 

the Nizam ſeparated from Hyder Ally, and ſoon afterwards confirmed,» by a. 
new treaty the Mo ol's grant of the Circars, and alſo his own Sunnud for the 
remiſſion of the tribute for Chicacole, reſerving the other tribute of five; lacks, - 
and two more for the Guntoor,Circar, payable only when poſſeſſion ſhould be had: 
$ n 3 F 4 4; } | : xt f 
qprecing alſo to allow out of thoſe tributes 25 lacks of rupees for the expenee of - 
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After the death of Bazalet Jung, Lord Cornwallis lic vidated all accounts meh 
the Nizam, and obtained poſſeſſion of the Gugtoor. The Company paid hima 
large balance for arrears, and entered into engagements for the regular payment 
of the whole annual tribute of ſeven Jacks. OO 
CET Opn e / d ITS” 
In deciding the queſtion of right to the ſoil and revenues of theſe Citcars, 
under the peculiar circumſtances by which they were obtained, it is neceſſary to 
have recourſe to firſt principles; for the right of ſovereignty: in the preſent caſe 
| ſeems equally diſputable with the right of foil. The reaſon or principle whereon 
a right attaches to a ſovereign over conquered territories, bears a ſtrong analog? 
to the caſes of eſcheats. By the operation of law, the legal eſtate” (as it ls 
called) in the lands of a baſtard or other perſon. dying inteſtate without heir, 
devolves upon the Sovereign, becauſe in the very nature of the caſe, the legal 
eſtate can go no where elſe, and it muſt be veſted ſomewhere. So of e . ; 
the former owners are driven out, and the legal ownerſhip muſt, by the ne- 
ceſſity of the thing, veſt in him who has the right to the ſervices of his ſubjects 
the conquerors; and as is before ſhewn, the Sovereign has a tight to their 
ſervice. In ſuch a Caſe, the legal property could otherwiſe exiſt in nd onęe;: 
a fluctuating body being by Law incapable of taking an intereſt in lands. On 
the other hand, if there be any thing intermediate that preyeats the: propert; 
paſſing in a direct channel to the Crown, that circumſtance compleatly 4 
the operation of the principle we have deſcribed. Thus, if a baſtard dies in- 
teſtate, ſeized of a copyhold of inheritance, it ſhall not go to the King, but to 
the Lord of the Manor; and ſo on an attaint of blood, if the convict has pre- 
viouſly transferred the legal intereſt in his inheritance over to another the King 
is barred, and ſhall not take it by his prerogati ye. Fo 


The queſtion then becomes reduced to the ſimple fact, whether at che time of, 
and anterior to the Company's taking poſſeſſion of the Circars, the legal eſtate 
in the ſoil was in them. If it was, it remains ſo ſtill, and the term of conqueſt 

in ſo far as it has any relation to, or connection wich the queſtion of tight, is 
inapplicable to the ſubject. Every force uſed howeyer neceſſary and juſt, to help: 


any lawful owner to his own, might equally be termed a conqueſt, In viewing and 
comparing the caſe of the Circars with thoſe of Maſulipatam and the final con- 
queſt of Bengal, for the purpoſe of diſcovering the operation of law with reſpect 
to the property in the ſoil, the difference (and a very great ane indeed it is) 
conſiſts in this, that in the former . inſtance the grant was antecedent to the 
poſſeſſion ; it was made by the oy owner to a party (the Eaſt-India _ f 
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| puny) capable and avthotited by law to aceept and hold the lands fo granted, 
Len bo the legal eftate and title became transferred to the Company tbe firſt 


inſtance, and they have done no act whatever to diveſt themſelves of it, but have 


obtained poſſeſſion as they lawfully might, and have ever ſince retained it. Whereas 
in the other caſes, the grant being made ſubſeguent to the conqueſt, the law in- 
flantly caſt the legal eſtate by the conqueſt upon the King; and any grants made 
ſubſequent to the King's title once acquired, though made by the conquered 
party and former owner to the real conqueror, are unavailable, and cannot 
operate to diveſt the King of what he had previouſly been inveſted witz. 


To raiſe a queſtion at this day upon the efficacy of the Mogul's grant to the 
Company; would be abſurd and prepoſterous, as ſtriking at the very root of 
their titles to various parts of our poſſeſſions in India, and particularly to the 
ſettlements of the Company ; and becauſe if the grant be bad, it will not make 


Wich reſpe& to the means uſed for obtaining the grant in queſtion, it will 
be alſo nugatory to enter upon the enguiry, ſince no part of the claim of the 
Public is founded upon an imputed forfeiture ; and becauſe by the juriſpru- 
dence of England, the King muſt ſhew a legal title in himſelf to ſupport his 
tight; no equitable circumſtances can avail him in ſuch a cafe againſt his ſub · 
Jes. Beſides which, if a fraud, however groſs and atrocious it may have been, 
were to be proved or admitted in Kr wok to the means uſed to obtain the grant, 
it could give no right of reſumption here, nor affiſt the claim of the Crown or 
the Public. If by che enormity of the fraud, the grant could be vitiated and 
et 9 the lande muſt revett to the grantee upon whom the fraud was com- 
mitted. 5 E jjb! ͤͤ ne os” 


That the Company were capable, and muſt fo continue *till che law is 
altered, of acquiring landed property by grants from the country powers to an 
indefinite extent, is evident both in the letter and the ſpirit of their Charter, 
and no man will be hardy enough to deny it, after the high legal authority we 

have before quoted at large in the Third Chapter upon that very point. 3 


Left what we have already ſaid ſhould not be thought ſufficient for ſupport- 
ing the excluſive claim of the Company to the Circars ; and . leſt the claim of 
the Public ſhould be again brought forward as for a country obtained by con- 
queſt, it may be righe further to diſcuſs the fact. 1 cats 


That fraud and every ſpecies of corruption, chicane and artifice, were prac- 
tiſed to create fears and apptehenſions in the mind of the Soubah, as the means 
of influencing and bringing him into our views for effecting our purpoſes ; 
and that we corrupted his miniſters and commanders to gain them over to our 
intereſts, will not be denied. Practices of a nature which would never have 
been admitted in the Councils of the Company's ſervants, under other circum- 
ſtances than the very peculiar ones which at that critical juncture exiſted. But 


. 


n 


we fee in this nothing like conguef The n the Cream; 
a very few that had been added for ſhew more than actual ſervice, to attend f 


publication of the Mogul's grant, were at that time in the pay and fervice of the 


Soubah himſelf, and we were in perfect amity with him. The bare ack of raking 
poſſeſſion of the defenceleſs Fort of Condapilly and the pals, cannot furely be 
deemed a conqueſt of the Circars. It is much to be doubted, if chat Fort is 
deemed a part of the Circars, nor does it clearly appear that it was garrifoned 


by the Soubah's forces. It may rather be preſumed to have been held by a Ze- 
mindar, as thoſe Forts were which we obtained by corrupting Vizeram Rauſe. 
But admitting it was the Soubah's, it will be found firuate at the extremity of the 
Circar of Ellore, between the hills, which form the north-weſt boundary of it. 


As well might it be argued that by the capture of Breda, the French had accbm- 
pliſned the conqueſt of the United Provinces, as that a countty fiæ& hundred 
miles in length on the ſea coaſt, was conquered by taking this hill fort, fituate 
at the Weſtern extremity of it. The Government of Fort St. George, the 
moment they knew of the Mogul's grant, had undoubtedly reſolved to ſeize 
and keep the Circars upon many conſiderations both political and commercial, 


and had concerted and taken their meaſures to meet the event of the Nizam 


ultimately rejecting their propoſals, or of his reſiſting their attempts to keep 
them by force. Bur both juſtice and policy dictated the propriety of holding 
them as fiefs of the Empire under the Native Sovereigns, by a rent and military 


tenure, rather than to involve the country in a new war; and their plan 'ſuc- 


ceeded. They purchaſed, of the Soubah, a confirmation of their poſſeſfion by 
a fine, a yearly rent or tribute, and an engagement to furniſh a body of forces 


when required, They acted upon this agreement by an actual ſupply of troops 


immediately after, and they have paid the ſtipulated rent. It may be faid, and 


perhaps truly ſaid, that the Soubah's mind was influenced in making the grant 


more by panic and the fear of reſentment if he ſhould refuſe, than by any 
advantages he could expect to derive by his compliance. But the motives for 
his conduct can in no way be admitted to affect the deciſion on the queſtion of 
right, nor will they admit of proof; till leſs ought we to preſume that becauſe 
the Company's ſervants purſued improper means to gain their point, thoſe 
means failing, the conqueſt of the Circars muſt of 3 have followed; as 
well might it be argued that though the grant was obtained, the Company in- 
ſtead 8 being permitted to take the fruits of it, ſhall be conſidered as having 


done that, which they did not in fact do, and which their ability to have done, 


muſt have depended altogether on the precarious events of war. 8 


With reſpect to the treaty of 1768, whereby the Soubah in effect ratified the 
two former agreements ; nothing material appears to us to ariſe from it to alter 


the queſtion of right, and therefore we forbear to enter into any diſcuſſion of 


it. The Company's tenure and their poſſeſſions remained as before. 


It has been noticed that by conqueſt, the ſovereignty, as well as the ſoil, paſſes 


to the Crown, If the Law Officers in India had conceived that the Circars re 


forces we had in the Circars, except 
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held in right of conqueſt, they could have had no difficulty. in adviſing their 


| conſtituents to have obtained from the Crown a Charter of Juſtice for thole parts 


of their poſſeſſions. The want of Courts of Judicature there, has Tong been 


a ſubject of very ſerious complaint. That none have been inſtituted, . can alone 


be aſcribed to the circumſtance of our not holding the Circars by right of con- 
queſt, but as Jagheerdars and .tributaries to the Native Princes. The Law 


_ officers of the Company have given it as their opinion, that the ſovereignty re- 


9 


mains in the country powers, and that no Courts can be inſtituted but by the 
authority of the Mogul or his Soubah. If the ſovereignty is not in the King, 


it muſt follow that the propetty in the lands or revenues cannot be veſted in 


him; and although the Crown cannot hold by the tenure of another, it is very 
conſiſtent for the Company to do ſo, and in fact they always have ſo held from 
the time of their obtaining their firſt Firmauns from the country powers. 
Upon the whole, we retain the opinion formerly given in the Third Chapter,“ 
that in point of law the Crown or the Public have no claim againſt the Com- 
any in the northern Circars, and that they are held by the Company as Jag- 
2a the Mogul, (a ſpecies of military tenure, by which they are to fur- 
niſh a number of cavalry, determinable by the Emperor's books) paying at the 
ſame time by voluntary compact, a fixt tribute to the Soubah of the Decan, 
who is the nominal viceroy and repreſentative of the Mogul in thoſe parts. 


How far ſo large a tercitory may be neceſſary for the purpoſes of commerce, 


and in that reſpect proper to be kept by the Company, or for any political pur- 


poſes to be taken from them and placed in the Crown, it is not our province to 
determine, The Legiſlature are the proper judges in that reſpect. All that 

we mean to contend is this, that the Grown never were conquered by the Eaſt- 
India Company ; that their title to them is by grant, and that there is no law 


- exiſting by which they can be taken out of their hands,. or by which they are 
liable to account for the revenues of them to the Public, otherwife than according 


to the terms and conditions of their exiſting compact for the continuance of their 
excluſive trade, by which a temporary participation has been eſtabliſhed of the 


"Revenues of the Britiſh Territories in India at large, of which Maſulipatam and 


the Circars form a part, with a.mutual ſaving of Rights from being prejudiced 
by that partition, | So | 


# Vide the opinions of the Company's Advocate General and Solicitor General at Fort St. 


George, given in July, 1783, | 
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'ACCOUN T of the Value of the Goods, diſtingviſbing the principal Articles ſold by the EAsT Ix DIA Courany 1 


of Eaſt India Goods, eſtimated at the ſame Rate as the Imports; together with the Value, including the Duties 
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An AsnDeMzxr of the Acr for ſettling the Govern- 


ment and Trade of Ix pTA, and for the Appropriation 
of the Territorial Revenues and Profits of Trade. 


THE CONTROUL AT HOME. 


Tux Act ns for the continuation of the Board of Controul 
for the Affairs of India in all its parts, except, that inſtead of the 


Secretary of State being the Preſident, the perſon firſt named in the 


King's Commiſſion is to be the Prefident ; and, inſtead of the Com- 
miſhon being limited to fix Privy Counſellors, the number is inde- 


finite, reſting on the King's pleaſure ; of which, however, the 


two principal Secretaries of State and the Chancellor of the Exche- 


quer are to be three: and His Majeſty may, if he pleaſes, add to 


the liſt two Commiſſioners, who are not of his Privy Council. 


By the former Act, no ſalaries were given to the Commiſſioners 


for India; and thoſe of their Secretary and other Officers were to 


be paid out of the Civil Liſt. By the new Act, the King may 

give C. 5,000 a year amongſt ſuch of the Commiſſioners as he 
pleaſes; which, together with the falaries of the Secretary and 
Officers, and other expences of the Board, are to be paid by the 


India Company, and not by the Civil Liſt, The whole is not to 


exceed FL, 16,000 a year, the Commiſſioners Salaries included. 


Oaths are preſcribed for the Commiſſioners and their Officers. 


The office of a Commiſſioner or Chief Secretary, is not to be 
L deemed 


„ > 2 | 

deemed a new office, to diſable their fitting in Parliament. The f 
appointment of a Commiſſioner not having a ſalary, or of a Chief 
Secretary (if a Member of the Houſe of Commons) is not to 
vacate his ſeat; but the appointment of a Commiſſioner, with 2 


falary, will vacate his ſeat. Three Commiſſioners muſt be preſent to 
form a Board. 


The powers of the Board are, in ſubſtance, the ſame as under 
former Acts of Parliament. They are to ſuperintend, direct and 
controul all acts, operations and concerns which relate to the Civil 
or Military Government and Revenues of India, ſubject to the 
reſtrictions hereafter- mentioned. They and their Officers are to 
have acceſs to the papers and records of the Company, and to be 
furniſhed with copies or extracts of ſuch of them as ſhall be re- 
quired. They are alſo to be furniſhed with Copies of all proceed- 
ings of General Courts and Courts of Directors, within eight days; 
and with Copies of all diſpatches from abroad, which relate to 
Matters of Government or Revenue, immediately after their arrival. 
No orders on thoſe ſubjects are to be ſent by the Company to India 
until approved by the Board, and when the Commiſſioners vary or 
-expunge any diſpatches propoſed by the Directors, they are to give 
their reaſons; and all diſpatches are to be returned to the Court of 
Directors in fourteen days. The Directors may ſtate their objections 
to any alterations, and the Commiſſioners are to reconſider them, and 
if they interfere with what the Directors may deem matters of Com- 
- merce, the Directors may apply to the King in Council to determine 
betwixt them. But the Board are reſtricted from the appointment of 
any of the Company's Servants. If the Directors, on being called 
upon to propoſe diſpatches, on any ſubject relating to Government 
or Revenue, ſhall fail to do ſo within fourteen days, the Board 


may originate their own diſpatches on that ſubject,  _ 
a 5 , 5 ; "The 


892 
The Board are not to avithorize any encreaſe of ſalaries, or any, 
allowance or gratuity to be granted to perſons employed in the 
Company's ſervice, except the ſame ſhall be firſt propoſed by the 
Company, and their intention and reaſons for ſuch grant are to be 
| certified to both Houſes on Parliament thirty days before the drones 
ow: commence. | 


lx 


| "The. Directors are to appoint three of their members to be a 
— 99 of Secrecy, through whom diſpatches relating to 
Government, war, peace or treaties, may be ſent to, and received 
from India. The Secret Committee, and the perſons they hos ae 
_ to tranſcribe ſecret bins pen are to be ſworn to ſecrecy. | 


Orders of Directors concerning ha Genn or Neben of 
India, once approved by the Board, are not 1 1 to revocation 


by the General Court of Proprietors. 
THE GOVERNMENTS ABROAD. # 


Thee preſent Forms of Goverment over the Prefidencies of 
Bengal, Fort St. George and Madras, are continued in all their 
efſential parts. For Bengal, by a Governor General and three 
Members of Council. For each of the others, a Governor 


and three Members. Theſe latter, in reſpe& to treaties with the 


native Powers of India, levying war, making peace, collecting 
and applying Revenues, levying. and employing forces, or other 
matters of civil or military Government, are to be under the 
controul of the Government General of Bengal; and are, in all caſes 
whatever, to obey their orders, unleſs the Directors ſhall have ſent 


to thoſe ſettlements any orders repugnant thereto, not known to the 


Government General; of which, in that caſe, * are to W the 
Government General men advice. 3 7 fag 


The Court of Directors are to appoint to. theſe ſeveral Govern- | 


ments ; namely, the Governor General, the two other Governors, 
L 2. 11 and 
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and the the Members of all the Councils; and likewiſe the Com- 
mander in Chief of all the forces, and the three provincial Com- 
manders in Chief. None of the Commanders in Chief are, ex off- 
tio, to be of the Council; but they are not diſqualified from being 
fo, if the Directors ſhall think fit to appoint them, and, when they 
are Members of the Council, they are to have precedence: of 
the other Counſellors. The civil Members of Council are to be 
appointed from the Liſt of Civil Servants, who have refided twelve 


years in the ſervice i in India, 


The Directors may appoint to any of thoſe offices brite 
but without ſalary, till the perſons appointed ſhall actually ſucceed 
in poſſeſſion. Any vacancy of Governor General, or Governor, 
when no proviſional ſucceffor is on the ſpot, is to be filled by the 
Senior of the civil Counſellors, till a ſucceffor ſhall arrive, and 
the vacant ſeat in Council, thereby occafioned, ſhall be tem- 
porily ſupplied from amongft the Senior Merchants at the nomina- 
tion of the acting Governor General, or Governor, if only one 
Counſellor ſhall then remain. The Governor General and Governors 
may ſupply vacancies in Council from the Liſt of Senior Merchants, 
until ſucceſſors, duly appointed, ſhall arrive to take their ſeats. 
In all theſe caſes, the ſalaries and allowances are to follow the acting 
Members while in office. If the Directors fail to appoint to va- 
cancies in two calendar months after notification thereof, the King 
may ſupply them, and the Directors ſhall not remove any perſon 
ſo appointed. In all other caſes the Directors have the power of 
| recalling or diſmiſſing any ſervants ; and the like general power is 
veſted in the Crown. Appointments made before the Act are not 
to be thereby diſturbed. | 


The Commander in Chief of all the ices, when at 4 of the 
ſubordinate ſettlements, is to have a ſeat at the Council Board, but 
1s to have no ſalary in reſpect thereof; and if the Provincial Com- 
mander is a Member of that Council, he may continue to delibe- 
| | | rate 


. 
rate; but his voice thall be = as . as *. other an 
remain. | | | 


Proviſion is made for ſupplying the _ of any 1 of 


Council, diſabled from attending by any caſyal ilneſs or infirmity. 


The departure of any Governor or Member of 8988 or 


Commander in Chief from India, with intent to come to Europe, 


or any written reſignation delivered in by them ſhall be deemed an 
avoidance of office, and the coming into any part of Europe ſhall 


be a ſufficient indication of that intent. No ſalary ſhall be paid or 


payable to any Officer, or his Agent, during abſence, unleſs em- 
ployed on actual ſervice ; and if any officer, unleſs abſent on ſer- 
vice, never returns, the ſalary i is to be deemed to have ceaſed from 
the day of his quitting the ſettlement. 12 2 


The Act preſcribes the order and method of 1 buſſ⸗ 
neſs at the ſeveral Council Boards. Matters propounded by the Pre- 
ſident, ſhall be firſt proceeded upon. He may adjourn the diſcuffion 


of queſtions put by the Members of Council, but not more than 


twice, nor beyond forty-eight hours each time. All orders are to be 
expreſſed to be made by the Governor General in Council, or Gover- 
nor in Council. Powers are given to the Governor General or Gover- 


nors, to act contrary to the opinions of the other Members of Coun- 


eil, taking upon themſelves the fole reſponſibility. On ſuch 


extraordinary occaſions, the Governor General, or Governor, and 
Counſellors are to communicate to each other their opinions 


and reaſons by minutes, in writing, and to meet a ſecond 
time; and if both retain their firſt opinion, the minutes are to be 


entered on the conſultations, and the orders of the Governor Gene- 
ral, or Governor, are to be valid, and put in execution. | 


If the Governor General ſhall viſit any ſubordinate preſidency, 
he ſhall appoint a Vice Preſident to act in Bengal during his. ab= . 
ſence 
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ence, who, with the Council, may act for that Prefidency alone. 


The Governor General's authority, and that of his Council over ſuch 
ſubordinate ſettlement, ſhall be transferred to the Council Board of the 


Preſidency where he ſhall be preſent; except in judicial caſes. And whilſt 


he is in a ſubordinate Preſidency, the Governor thereof ſhall have 


only a voice in Council. His other authorities, except in regard 
to judicial matters, ſhall be ſuſpended. If the Governor General ſhall 
be in the field without a Council, all the Governments and Officers 


ſhall obey his orders, and he alone ſhall be reſponſible. 


l Theſe extraordinary powers ſhall not extend to the impoſing any 
tax, nor to any act which might not be done by the whole Council, 


nor to any judicial caſe, nor to the ſuſpenſion of any ſtanding order 
of Government, nor ſhall thoſe powers be exerciſed by perſons caſu- 
ally ſucceeding to the temporary Government; and the Directors, with 
the approbation of the India Board, may ſuſpend theſe extraordinary 


powers, and again revive them; and all the Governments are laid 


under reſtrictions to prevent war or extenſion of dominion in India, 


unleſs hoſtilities againſt the Company, or their allies, ſhall render 


war unavoidable; and the Members of the ſubordinate Govern- 
ments, acting contrary to this Act, or to the directions of the Go- 
vernment General, may be ſuſpended or diſmiſſed by that Go- 


vernment, and further puniſhed. The ſubordinate Preſidencies 
are alſo required to communicate all matters of importance to the 
| he: ad Government, with all diſpatch. 


The Governor General, and the other Governors, are veſted with 
powers of apprehending perſons ſuſpected of illicit correſpondence. 


Witneſſes are to be examined and croſs examined, and their evi- 


dence recorded; and the parties may be tried either in India or. 


ſent. home : in the latter caſe, the N of the witneſſes are 
alſo 


alſo to be ſent home, and are to be received in evidence, ſubject to 
impeachment in reſpect to the competency of the witneſſes. 


| To the acting Prefident of the ſeveral Council Boards, is given 
a caſting vote in all caſes of GN of voices. 


| PATRONAGE AND RULE, OF PROMOTION.. 


The Directors are to appoint ſo many Cadets and Writers only, 
as to ſupply vacancies according to returns from abroad. Their 
ages ſhall not be under fifteen, not exceed twenty-two, unleſs any 
Cadet ſhall have been one year in the King's ſervice, and then his 
age is not to exceed twenty-five years, All ſhall have promotion by 

ſeniority of ſervice only. Three years ſervice qualifies a civil ſervant 
for a place of £.500 a year; fix years for one of £.1500; nine years 


C· 3000; twelve years C. 4000 a year or upwards. None to take two 
offices, where the joint emoluments ſhall exceed this rule. All Col-⸗ 


lectors of the Revenue are to take the oath preſcribed in the Act 
againſt the acceptance of preſents, and for faithfully rendering to 


the Company all they ſhall receive. 


The acceptance of any preſent, by.s any ſoarvint of the Crown, or of 


the Company in India, is made puniſhable as for extortion (with a 
| ſaving of fees to profeſſional men) and the Court, before whom 
ſuch offence is tried, on any conviction, may return the preſent to the 


party who gave it, or diſpofe of any fine in favour of the proſecutor. 


Diſobedience of orders of the Directors by ſervants abroad, is 
made puniſhable as for a miſdemeanor, and ſo is any breach of 
truſt or duty, or making or being party to any corrupt bargain 
concerning, any office or employment, whether by a King's or 


8 ee, s ſervant ; and a the King s ſubjects in India are made 
amenable 


6 


amenable to all Courts of competent juriſdiction abroad, and at 
home for all crimes committed by them in India. The Company 
may compound civil actions, now depending, or hereafter to be 
brought at any time before judgment, but in criminal cafes they 
are abiolutely reſtricted from compounding or remitting ay Judg- 
ment or ſentence whatever. 


Servants of the Company, after five years abſence; cannot re- 
turn with their rank, nor ſerve again, unleſs detained by ſickneſs ; 
or unleſs it be by leave of the Company on a ballot of three parts 
in four of the General Court. In caſe of fickneſs, the Directors 
are the judges in the Civil Service, and in the Military the Di- 
rectors and the Board of Controul jointly are the judges. | 


THE TRADE. 

The Company's term is extended for 20 years, from the iſt of 
March 1794; ſubject to be determined at, or after that period, on 
three year's previous notice by Parliament, ſignified by the Speaker 
of the Houſe of the Commons; ſubject, however, as to the trade to 
and from India, to the following limitations in favour of ſuch pri- 
vate Merchants, as may chooſe to trade thither. In other re- 
ſpects, and to and trom China, and other places beyond the Cape 
of Good Hope, the former reſtrictions againſt private Traders are 
continued in force; and if the excluſive trade thus limited, ſhall 
be hereafter diſcontinued, the Company are ſtill to retain their 
corporate capacity, with power to trade with a joint ſtock in 
common with other people. If, however, any new ſettlement 
| ſhall be obtained from the Chineſe Government, ſeparate from the 
Continent of Aſia, an export trade thither is reſerved to private 
Merchants, under certain conditions and regulations; and there is 


e a clauſe to |: the e Whaters in the benefit of 
5 | their 


0 


Sy Ou 


their carrying trade into the Pacific mM" vy the way ob ea 
Horn, to the northward. of the Equator, limited to 180 degrees 
weſt Jongitude from London; and ſhips from Nootka Sound are to 
be licenſed wo trade from thenee with Japan and China, but are 
not to bring aby goods of the produce or manufacture of thoſe 
Countries | to FO Lo | 


LIMITATIONS ON THE EXCLUSIVE TRADE To. 
Axe FROM INDIA. © 


All perſons may export and import ge 


or copper; nor import India callicoes, dimities, muflins, or other 
piece goods, made or manufactured with filk or cotton, or with 
filk or cotton mixed, or with other mixed materials, unlefs it be 


done by leave of the Company. If the market ſhall not be ſuffici- 


ently ſupplied with the excepted. articles of import or export, 
with an exception of military ſtores and copper, the Board of 
Controul may open that trade allo to individuals, If the Company” 


ſhould not export 1 500 tons of copper annually, private Traders : 


may export copper, in the Se $ f to the amount of the 


NON: . 5 3 


The a are e es 1 till ad 
eee ſhipping yearly, computed on the ſame af on 


the Company's own tonnage is computed. The quantity may be: 
increaſed by order of the Board of Controul, to meet the demands 


of the private Traders; and if the Board order more than the 
Company approve, they may appeal from the order to the 


King in Council. And the Company are reſtricted from 


charging any higher * than ag 5 25 ton . and Lig 
pes 


s to and kein Tadia in 
the Company's ſhips, except that they ſhafl not export military 
| Nores, ammunition, maſts, ſpars, cordage, anchors, pirch, tür, 


N - 


hed 


PS 
| „„ 
per ton e except: in time of war, or in a circumſtances i inci- 
dental to war, or preparations for war, When they may charge an 
Increaſed rate of freight, in a due proportion to the rates at which 
they mall take up their own ſhipping, but the propoſed increaſe can 
only be made by the conſent of the India Board, to whom the 
Directors are alſo required, in 1794, and in every third year af- 
terwards, to lay a ſtatement: 'of the affairs of ſhipping, and to abide 
by their order, touching any continuance, n or abatement 
0 the rate of Treigh, on private trade. „ ICH DS 


„ e traders are required. to notify o be Ca, s Secretary, | 
| nt home, and to the proper officers, in India, at a time limited, 
the quantity of tonnage; wanted by them for the enſuing ſcaſon,, 
with the place of deſtination, and the time when the goods will be 

ready for ſhipping. At home, this notice is to be given before the 
31ſt Auguſt! for the ſhips. of the enſuing ſeaſon, and before the 
1 5th September they are to depoſit the ſum for the tonnage, or 
give ſecurity, to the Directors for payment of it. Before the zoth 

of October, they are to deliver a lift of the ſorts. and quantities of 
the goods intended to be ſent. In failure of having them ready, 
by the day ſpecified in the notice, they are to forfeit their depo- 
t or the ſecurity, and alſo their tonnage for. that turn. Similar rules 
are preſeribed for ſhipping, &c. goods in India; but i it is left to the 
Governments there to fix the times, and to name the officers, to 
whom notices are to be given . The Company is to have the bene · 
nt of all forfeited and vacant tonnage, and if more is demanded 
for prisate trade than the quantity limited, every perſon is to 
have his due proportion; and notice is to be given him thereof, 
ſevert days before the day for making the depoſits. All Private 
Trade is to be regiſtered in the Company's books, and, in 
default of being regiſtered, it is to be confidered: 2 19 8 959 8 and 
WY” accordingly, „ N 


S * 
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The reſtcietions of che 1 againſt the, Sener 8 or 
ag from acting as factors for foreigners, or lending mogey to 
foreign Companies, or on bettermry; of their ſhips, or affiſting them 
with remittances by hills, are. repealed.” And all legal impedi- 
ments to the recovery of debts, under any pretence that they were 

incurred illicitly, and againſt the letter of theſe abrogated laws, ate 
removed; and all perſons in India, not ſpecially prohibited by the 
Company, or reſtricted by their covenants, are authorized to act * 
mercantile agents for any who may chooſe to employ them; and 
if there ſhall be a want of Factors (properly qualified and authorized) 15 


the Company are to licenſe free merchants, with the approbation . 


the India Board, ſo that there may be always a proper ſupply of agents 


for conducting the Private Trade abroad. But the becoming factors is 


not to exempt any perſons from being amenable to the general au- 
thorities of the Goveruments in India; and alf Agents ure reſtricted. 
from going beyond ten miles from ſome- pry rome with- 
out ſpecial leave. eee Bj; 1 


= 


As a further RE, to Privics Traders, the 1 8. Ex pere bent, 1 
granted by an Act of King William, on Goods imported in Private 
Trade, is, in reſpect to the India Trade, repealed; and the Com- : 
pany” s uſual charge of 2 per cent. diſcontinued, and in lieu of theſe, 5 
and in ſatisfaction of the expences of unſhipping, hoyage, cartage, 
warehouſe room, ſorting, lotting, and ſelling private. goods, be 
Company is to have J. 3 per cent. on the groſs amount of the ſales 
of Private Trade, the cuſtoms. thereon included. The repeal, .or Ot 
the allowance thus ſubſtituted, i is: however not to extend to ſpecial 
engagements made between the ee * 8 . INF Officers, 
touching their privileges. VVV 


For the eaſe of manufactürers, who may 4 any articles FX 5 | 
raw materials, Rules c or By-Laws are to be framed. and 3 
3 | : M 4 2 : * 2 4 STS 


C > *- 
for bringing them to 2 early a ſale as polible, and for preventing 
any undue preference in che ſales of the ſame commodity amongft 
any of the importers, whether the goods belong to the Company or 
to Individuals, the ſales are to be open and public, by inch of candle; 
and the whole confignment bought in by the private importer, is to 
be delivered out to him, on payment only of the duties and other dues: 
thereon. All other goods imported in Private Trade are to be fold, 
and treated as heretofore, according to the By-Laws. of the Com- 
pany 3 and all goods in Private Trade are to pay to Government 


the fame cuſtoms as me 5 by the yo their OWn: 
account. ai 

OAK Münch al 115 5 of 3 per a; 90 . rates of 
freight, will be infufficient to-indemnify the Company their actual 
charges upon Private Trade, the Legiſlature hath thought it juſt to 
exempt the Company from actions for loſſes or embezzlements,. 
which a common carrier might, in ordinary caſes, be liable by law 
io make good to the owner. But the Act provides that the Com- 
pany ' Officers, and all perſons through whoſe means or negligence. 
any loſs ſhall happen, ſhall. be liable to make it good to the owner, 
and it gives a further remedy to the owner, in certain caſes, to re- 
coyer ſatisfaction, by enabling him to proſecute under the written 
; engagements or ſecurities taken by the Company for the ſafe keep. | 
ing of their own merehandize. All the laws prohibiting the im- 
port of goods, from any other place than that of their growth, and 
for continuing all prohibitory laws in reſpect to the e or. 
wearing of Wen manufactures are continued. 


4 BI»: 
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| APPROPRIATIONS, 


Bike; in india The territorial revenues are to be FO FI in. the 
place, in * all * of a nature. Secondly ; 


In 


6 
In payment of the intereſt of the debts there already, or hereafter to be 
incurred. Thirdly ; In payment of the civil and commercial eftabliſh- 
ments. Fourthly: In payments of not lefs than one million per annum 
for the Company's inveſtments of goods to Europe, and remittances _ 
and inveſtments to China; and the ſurplus, if any ſhall remain, is to 
be applied in the:diſcharge of debts, or ſuch: other purpoſesas ſhall, 
be directed from home. The ſum allowed for inveſtments, may 


. from time to time be increaſed to the extent of the diminution: 


made in the annual amount of the intereſt of debts which ſhall be 
paid in India or transferred home; for which transfer, proviſion is. 
made to an extent of £.500,000 a year, by bills of exchange to be 
drawn upon the Company: and if the creditors ſhall not fubſeribe to 
dat amount, other perſons may ſubſcribe, and the money advanced. 


by them for bills is to be applied in difcharge of ſuch debts; and this | 


rule is to be continued till the India debt ſhall be'reduced to two mil 
lions. The Company may increaſe theſe transfers home, but the Go 

vernments abroad are EGS Ban N Wees ane, 

e anne, e | 


Secondly at 1 okay The. net: op of bs Cy 54 
at home, . after payment of current charges, are thus appropriated :- 
Firſt; In payment of a ten per cent. annual dividend, on the pre- 
ſent or any inereaſed amount of the capital ſtock of the Company. 
Secondly; Of G soo, oo per annum ta be fet apart on the firſt 
March and the firſt, September, half yearly. and applied in the dl. f 
charge of the before · mentioned bills of \exchavge,. for the aforeſaid” 
reduction of the India debt. Thirdly ; Of a like annual ſum of 
. 500, ooo to the Exchequer, to be applied by Parliament for the uſe 
of the Public, and to be paid on the 1ſt of January and firſt of July,, 
half yearly, by equal inſtalments, And, laſtly.;. The ſurplus may he 
applied in the more n reduRion of the India debt, 1 | 


11 
\ 
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to two millions ; or in diſcharging debts at home, fo den in 
niſh the bond debt below 7.1, 500,000. Subject to theſe appropria- 
tions, and after the debt in India is reduced to two millions, and the 
bond debt at home to C. 1, 500, oo; on. fixth part of che ultimate 
ſurplus, is to be applied to an increuſe of dividend on the capital 
. tock, and the remaining five, fixths, is to be made a Guarantee 
Fund, or collateral ſecurity for the Company's capital ſtock, and 
Ideir dividend of ten per cent. until ſuch Fund, by the monies 
paid by the Company, and the intereſt thereof, ſhall have amounted 
to twelve. millions; and aſter that time, the ſaid five fixth of the 
- ſarplus is to belong to the Public in full right. Theſe five fixths 
are to be paid into the Bank, and laid out in the purchaſe of re- 
deemahle annuities, , in the names of the Commiſfioners for the re- 
4 duction of the National debt, who are alſo to receive the dividends, 
and lay them out in like manner, until twelve millions have been 
inveſted. That being accompliſhed, the annual dividends. of the 
ſtock purchaſed therewith, are, in the firſt place, to make good any 
defalcation in the Company's revenues, to pay the ten per-cent. 
divided, und ſubject thereto, thoſe dividends are to belong to the 
Public. If on the Company's excluſive trade being determined, 
 thetrown' affets ſhall prove inſtifficient to make good their debts, and 
©alfo their capital ſtock rated at 200 per cent., the exceſs of ſuch 
Guarantee Futid is to make good the deficiency, as far as it will ex- 
tend, and in the event of the Company diſcontinuing their trade al- 
together the excels is to belong to the Public. But if the Com- 
pany ſhall continue to trade with a joint ſtock, then the overplus, 
and the annual dix vidends thereof, are to remain as a like guarantee, 
for "dividend of ten per cent. and the capital rated at Z.200 per 
ent. as long as the Company ſhall trade with a joint ſtock; but 
ſubzect to the making good any ſuch deficiencies the faid F Way is 
0 N _ . 


| 0 85 7 | 
- If the bond debt at del ﬆ the debts abroad, 77 being res 


duced to the ſums before limited, ſhall be again increaſed, the 


former appropriation. is to be revived, until thoſe debts ſhall be 
2 diminiſhed to their reſpe&tive ſtandards before limited. e 


Any deficiency i in the Funds to make good the £:500;000 to Kube 
r in any year, -is to be made good in the exceſſes of ſuh· 
ſequent years, unleſs it happens in tire of war, or by 'citcumſtan- 


ces incidental to war, in Which caſe the deficiencies are not to be 7 


carried forward as a. debt on the ann funds of the Company, nor 

be brought forward as 4 debt to. be paid by the Company, unleſs 
only in the event of their aſſets, on the concluſion of the'exclufive 
trade affording more than ſufficient to make good the capital ſtock, 


rated at C. zoo per cent. but any exceſs of ſuch aſſets beyond that 


amount, is Hable to make good” the deficieney- -of any fuch pay- 
ments to the Public; nointereft TIE tec in e mean ks 
prongs, Fe e e e IH 


A —. : ; 15 
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| The ſecurities given. icky Caſhiers 0 15 ee to n 
| to the monies. they may receive under this Act, and the Treaſury 


is to direct the allowances for management; and if the India Com- 
pany make default in any payments directed by the Act, they may 


be ſued and ſhall pay 45 1 15 per cent. es with coſts * ſores 
The Act ginge abe manner in which Weripto hall be 0 and 


1 a power is lodged in the Treaſury, to give the, Company further 
time for payment in cafes. of exigency. And it is declared, that | 


neither the claims of the Public, nor of the Company, to the ter- 
ritories in India, ſhall be prejudiced by the Act, beyond the pro- 


longation of the term in the Exclufive Trade. The act alſo con- 


tains a.clauſe of mutual acquittal of all outſtanding demands be- 
tween the Crown and the Company, to the 24th Day of December, 


1792. a 
The 
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The A recognizes. the rights of, the Company to a ſum of 
£46 7,896 25. 4d in money and £9,750 Eaſt India 2 (which ſums | 
.conſtitute the ſeparate, Fund of the Company; eſtal | 
Act of 1781 f) and it is obſerved, that it will be more for che ge⸗ | 
neral intereſt of the Company to continue that money employed i in 
trade, computing an intereſt upon it, and +9 make it a. fund for a 
permanent incroaſe to their dividend, of 20s; pet cent., than to draw 
i from their trading capital for any ſudden diftributien, And it 
then authorizes and limits the Company to make a dividend from 


this ſeparate fund, and the intereſt thereof, after the rate of 105. 


per cent. per ann. during their further term in the excluſive trade 
and at the end of the term; it gives them a power g Fd wot 
ee ge ee ſhall think gee" V 


: The Company are not to grant any W or new . 
beyond. {200 per aun to any one perſon, without che conſent of 
the Board of Controul ; and they are to lay before Parliament, an- 
nually, a liſt of all their eſtabliſhments abroad, and at home, in 
which all penfions and new falaries are to be particularly noticed; 
und alſo complete - acvounts of all their affairs, receipts and out- 


goings of the prooiag year, with eſtimates forthe nen year. 


All the old daun ior. eventing cles ls with India, 
and from lending to or aſſiſting, or being concerned with Foreign 
Companies, or Foreign Traders, are wholly abrogated, and the 
following proviſions are ſubſtituted in their place, obferving that 
the penalties are made to extend only to ſuch of His Majeſty's ſub- 
jects as belong to Great Britain, Guernſey, Jerſey, Alderney, Sark, 
Map, Faro Ifles, or to the Colonies, Iflands, or Plantations in 
America or the Weſt-Indies ; and that all veſſels and goods forfeited, 
_ be ſeized Iu, any 1 the Company 5 Officers i in India or China. 


' Perſons 


| ( 
Perſons going unlawfully to India, and traffioking there, forfeit 
ſhips, veſſels, goods, and merchandize, and double the value there - 


of ; one fourth to the Informers, and three fourths to 975 Company, — 
. they paying thereout the coſts of proſecution. 8 | | 


Perſons unlawfully going to India, ſhall 'be deemed 3 
Traders, and ſubject to the foregoing penalties and forfeitures, and 
may alſo be proſecuted as for a crime and miſdemeanor, and be 
liable to fine and impriſonment. One moiety of the ſine goes to 
the King, the other to the 9 if ae E or "_— to 


any other informer: | 


Perſons 1 reſorting to ae may bas fined. a ſoon 
home for trial; and, on arrival, they are to give bail, or be. com- 


mitted to Oe | | | ES 


"Perſons diſmiffecd " Aries, or whoſe licences ſhall have ae 
if they continue in India, are to be continued as illicit Traders, and 
are made ſubject to penalties and forfeitures of goods, &c. as ſuch.” 


Goods ſhipped clandeſtipely.,. or ſuch as are e reſtrited = the Act, 

and goods unſhipped at ſea, ſhall be ſeized and forfeited, with 
double the value, and the Maſter, or other Officer, knowingly 
permitting or ſuffering the ſame, ſhall forfeit all his wages to the 
Company, to be deducted out of the monies e to the e, 
and be diſabled from again acting in 15 ſervice. 7550 


Any who ſhall ſolicit for, or accept a foreign Mailing to ſail 
to and trade in India, ſhall forfeit C. half to the Company, 
-and half to the Proſecutor, or the whol the WF if uy 
ſhall proſecute, | Rr ST” I HL 


All Governors and Counſellors are hits from trading, ex- 


22 for the Company ; and all Collectors, Superviſors, and 
A: | others 


{a > 


others employed in the Revenues of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriſſa, 
or their Agents, or any in truſt for them, are prohibited from 
inland trade, except for the Company. The Judges of the Supreme 
Court of Judicature in Bengal, are abſolutely prohibited from 
traffick; and none, without the permiſſion of the Company, ſhall 
trade in Salt, Beetle Nut, Tobacco, or Rice, on pain of forfeiture. 
of the goods, and treble the value, one moiety to the e 
and the other to the Proſecutor. = 


diam hall ſend ons” from India to the Continent of asbbe 
by any other channel than as allowed by the Act, on pain of for- 
feiture of double the value; but this reſtriction is not to extend to 
matters of agency, only on the account bond. fide of any foreign 


Company or foreign Merchant. 


The Act chen preſeribes the method of ſuing for forfeitures and | 
penalties, and determining the legality of ſeizures. It gives a right 
of ſuing by Action, Bill, or Information, in any of the Courts of 
Weſtminſter (in which caſe the venue is to be laid in London or 
Middleſex), or in the Supreme Court of Judicature in Bengal, or 
the Mayor's Court at Madras or Bombay; and in ſuch ſuits the 
legality of ſeizures of perſons, ſhips, or goods, is made cognizable.. 
In caſes of miſdemeanors, the offenders are puniſhable by fine and 
impriſonment, and if abroad, they may be ſent home, as part of the 
- puniſhment; and a capias, for arreſting the accuſed party, is given 


in the firſt inſtance, which may be compounded for by bai. 


For ſecuring to the Crown the duties for goods unlawfully traf- 
ficked with, in the caſes of forfeiture of goods, the Attorney 
General may proſecute the offenders, or their partners, by bills in a 
Court of Equity, waving penalties, and the defendants ſhall make 
full diſcovery of their illicit traffick upon oath, and ſhall be decreed 
to pay all the duties thereupon to Government, and J. 30 per cent. 
5 ER on 


5 . 
on the value of the goods to the Company, and ſhall be relieved 


againſt all other forfeitures. The Company may, in like manner, 
proceed againſt offenders by Bill in Equity, and if they fail they 
hall pay coſts. Defendants are to pay coſts to the Crown and Wy 


the Wee when the decree ſhall be againſt them. On 


If a common informer, before any ſuit is content. Fes 
make known any offence to the Company, or the Attorney General, 


and either of them ſhall prefer a Suit in Equity, in that caſe the 
informer ſhall be entitled to one third part of the fimple value of 


the concern which ſhall be recovered. But if the Directors prefer 
a proſecution at law, the informer may proceed, but ſhall not ab | 


continue the ſuit without their conſent. 


| When the Company are the firſt informer, the mail of the 


informers ſhares of penalties and forfeitures ſhall belong to the 


Company, although the ſuit be commenced after the time ane 


for common informers to ſue or proſecute the Warn | 


On any uit againſt the Company or their Seats 58 1 


&c. the defendants may plead the general iſſue, and give the Act 


in evidence, and the burthen of proofs ſhall be on the plaintiffs, 
that the ſeizure, &c. was unlawful; and on nonſuit, verdict, or 


Judgment, the plaintiffs ſhall pay treble coſts, 


The Acts or parts of Acts repealed, are as follow: 9 and 
d W. 3. ch. 24. ſ. 81. The whole of the temporary Act of 
5 Geo. 1. chap. 21. and ſo much of the ſeveral Acts as continued 
it in force. The 7 Geo. 1. ch. 21. . 1. to ſ. 9. The whole of 


9 Geo. 1. ch. 26. The 3 Geo. 2. ch. 14. . 9. The 17 Geo. 2. 


ch. 17. ſ. 11. The 10 Geo. 3. ch. 47. . 1 and 2. The 13 Geo. 3. 
ch. 63. 1. 23 to 29. and ſ. 32 to 35. The 21 Geo. 3. ch. 65. 
1. 8 The 24 Geo. 3. ch. 25. ſ. 3, 13, 29 and 31. The Whole 
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(9) 
of the 26 Geo. 3. ch. 16. and the 32 and 33 ſ. of 26G. z. 
Ch.-57. The repeal is not to extend to offences committed be- 
fore the commencement of the Act, nor is it to affect the powers 
of the preſent Board of Controul, until a new one ſhall be ap- 
pointed; nor to affect the powers given to the India Board by 
certain Acts of the 28th and 21 years of the King, concerning 
the forces in India. 


The juriſdiction of the Supreme Court of Judicature at Fort 


William, in cauſes of Admiralty, is made to extend to the High 


Seas at large, whereby a defect in the Act of 1773 for conſtituting 


that Court is cured. 


For increaſing the number of nd © Mn, Madras, 
and Bombay, the Supreme Court of Judicature in Bengal is to 
iſſue commiſſions of the peace, in purſuance of orders iflued in 


Council for that purpoſe ; and any of the Juſtices, ſo appointed, 


may by order in Council, fit alſo in the Courts of Oyer and Ter- 
miner, taking the oaths of Juſtices in England, excepting the 


oath preſcribed by the Act of the 18 Geo. 2. (relating to qualifi- 


cation by eſtate.) The proceedings and judgments of juſtices 


- may be removed to the Court of Oyer and Terminer by Certiorari, 


as may be done into the Court of King's Bench in England, 
and on ſimilar conditions, but cannot be ſet aſide for want of form, 
but on the merits only. The Juſtices may alſo aſſociate with 


the Judges in cauſes appealed, when called upon ſo to do. 


The Governments abroad may appoint Coroners to take inqueſts 
upon the bodies of perſons coming to an untimely end, ue appoint 
fees to be paid for that duty, 


The Juſtices of the Peace may appoint Scavengers, and raiſe 


money by aſſeſſments for cleanſing, watching, and repairing the 
3 „ ſtreets 


(29:4: 
ſtreets of Calcutta, Madras, and Bombay: they may alſo licenſe 
houſes for retailing ſpirituous liquors, and fix the limits. of thoſe 
towns; and none are to retail ſpirits but ſuch as they ſhall ſo 
licenſe, under the penalties of the laws of Great Britain. 


A ſpecial oath is preſcribed .to be taken in future by the Di- 


rectors of the Company, prohibitory of their acting as Directors, 
when concerned in buying from, or ſelling to the Company any 
goods ; and prohibitory of their being concerned in any ſhipping 


employed by the Company, or accepting any preſent for any 
appointment of office, or of being concerned in any Private Trade 
contrary to the Act. 


The Days and Hours fixed by former Acts of Parliament for 
Purchaſers of Teas to make their Depoſits, having been found incon- 


venient to the Trade, the Act has, with their Approbation, fixed 


Tueſdays and Saturdays at the Hour of THREE for making their 
Depoſits 1 in future. 


Proſecutions for any thing done under the Act are limited to 
three years, or if the party aggrieved be abroad, then in three 
years after Us return. 


The Act is to commence in . Britain as 995 as. "it. ſhall 


receive the Royal aſſent, and in India on the 1ſt of February, | 
1794, except when any ſpecial commencement is preſcribed in 


it. 3 
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6 This. Day is publiſhed, [og 195 

1 one Volume Quarto, Price One Guinea i in Boards, 
"HISTORICAL VIEW 


or PLANS FOR. THE. 


GOVERNMENT of BRITISH INDIA; and REGULATION. | 
of TRADE to the EAST INDIES; 


And Outlines" of a Plan of forei Government, of Commercial : 
Economy, and of Domeſtic Adminiſtration for 55 Aſiatic e 


of Great Britain. 


. for J: SEALS, No. 32, Corll; and I Dorner, ; 
| Side (5136.1 Piccadilly 


This Work i is eps y of the Syſtem for Indian Affairs which 
has been ſubmitted to the Legiſlature. The Authorities have been 
obtained either from the Records of the Company and from the 
Archives of the State, or from the Communications of thoſe, whoſe 
| official and local Knowledge qualified them to aid their e 1 
vpen tnis important Oecaſion. 1 5 1195 


enn! OF WHOM ALSO MAY BE HAD, © © 55 
B.; A HISTORY of the GOVERNMENT of he ISLAND : 
of NEWFOUNDLAND. With an Appendix, containing all the 
Acts of Parliament made reſpecting the Trade and Fiſhery, By 
Joux gs Eſq: Chief Juſtice of the Illand. Octayo, Price 66. 
in Boards. ; 5 
N. B. The: Profits of this Poblicatiy) are given by the Author 
for the Relief of the Suffering Clergy of France, i in the 
| 50 Dominions. 


III. NAVAIL. ARCHITECTURE. A COLLECTION of 
PAPERS on theſe NOBLE. STRUCTURES, from the EURO- 
PEAN MAGAZINE, where the Subject will be continued, with a 
Catalogue of Authors Ancient and Modern, Engliſh and Foreign. 
ParT I. Price 28. 6d. 

Alſo, juſt publiſhed, the Szcoxp Parr of a Corrnorion of 
PAPERS on NAVAL/ARCHITECTURE. - This Part contains an en- 
larged deſcriptive Catalogue by a foreign Gentleman, with ſeveral 
| intereſting Papers new and old. Part III. Price 3s, 

| | 1 5 IV. 


. IV. A VIEW of the NAVAL FORCE of GREAT BRI- 
TAIN; In which its "preſent State, Growth, and Converfion of 
Timber; Conſtruction of Ships, Docks, and Harbours ; Regu- 
lations. of Officers, and Men in each Department, are conſidered 
and compared with other European Powers. To which are added, 
Obſervations and Hints for the Improvement of the Nayal Service. 
By an Orriexk of Ranx, | Price 3. ( 
* When profeſſional men of rank and fortune, poſſeſſed of an 
independent ſpirit, will ſtep forth and communicate the fruits of 
their knowledge and experience to the Public, we feel ourſelves 
under a particular obligation to them. The Author of this Treatiſe, 
on a ſubject moſt intereſting. to Engliſhmen, as a great marhime 
and commercial nation, ſeems to have no | object; in view but the 
public good. EEE RO $7 8 85 411618 18510 10 
„ Tt is clear, by the ſtyle and manner of this work, that the 
Author is not a writer by profeſſion. ' We have therefore forborn * 
all minute criticiſm. But his intentions are certainly laudable, and 
his work abounds with uſeful hints and obſervations, which will, 
hats hope, be attended to. | 181118 0 00 Dod nod ec if 
Thy £95 3 . ANALYTICAL Review, uly 1791. 
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V. A TREATISE on PRACTICAL SEAMANS 
new and important Hints and Remarks relating thereto... Deſigaed 
to contribute ſomething towards fixing Rules, upon philoſophical 
and rational Principles, for. the Form and proportional Dimenſions- 
in Length, Breadth, and Depth of Merchant Ships in general; and 
the en of them; and alſo to render Navigation in general 
more perfect, and conſequently leſs dangerous and deſtructive to 
Health, Lives, and Property. By WIIIIAM HuTcainsox,, 
Mariner and Dock-Maſter, at Liverpool. Quarto, 18s, Third 
Edition, conſiderably enlarged. ebb aida;.1 514, a6T 4.90 
This valuable book contains a treaſure of naval knowledge off 
every kind (preſented: to the world by a moſt experienced, able 
ſeaman, who is at preſent finiſhing his honourable career as Dock 
maſter at Liverpool, as a legacy of what he gathered of uſeful, 
knowledge from a very extenſive expertence),. and includes, among: 


gene” 


conſtruction of merchant-ſhipsandtheir in 5 
| Capt. MuLLzs, 


many other moſt uſeful rem{tK$," very rope jour Pane on the. > 
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VI. THE SHIP-BUILDER's. REPOSITORY: or, A Tres. 
tiſe on Marine Architecture. Wherein are contained the Principles 
of that Art, with the Theory and. practical. Parts, fully ng ox 
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and every Inſtruction requited in the building and completing a 


Ship of every Claſs, from the forming of the Draught to the 


launching into the Water, calculated to the Capacity of young 
Beginners. Compiled and digeſted in a Manner entirely new, and 


laid down different from what has hitherto appeared on the ſubject. 
The whole being intended as a complete Companion for thoſe 


Naval Architects deſirous of attaining a competent Knowledge of 
that important Art. London, printed for the Author (without the 


year), 4to. and a large copper- plate, 10. 56. 


The theoretical part gives a conciſe view of the moſt eſſential 
parts of the more ancient theories on the calculations of the reſiſt- 
ance of ſhips, and of the ſituations of the centre of gravity of the 


immerſed part, conſidered as an homogene compoſition, with ſome 


general remarks on the form of ſhips. The practical part, by far 


the largeſt and moſt valuable, is diſtinguiſhed and remarkable prin- 


4 


cipally for a very extenſive table of the ſcantlings of every fingle 


piece entering into the conſtruction of a ſhip ; and is preferable to 


many others, as it contains the dimenſions of the bolts and iron- 
work : but the uſe of this table has this inconvenience, that it is not 


arranged in- an alphabetical or any other manner which renders the 


finding of the ſingle articles contained in it eaſy; ſo that it requires 
a kind of familiarity with it to get directly at the inſtruction wanted 
in a particular caſe, Very valuable are the dimenſions of a great 
variety of ſhips (from the largeſt to the ſmalleſt ſize) given in it, 
for laying down the body-plans of them on the mould- loft. The 
inſtruction for forming the draughts of ſhips, exemplified on the 
plan of an eighty gun ſhip, is very plain and ſatisfactory; and the 
explanation of the draught of the inner parts of a ſhip, moſtly neg- 
lected in other works of the ſame kind, deſerves io be mentioned 
as a particular merit in this work. The laudable deſign of the 


Author to render it more uſeful by a low price, did not allow 


him to give more copper-plates. 
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